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A STATEMENT OF 
AUDUBON PHILOSOPHY 


We believe in the wisdom of nature’s design. 


We know that soil, water, plants, and wild creatures 
depend upon each other and are vital to human life. 


We recognize that each living thing links to many 
others in the chain of nature. 


We believe that persistent research into the intricate 
patterns of outdoor life will help to assure wise use of 
earth’s abundance. 


We condemn no wild creature and work to assure that 
no living species shall be lost. 


We believe that every generation should be able to 
experience spiritual and physical refreshment in places 
where primitive nature is undisturbed. 


So we will be vigilant to protect wilderness areas, 
refuges, and parks, and to encourage good use of 
nature’s storehouse of resources. 


We dedicate ourselves to the pleasant task of opening 
the eyes of young and old that all may come to enjoy 
the beauty of the outdoor world, and to share in con- 
serving its wonders forever. 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 






A Summary of the Winter Season 


Ludlow Griscom 


L T would appear to have been a mild and open 
fall almost throughout the country, with all 
the editors commenting upon the number of 
relatively ‘southern’ stragglers. It was mostly fol- 
lowed by severe winter conditions with more or less 
heavy snow and blizzards, the chief exceptions being 
the Pacific Coast, and parts of southern New England 
to New Jersey. Nearly all the areas complain that 
March was wet, windy and unspringlike. It was wet 
in the Appalachian Mountains and the South Atlantic 
States; Florida had its coldest winter since 1941. To 
add insult to injury, it was very warm in the southern 
states from mid-February into late March; the spring 
migration began very early with many record early 
arrivals; then a severe freezing cold front rushed in 
in late March from South Carolina to Georgia, north- 
ern Florida and the Gulf Coast, followed by some 
snow. The vegetation was stricken brown, some birds 
were found dead; and the migration was so com- 
pletely suspended that birds due to arrive in numbers 
never appeared, leading to the presumption of great 
mortality over the Gulf. Students should surely read 
the masterly analyses of editors Stevenson (for 
Florida) and Newman (for the Gulf Coast). These 
may well explain the disruption of the spring migra- 
tion northward. 

The general situation is of great interest eastward, 
due to the three fall hurricanes in 1954. Editors com- 
plain of the general scarcity of land birds due to 
presumed lack of food as a result of hurricane dam- 
age. Large numbers of northern birds were on the 
move early. These birds rushed through New Eng- 
land, instead of remaining as they normally do; so 
it was the middle belt of states that had superlative 
and exciting birding, as many irregular winter visi- 
tants went notably far south. Poor New England did 
not have a single exciting winter rarity the entire 
season. 

Eared Grebe.—Collected in New Jersey; three in 
Louisiana. 

Geese.—Good numbers, but there was a marked 
decline in New England. Ross’s Goose, up to 3500 in 
California, including the Imperial Valley. Collected 
in Colorado. 

Ducks.—Generally reported in good numbers, as 
so many lingered north in a mild and open fall. 
Black Ducks and Common Eiders are declining in 
New England. Records of sea ducks inland and on the 
Great Lakes are steadily increasing, due almost surely 
to more competent people looking for them. Of note 
are more Old-squaws than usual in Florida and along 
the Gulf Coast. 
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Hawks.—Very poor in most of the Northeast, the 
Rough-leg steadily declining. A light scattering of 
Goshawks south to Kansas, West Virginia and Mar. 
land; a White-tailed Kite in Arizona. 

Southern Herons and Shorebirds—As a general 
proposition these rapidly increasing birds are steadily 
making new farthest-north records annually. We are 
glad to read of 84 Am. Avocets in South Carolina and 
of 17 in Florida. 

Gulls.—The white-winged gulls and the Great 
Black-backed are steadily increasing in the Great 
Lakes. A Glaucous Gull was collected in Utah and a 
Black-legged Kittiwake at Michigan City, Indiana, 
Five European Black-headed Gulls and a Little Gull 
spent the winter in Newburyport Harbor, Mass.; and 
at least 2 Little Gulls were reported in the Great 
Lakes. A Japanese Black-tailed Gull was collected 
in California, and is new to North America. 

Owls.—A very light flight of the Snowy Owl across 
the northern tier of states to Kansas and Iowa, Ken. 
tucky, Ohio and West Virginia. Pale Horned Owls 
to southern Ontario; 2 Hawk Owls in northeastem 
Minnesota; Great Gray Owl] in the Adirondack Moun. 
tains, N. Y.; Richardson’s Owl, 2 in Quebec and 
more in southern Ontario. A Burrowing Owl in 
Georgia. 

Doves.—Inca Dove collected in Oklahoma. 

W oodpeckers.—Red-bellied Woodpecker apparently 
on the move northward into Wisconsin, Michigan 
and Ontario. 

Horned Larks —Hoyt's race collected in Louisiana. 

Chickadees —Tremendous invasion of Black-capped, 
south through New England in the fall to Ohio, 
West Virginia and Virginia. Followed in eastem 
states by a few Brown-capped through New England 
to Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, and one bird in Ohio. 

Creepers and Nuthatches—The Brown Creepet 
reached northern Florida. A heavy flight of Red- 
breasted Nuthatches passed through the northem 
states to northern Florida and the Rio Grande Valley, 
Texas. 

Bohemian W axwing.—Tremendous invasion to the 
Central Rockies and parts of California. None fat 
eastward. 

Shrikes—Marked movement of the Gray Shrike 
through New England to Maryland; more inland to 
Ontario, western New York, Ohio, Michigan, Wis- 
consin, Idaho and Montana. 

Starlings —No increase noted in Central or South- 
ern Rockies, but increasing in Northern and Middle 
Pacific districts. 
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Blackbirds—Fine review of the recent arrival of 
the Brewer's Blackbird in eastern Pennsylvania and 
Delaware. The Yellow-headed Blackbird in large 
flocks in Arizona and central California. 

Cardinals. —Steadily moving north to North Da- 
kota, western and northern New York, Connecticut, 
western Massachusetts, and collected in Ontario. 

Evening Grosbeaks—No great numbers in New 
England, but heavy flight south to West Virginia and 
North Carolina, and scattered flocks in Houston, 
Tex., Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia, and South Caro- 
Jina. 

Pine Grosbeaks.—Fair flight through New Eng- 
land, large flocks flushed from a weed field! South 
to New Jersey and Maryland. Larger numbers inland 
in Ontario, western New York, Illinois, Ohio, and 
through the Allegheny Mountains to Tennessee. 

White-winged Crossbills—Poor numbers in New 
England to Long Island, N. Y. Recorded as far south 
as South Dakota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, West Virginia, Virginia and North Carolina. 

Pine Siskins —Passed rapidly through New Eng- 
land; heavy flight in Allegheny Mountains to Ten- 
nessee and to Louisiana. 

Red polls.—No flight in New England. Better inland 
to Ontario, western New York and North Dakota. 
A few to Pennsylvania and Virginia. A few of the 





Greater race in Ontario. Some Hoaries in North 
Dakota. 
Sparrow's.—Harris's Sparrow wintered outside its 







normal range in Montana, North and South Dakota, 


Colorado, southern Texas, Louisiana, Tennessee, 
and eastern Massachusetts. Am. Tree Sparrow, 
south to New Mexico, Tennessee and South 
Carolina. The  Slate-colored Junco and _ Fox 
Sparrow reached northern Florida. The White- 
crowned Sparrow wintered north to North Da- 


kota and New Jersey. Leconte’s Sparrow was col- 
lected in Virginia, Tennessee, and Indiana, and 44 
were seen near St. Louis, Mo. The Lapland Longspur 
reached Pennsylvania and West Virginia. The Snow 
Bunting was seen as far south as South Carolina and 
certain high grassy peaks in the southern Allegheny 
Mountains. 

Notable Southern Stragglers—Virginia Rail, Kill- 
deer, Wilson’s Snipe, and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
in Nova Scotia. Yellow Rail twice in Massachusetts. 
Least Flycatcher (collected), Barn Swallow and 
Purple Martin in Louisiana; also, Am. Redstart in 
Louisiana and southern Texas, and Gray Vireo col- 
lected in southwestern Arizona. The wintering Yel- 
low-breasted Chats, Baltimore Orioles and Dick- 
cissels so prevalent a few years ago in southern New 
England appear now to have shifted primarily to 
New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia and Florida. 

Western Species Eastward—Three Black-headed 
Grosbeaks wintering in eastern Massachusetts; West- 
ern Tanager on Long Island, N. Y., and in Florida. 

Eastern Species Westward—Palm Warbler, Slate- 
colored Junco and Swamp Sparrow in California. 





REGION REPORTS 
Winter Season 
December 1, 1954 — March 31, 1955 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION — 
December continued much the same weather pattern 
set by the previous months—mild and wet—closing 
the year at Boston as the 
wettest since 1878. There 
was very little snow— 
traces fell on twelve dif- 
ferent days—and the only 
real storms brought 3.9 
inches on the 6th and 
7th, and 6.2 inches on 
the 21st and 22nd. In 
each case mild tempera- 
tures immediately there- 
after caused all the 
accumulation to melt 
promptly. The tempera- 
ture reached 57° twice 
during the latter part of 
the month. The mini- 
mum was 16° on the 
23rd, and the mean was 
34.7°. Precipitation 
inches above normal— 
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totaled 5.40 inches—2.03 


bringing the total for the year to 62.32 inches. Janu- 


ary was completely the reverse, the driest in 84 
years (0.92 inches) at Boston, although several 
heavy storms narrowly missed us to the north and 
buried northern Maine in heavy snow. Temperatures 
were almost exactly “normal” and never got below 
10° at Boston. The weather pattern was quite uniform 
with no January thaw such as we usually experience, 
which perhaps accounts for the apparent heavy mor- 
tality of land-bird stragglers after the middle of the 
month. Wind velocity was 30% above normal. Feb- 
ruary got off to a cold start with the low for the 
winter of —1° on the 3rd, but on the 10th the tem- 
perature reached 57° and remained basically mild 
thereafter, averaging 32°, 2.8° above normal. Snow- 
fall was measurable on only three days, totaling 6.5 
inches. Total precipitation of 4.09 inches is 1.16 
inches above normal. March was excessively windy 
and wet, and not very spring-like. The maximum 
temperature was 63° on the 11th and the 31st, and 
the mean was 37.6°—exactly normal. Average wind 
speed for the month was 17.8 m.p.h., compared with 
a norm of 13.2—four days having winds of 50 m.p.h. 
or higher. Dr. Harrison F. Lewis reported basically 
the same weather pattern from Shelburne County, 
Nova Scotia—mild until late January, a brief cold 
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snap through mid-February, very little ice and snow. 
March was wet and cold. The winter as a whole was 
notable principally for the very great scarcity of land 
birds of all kinds—thought perhaps to be due to 
natural foods having been destroyed by the hurricanes 
of August and September. 

Grebes and Loons.—A fine flight of Horned Grebes 
(700 off Plum Island in January and 200 in March) 
off the Massachusetts coast, and a report of 133 Red- 
necked Grebes from Wells, Me. There were very 
few loons. 

Herons.—Black-crowned Night Herons wintered in 
good numbers in eastern Massachusetts (up to 86 on 
Cape Cod), and several Am. Bitterns lasted until 
mid- or late January. A Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron was found on Jan. 2 and 3 on Cape Cod—the 
first winter record. An Am. Egret at Scituate, Mass., 
March 9, and single Snowy Egrets at Chatham, Mass., 
March 12, and Monomoy, Mass., March 15, are 
early spring arrivals. 

Ducks, Geese and Swans—Canada Geese had a 
very poor winter in Nova Scotia according to Dr. 
Harrison F. Lewis—about one-third as numerous as 
the previous year. Similar conditions were reported 
from eastern Massachusetts, with less than half the 
number reported from the Cape Cod census as in 
1953. There was a fine early spring flight of Snow 
Geese, up to 125 at Newburyport, and smaller flocks 
at various other points. Ducks were. generally scarce. 
There were a few of the usual wintering stragglers, 
but far fewer than in recent years. Of the winter 
ducks, the Common Eider was especially scarce. By 
March 1 many spring migrants were arriving. A pair 
of Barrow’s Golden-eyes in the Sudbury Valley, 
Mass., constituted one of the very few inland records 
for the State, but unusually good numbers were 
reported along the coast. Scaup were also recorded 
in better than average numbers in December and 
January from both Nova Scotia and Massachusetts. 
The big wintering ponds in Rhode Island for such 
ducks as Am. Widgeon, were especially disappoint- 
ing—the wintering population driven out in mid- 
December by an early freeze. 

Hawks.—Aside from a very mild invasion of Gos- 
hawks, this entire group of birds was remarkably 
scarce all winter, especially inland. This seems to 
parallel the great scarcity of land birds also reported 
throughout the Region. 

Rails and Shorebirds —One of the noteworthy as- 
pects of the entire winter was the unusual number 
of wintering flocks of Am. Coot throughout eastern 
Massachusetts, surviving in some numbers until 
spring. Yellow Rails at two spots on Cape Cod in 
December, and a Virginia Rail in Nova Scotia, Jan. 
15, are noteworthy. There were very few wintering 
shorebird stragglers—practically none in comparison 
with the previous year. A Killdeer on Dec. 31, and 
Wilson’s Snipe on Feb. 1 in Nova Scotia, are most 
unusual. 

Gulls —A good winter for Kittiwakes off Cape 
Ann, Mass., but otherwise very uneventful. Small 
numbers of ‘‘white-winged’” gulls showed up at the 
usual favored localities, with few or none in be- 
tween. Up to 5 European Black-headed Gulls (now 
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of routine occurrence), and an immature European 
Little Gull spent the winter in Newburyport Harbor, 
Mass., the first winter record for the latter. 

Alcids.—A good to excellent flight in Decembe; 
and January, with many fewer reports in February 
and March. In especially good numbers were auks 
and murres, while Dovekies were particularly scarce. 

Owls.—Seven species were reported in all, with g 
Short-eared Owls reported in January as the most 
interesting count. It was not a flight year for the 
Snowy, but individuals were well scattered along the 
coast. 

Woodpeckers —The first record of the Pileated 
Woodpecker for the island of Nantucket, Mass., was 
established in December, with many more reports 
than usual of this bird throughout the Region in 
December and January. Several Yellow-bellied Sap. 
suckers wintered on Cape Cod and on March 28 one 
appeared at Dr. Harrison Lewis's feeder in Nova 
Scotia. 

Flycatchers through Wrens —A Western Kingbird 
persisted through Dec. 3 on Cape Cod. Easterm 
Phoebes arrived in numbers from March 4 on. Tree 
Swallows began to move north through eastern Massa- 
chusetts from March 12 on. Blue Jays were notable 
for their scarcity during mid-winter. Brown-capped 
Chickadees staged a fine flight into eastern Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island—9 different localities re. 
porting up to 6 individuals in January. Winter Wrens 
were present in unusual numbers in January, and one 
was found on March 31 in Nova Scotia. 

Thrushes through Warblers —It was a fair winter 
for Gray Shrikes, and one Loggerhead Shrike per. 
sisted through December into January in easter 
Massachusetts; but many people reported the extreme 
scarcity of Cedar Waxwings. An Orange-crowned 
Warbler spent December through February, and well 
into March, at a feeder in Concord, Mass.—an ex- 
tremely rare bird in this Region. There were far 
fewer wintering warblers than we have become accus- 
tomed to call “normal” in recent years, and the few 
stragglers reported were almost entirely restricted to 
Cape Cod and the South Shore of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. 

Blackbirds through Sparrows.—Likewise the num- 
ber of wintering orioles was far below last year, and 
even they appeared not to survive after mid-January. 
Red-wings, grackles, and cowbirds winter regularly 
in the southeastern portion of the Region, and they 
were definitely on the move north by mid-February. 
There were no less than 3 Black-headed Grosbeaks 
reported in eastern Massachusetts during December, 
and two of the three were reported irregularly 
throughout January, February, and March. Evening 
Grosbeaks wintered in the area in fair numbers, and 
it was a fine year for Pine Grosbeaks—many reports 
of small flocks from all over eastern Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. Purple Finches were scarce, as 
were redpolls and siskins. An Indigo Bunting ap- 
peared in Lincoln, Mass., in late January, and was 
joined by another in mid-March. There was a fait 
scattering of reports of both crossbills, but not a 
real flight year by any means. Wintering sparrows 
were very scarce—areas such as the Sudbury Valley 
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in eastern Massachusetts reporting record low num- 
bers of Am. Tree Sparrows and juncos, and very few 
of the usual stragglers such as Field, Swamp, Song, 
etc. A Lark Sparrow was reported from Orleans, 
Cape Cod, in mid-January, and another from Rum- 
ford, R. I., in mid-March. A Harris's Sparrow in 
Bradford, Mass., throughout January, February, and 
March, was finally banded on March 18.—ALLEN 
MorGAN, Wayland, Mass., and RutTH P. EMeEry, 
Massachusetts Audubon Society, 155 Newbury St., 
Boston 16, Mass. 


HUDSON - ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—In the 
northern part of the Region during the winter period 
the temperature was 
about normal but the 
precipitation somewhat 
higher than usual. At 
Quebec in December the 
snowfall totaled 52 in. 
and at the end of March 
there was about 50 in. 
on the ground. Practi- 
cally the same conditions 
were found in northern 
New York and northern 
New England; in the 
Green Mountains of Ver- 
mont there was 5 to 6 ft. 
of snow cover in the 
woods and Lake Cham- 
plain was solidly frozen 
in early February. At 
Binghamton, N. Y., the 
heavy snows occurred in 
January and February while in Ulster County, N. Y., 
snow was relatively light during the entire winter. 
There was practically no snow on the ground at 
any time during the winter at New York City. 

All birds were scarce in the north, particularly in 
northern New Hampshire and in Quebec. Through- 
out these areas there was little or no natural food 
available; the cone crop was poor, there were no nuts 
and extremely little wild fruit. Seeds from the Box 
Elder (Acer negundo) were exhausted in the early 
winter in the north, weed seeds were buried in the 
deep snow and the seeds that were blown from the 
birches were inaccessible. Grosbeaks became scarce 
there and the redpolls and the Snow Buntings, com- 
mon in the early winter, were rare from January to 
mid-March. Farther south in the Green Mountains 
the crop of spruce cones was fair and these should 
have attracted some of the crossbills. 

Loons, Grebes, Gannets and Cormorants.—Red- 
throated Loons are casual on inland waters of the 
Region and but two such records were received: the 
first from the Hudson River off Piermont, N. Y., on 
Dec. 4 (D. Hill); the other, an uninjured bird 
picked up from a highway north of Watertown, 
N. Y., on Dec. 21 (J. B. Belknap). Red-necked 
Grebes were not plentiful; ten of the reports re- 
ceived were of occurrences on salt water off Long 
Island, N. Y., and but two came from inland points: 




















Burlington, Vt., Jan. 2 (N. St. Jacques) and North- 
ampton, Mass. (Cotton). Horned Grebes were par- 
ticularly numerous; there was a count of 232 in 
southern Nassau Co., L. I., on Jan. 1. An Eared 
Grebe at Manasquan Inlet, N. J., was first reported 
by C. Lincoln and the identification confirmed by 
others. On Feb. 16 a 6 of this species, probably 
the same bird, was collected by G. Woolfenden at 
Wreck Pond, the first specimen for New Jersey. Gan- 
nets were reported as rather numerous off-shore until 
mid-January. European Cormorants were found at 
Montauk Point, L. I., and in western Long Island 
Sound; off Long Branch, N. J., they were present 
from Jan. 2 to Feb. 25, the maximum count being 
97 (J. L. Edwards). 

Herons.—Wintering Great Blue Herons were 
present wherever unfrozen marsh could be found. 
They were not unusual on Long Island, on the New 
Jersey coast and on the Sound shore of Connecticut. 
The most northerly report is from Monroe, N. H., 
where one was seen on Jan. 1 (Emery); Ware, 
Mass., and Syracuse and Schenectady, N. Y., re- 
ported these herons at the beginning of the year. 
March records of the Am. Egret in this Region may 
represent wintering birds, but more probably they 
are extremely early migrants. One was found on 
March 10 at Middletown, Monmouth Co., N. J. 
(G. M. Seeley, W. H. Sandford); another, on 
Fishers Island, N. Y., on March 25 (H. L. Ferguson, 
Jr.). A surprising record was that of a Louisiana 
Heron at Oceanport, N. J., on March 22 (WHS., et 
al.); there is a possibility, too, that this was an 
early migrant. The preponderance of Black-crowned 
Night Heron reports came from Long Island. As 
most of the dates are not later than Jan. 1 it is prob- 
able that many of these birds did not spend the 
winter here. The most northerly record is that of 14 
or more at Springfield, Mass., on Dec. 25 (Avery). 
The status of the Am. Bitterns seen at the first of 
the year is likewise questionable; many must have 
been late migrants. On Jan. 28 a large bird was seen 
on a sixth floor fire escape in uptown Manhattan 
and was identified by A. Bihun and Rea King of the 
National Audubon Society as an Am. Bittern. The 
bird seemed to be in good condition as it soon took 
off. 

Swans and Geese.—Three Whistling Swans win- 
tered on eastern Long Island. On Takanassee Lake 
near Long Branch, N. J., one appeared on Dec. 23 
and remained for about a month (GMS). On Long 
Island the only Snow Geese reported were two at 
Mecox where they remained for a month or more; 
one was present on the open water of Saranac River 
in the Adirondacks; an individual spent some time 
on Lake Como near Spring Lake. N. J., and was last 
seen, Jan. 8. A flock of about 300 Snow Geese was 
seen over Shelburne, Mass., on Dec. 1 (Green), 
late migrants. The only Blue Geese were four on 
the Christmas Count on Staten Island. 

Ducks.—Apart from 42 seen on western Long 
Island on Jan. 2, the only Gadwalls recorded were 
at Springfield, Mass., 2 Qs (Leshure, ef al.). But 
few European Widgeons were reported, a number 
from the New York City area and 3 from northern 
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New Jersey; one at Oceanport, Feb. 5 (GMS, WHS) 
and 2 at Wreck Pond, Jan. 2. Barrow’s Golden-eyes 


were reported from inland points only; on_ the 
Winooski River near Burlington, Vt. a ¢ was seen 
first on Jan. 2 and later on March 13, 19 and 21 


(NStJ); a¢ was found on Jan. 12 at North Walpole, 
N. H. (T. Richards) and another at Stewartstown, 
N. H., Feb. 25 (Dana). The only Harlequins to 
appear in the records were ag anda Q at Montauk, 


L. I. on Dec. 29; a third bird joined them on the 
following day. There were 2 at Atlantic Beach, 
L. I., on March 12 (J. Mayer, et al/.). In the Hudson 


River at Grand View near Nyack, N. Y., a flock 
of Ruddy Ducks spent the winter, the flock building 
up to a maximum of over 400 by March 31. 

Vultures and Hawks.—Three Turkey Vultures, 
tentative migrants, arrived at a roost at Orrs Mills, 
Orange Co., N. Y., on Feb. 24, the flock soon in- 
creasing to 30 individuals; at Weston, Conn., 12 
arrived at the town dump during the late winter 
(Betty Long). More Goshawks were reported than 
usual; although most of the records came from the 
northern part of the Region there were several from 
the more southerly areas; 3 were seen at Bear Moun- 
tain near Salisbury, Conn. (R. McC. Hatch). Al- 
though these hawks have wintered regularly for 
years in northwestern Connecticut there is no indi- 
cation that the population of Ruffed Grouse in the 
vicinity has ever been adversely affected through pre- 
dation by the hawks. The number of Rough-legged 
Hawks reported through the winter was very low; 
they were formerly rather common in the Connecticut 
River Valley in winter but this year they were almost 
entirely unreported; there were very few on Long 
Island; entirely absent from Fishers Island, N. Y. 
(HLF, Jr.) and scarce at Watertown, N. Y.; a 
count of 5 at Montreal, Que., and vicinity, repre- 
sents a high percentage of the total number re- 
corded. For the first winter in years Marsh Hawks 
were entirely absent at Orient, L. I. (R. Latham) ; 
farther inland they were not uncommon. The Pigeon 
Hawk, a rare winter resident, was reported twice: 
one in Westchester County, N. Y., on Dec. 26; 
another at Middlebury, Vt., on Feb. 19 at the village 
dump where Common Starlings and House Sparrows 
congregate (A. M. Decker). 

Rails and Gallinules —Wintering King Rails were 
found at Saybrook, Conn., 2 on Jan. 1 (R. T. Peter- 
son, I. R. Barnes); one at Orient, L. I., in mid- 
winter (RL) and one at Brookhaven, L. I., for several 
weeks in February. Many Clapper Rails were re- 
ported on Long Island around the first of the year 
and Virginia Rails were present at least into early 
January; 5 were found at Saybrook, Conn., on Jan. 1 
(RTP, IRB). Two were reported from the vicinity 
of Boonton, N. J. The Sora is rare here in winter; 
2 only were seen, both on Long Island. The Florida 
Gallinule, too, is rare here in winter; 7 were re- 
corded during the period, all on Long Island. 

Shorebirds, Gulls, Alcids—An astonishing occur- 
rence was a pair of Piping Plover which was seen 
from late November until the first of the year at 
Montauk, L. I. Reports on Purple Sandpipers have in- 
creased materially over the records of past years: 
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they were common on southern Long Island; there 
was a count of 125 on Dec. 26 on the Sound shore of 
Westchester County, N. Y., and a flock of over 59 
was at Great Kills Park, Staten Island, through the 
winter (Mathilde P. Weingartner); 4 were seen a 
Shark River, N. J., on Feb. 13 (I. H. Black, GMS). 
Of the “‘white-winged’’ gulls the Iceland was the 
more numerous in the northern part of the Region— 
11 at Quebec on Dec. 29 (F. Hamel )—while in the 
south the Glaucous predominated; both gulls were 
seen on Lake Champlain at Burlington, Vt. , 
Glaucous, March 10 to 14 and an Iceland through 
February to March 10 (NStJ); an Iceland Gull was 
seen at Northampton, Mass., on Dec. 10 (S. A 
Eliot). A Great Black-backed Gull at Spofford Lake. 
Chesterfield, N. H., on Feb. 19 was unusual (TR), 
Several of the rarer gulls were found during the 
winter, including a Lesser Black-backed, on Staten 
Island, N. Y., Jan. 30 (JLE, F. Wolfarth): a Black. 
headed in New York Harbor (several observers) and 
a Little Gull, also in New York Harbor to Feb. 19 
(G. Carleton). Most unusual was the occurrence of 
an Ivory Gull at Manasquan Inlet, N. J. The gull 
was first seen on Jan. 30 by A. F. Barber, P. K. 
Garland and J. McDermott as they were throwing 
bread to the flock of gulls at the Inlet. As they con- 
tinued to feed a strange gull appeared; it was very 
tame and approached to within a few feet of them. 
All characters were reported; size, plumage and leg 
color; it was nearly adult and seemed entirely white 
except that when directly overhead with the light 
shining through the feathers, the tips of the prim. 
aries and the ends of the tail feathers appeared dark. 
The gull remained there for several days and was 
seen by several observers. Some of the Coast Guards. 
men at the Manasquan station, who had just come 
in from a Greenland cruise, told an almost fantastic 
story of this gull joining the ship off Greenland; 
they fed the bird regularly and it continued with 
them south to the station. Very few alcids were re- 
ported; several Razor-billed Auks were seen off 
southern Long Island and 1 at Manasquan Inlet, N. J., 
on Jan. 16 (Colette and H. Armit); 1 or 2 Brin- 
nich’s Murres were seen off southern Long Island 
and a Dovekie appeared off Montauk, L. I. 

Doves, Owls.—Mourning Doves were very numer- 
ous in the southern part of the Region. Central and 
western Massachusetts supported a relatively large 
population; at Westport, Conn., 171 were reported 
on the Christmas Count of Jan. 2; in Westchester 
County, N. Y., the wintering population was about 
four times any former high count; records from 
northern New Jersey were also numerous. 

In a church spire in Schenectady, N. Y., a Barn 
Owl was captured on Feb. 19 (Mildred Crary), was 
photographed and released. It is not often that we 
report a nesting bird under the heading of ‘Winter 
Birds” but on Feb. 16 a Horned Owl was found on 
the nest at Northampton, Mass.; on Feb. 26 the same 
thing was noted at Pittsfield, Mass. In general Snowy 
Owls were not numerous but they were widely dis- 
tributed; a few wintered at Riviére du Loup, Que. 
(H. Ouellet): on Long Island there were a few scat- 
tered reports; 3 or 4 were seen on Fishers Island, 
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N. Y., the last on March 20 simultaneously with the 
season's first Osprey (HLF, Jr.). These owls were 
considered as unusually common around Watertown, 
N. Y., where about 15 wintered; in December and 
January they were near Lake Ontario but then moved 
inland for the remainder of the winter, the last being 
seen on March 28 (JBB). These Snowy Owls prob- 
ably come in through a flyway down the Great Lakes. 
The occurrence of a bird, very rare in this Region, 
was reported from the vicinity of Tupper Lake in the 
Adirondacks; on March 5 in a densely wooded swamp 
a Great Gray Owl was seen by A. Amstutz and 
was reported in very accurate detail (fide, G. M. 
Meade). Another bird of this family, very rare in 
this Region is the Richardson’s Owl; 2 of these birds 
were reported from Charlesbourg, Que., and both 
were picked up dead there, one on March 8, the 
other on March 17 (R. Cayouette). 

W oodpeckers.—Further evidence that the Pileated 
Woodpecker does adapt itself to civilization is the 
report that these birds now forage commonly in the 
trees of the village of Middlebury, Vt. (AMD); a 
note from Westport, Conn., states that a Red-bellied 
Woodpecker has been a regular visitor at a feeding 
station there for many weeks; a Red-headed Wood- 
pecker wintered through at Westhampton, Mass. The 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker is rare in the New York 
area in late winter so the record of one at Lake 
Erskine, N. J., during late February and early March 
is notable (S. Waldron). Except in the Connecticut 
Lakes area the three-toed woodpeckers are rarely seen 
in this Region but an Arctic Woodpecker was found 
at Rutland, Vt., on Dec. 5 (Elizabeth Ball). 

Flycatchers to Ravens —A Western Kingbird which 
had been at Riis Park, L. I., since October was last 
seen on Jan. 2; several Eastern Phoebes have been 
reported, one at Northampton, Mass., on Dec. 26 
and later; at Hadley, Mass., and at Westport, Conn., 
one each at the first of the year. The Eastern Phoebe 
seen at Nyack, N. Y., on March 10 was probably an 
early migrant (Louise Deed, DH). Gray Jays were 
common in the woods near Riviére du Loup, Que. 
(HO); several were reported at the first of the year 
at Pittsburg, N. H. (F. T. Scott). In Massachusetts 
one wintered at Orange and one was seen at Erving 
from Nov. 13 to Dec. 3. Three of the Am. Magpies 
that were released at Woodstock, Vt., are still in 
that vicinity (T. S. Fillebrown). Four Common 
Ravens wintered at Riviére du Loup, Que. (HO); 
one was seen at Hadley, Mass., on Dec. 11, per- 
mitting close observation, and the identifying char- 
acters were noted (Ballman); another raven was 
seen at Saranac Lake in the Adirondacks of N. Y. 
(G. T. Chase). It must have been that the Am. 
Crows found a suitable and adequate food supply at 
Riviére du Loup, Que., for a flock of 60 spent the 
winter there, far north of their normal wintering 
range (HO). 

Chickadees T hrushes.—Black-capped 
Chickadees have been unusually numerous, particu- 
larly in the southern part of the Region. There was 
an unprecedented flight of Brown-capped Chickadees 
into the Region; the distribution was wide but rather 
thin and nearly every report was of single birds or 


through 


of pairs. At Pittsburg, N. H., 16 were seen on Jan. 
1 (FTS) but there the birds are resident; very few 
were reported from Long Island but in the valleys 
of the Connecticut and the Hudson Rivers they were 
numerous and were first seen in late November. The 
area that they occupied in this Region extended to 
its western boundary, Cortland, N. Y., Jan. 1 and 2 
(R. and H. Axtell); south into northern New Jersey 
and east as far as Hartford, Conn. The Tufted Tit- 
mouse is an increasingly common resident in northern 
New Jersey and is pressing north rapidly; it was 
reported from Hartford and Westport, Conn.; from 
West Springfield, Mass., and from Binghamton, N. Y. 
The House Wren is purely casual in this Region in 
January, but on the second of that month one was 
seen at Long Branch, N. J. (JHB). Reports of 
Winter Wrens were found in almost all of the notes 
submitted from the southern part of the Region as 
were those of the Carolina Wren. These latter are 
pushing northward with the succession of favorable 
winters. There are two records from Massachusetts: 
1 at Turners Falls and 2 at West Springfield; 2 were 
found at Binghamton, N. Y., Jan. 1; 1 at New 
Paltz, N: Y., Feb. 20 (R. Pyle) and 2 at Scotia, 
N. Y., Jan. 24 and later (E. Hallenback). These 
wrens reached the central Adirondacks this winter; 
at Saranac Lake one visited the feeder of Dr. Meade 
from Dec. 1 to Dec. 18. A Short-billed Marsh Wren, 
an extremely rare bird here in winter, was found at 
Saybrook, Conn., on Jan. 1. More Mockingbirds have 
been seen during the past winter than have been seen 
for a decade; several reports came from Long Island; 
in Sussex Co., N. J., one has visited a feeder regu- 
larly since early January and was singing on March 
17; at Glastonbury, Conn, one was seen on Feb. 
26 (J. L. Whittles). In Massachusetts reports were 
from Easthampton, Dec. 6 and 7 (Kidger) and from 
Northampton, March 3 to the end of the period 
(SAE). An Am. Robin was seen at Topsham, Vt., 
on Feb. 8 feeding on juniper berries, while there 
was very heavy snow-cover on the ground (Elisabeth 
and Alison Macdonald). An Olive-backed Thrush 
was at the Botanical Garden in New York City from 
late November to at least the first of the year; another 
appeared on the Christmas Count for Bear Mountain 
Park, N. Y., Jan. 2 (J. Orth, J. Kenny). 

Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes —Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were generally and widely distributed from 
northern Massachusetts south. There are few records 
of the Ruby-crown, although there were occurrences 
in Massachusetts at Northampton, Greenfield and No. 
Hadley; a very few from southwestern Connecticut; 
one on Long Island and another at Long Branch, 
N. J., Jan. 2 (G. D. Stout). Two Bohemian Wax- 
wings were seen and adequately described on March 
15 at No. Amherst, Mass., by Mrs. Nutting. Gray 
Shrikes were more numerous than in several winters 
past; Syracuse, N. Y., reported 10 on their Christ- 
mas Count on Dec. 26; several were in the vicinity 
of Watertown, N. Y., but none were identified in the 
Adirondacks; there were few in central Massachusetts 
after the end of January and 2 at Burlington, Vt., 
during February and March; one was heard singing 
on March 2 (NStJ). Loggerhead Shrikes were 
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at Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 12 (GMM), 
and at Northampton, So. Hadley and Holyoke, Mass., 
which seemed to be their northern limit except for 
the Adirondack bird. They appeared on the Christmas 
Counts of Hartford and Westport, Conn.; there were 
numerous reports from Long Island, several from 
Sussex Co., N. J., and one from the vicinity of Cin- 
cinnatus, Cortland Co., N. Y., March 18 (Thurber). 
The numbers and the distribution of these shrikes in 
the southern part of the Region were unprecedented. 

Warblers, Orioles, Tanagers—An unusual number 
of Orange-crowned Warblers was reported, mostly 
single birds at feeding stations. There were not so 
many Yellow-breasted Chats as during several winters 
past and all were in the early winter; single birds 
were at So. Hadley, Mass., Jan. 11 to 15; near 
Westport, Conn., Dec. 11 to 25 (BL); and Long 
Branch, N. J., Jan. 2 (A. E. Eynon); at Ridgewood, 
N. J., one visited a feeding station for a week at 
the first of the year. Baltimore Orioles were found 
as far north as Woodstock, Vt., where one was seen 
daily from Nov. 28 to the first of the year; 2 win- 
tered at Auburn, Mass. (Crompton); others were 
reported from Westport, Conn.; Franklin and Ridge- 
wood, N. J.: Staten Island and Schenectady, N. Y. 
A Bullock's Oriole wintered through at So. Hadley 
Falls, Mass. (SAE). At Locust Valley, L. I., a 
Western Tanager was a regular visitor at the feeding 
station of Mrs. E. Wright and was seen by many 
observers. 

Finches —In New York State the Cardinal has 
pushed north to Henderson, sduth of Watertown. A 
Q was seen there on March 2; the description fur- 
nished with the report was detailed and accurate 
(JBB). A 24 wintered through at Turners Falls, 
Mass.; 15 were counted at Syracuse, N. Y., on the 
Christmas Count; a ¢ was a daily visitor at a feeder 
in Hartford, Conn. (RMcCH); in the report of the 
Christmas Count at Westport, Conn., 64 were counted 
on Jan. 2, far exceeding the record of 45 made 
last year. The few Dickcissels reported were widely 
dispersed; one at Walpole, N. H., was seen from 
Nov. 8 to Dec. 26 (Brainard); one at Amsterdam, 
N. Y., through January; one each at Hartford and 
Greenwich, Conn., in late December and one at 
Brookside, near Morristown, N. J., from mid-Feb- 
ruary to March 15 (Frost). There was a distinct 
migratory movement of Evening Grosbeaks from the 
north in the late fall, but they left the northern part 
of the Region and congregated from northern Massa- 
chusetts south. Quebec, northern New Hampshire 
and the Adirondacks reported the bird absent after 
early winter but in Massachusetts the Christmas 
counts showed them very numerous: Westfield re- 
ported 485; Northampton, 423; Pittsfield, 123. They 
were considered common in Sullivan Co., N. Y., and 
in Sussex Co., N. J. In a canoe trip of 7 or 8 miles 
from Lake Paulinskill to Blairstown, N. J., approxi- 
mately 500 were counted on Feb. 20 (G. Johnson). 
Few Purple Finches were found. The range of the 
House Finch shows little change but the number of 
individuals in Connecticut has increased: 50 in the 
vicinity of Greenwich on Dec. 26; on Long Island 
21 were counted on Jan. 2; and in the vicinity of 
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Brooklyn, 6 were found on the same date. The 
winter was marked by a heavy incursion of Pine 
Grosbeaks which passed through and out of the 
northern part of the Region in the early winter; at 
Quebec there were very few in January and none 
whatever in February and March (RC); in the 
Adirondacks of New York they disappeared between 
late January and mid-February; in northern New 
Hampshire very few remained until Feb. 1 (FTS)- 
a few were reported in Vermont, 13 at Topsham on 
Dec. 29 (AM, EM). The largest concentrations were 
in central and western Massachusetts: 217 in North. 
ampton and 157 at Greenfield, both on Dec. 26: 
more were recorded in western Connecticut and op 
Long Island. In Troy, Schenectady and Watertown in 
New York the grosbeaks were plentiful at the first 
of the year. In Ulster County, N. Y., more were 
recorded than in any previous winter, their preferred 
food here being maple seeds; in Sullivan Co., N. Y, 
many flocks of 25 to 30 birds were present until late 
March: in Sussex and Passaic Counties in New 
Jersey, they were plentiful throughout the entire 
winter. One was heard singing on March 24. A 
few birds were reported as far south as Morristown, 
Redpolls were present in Quebec through Decem. 
ber but were very scarce after the first of the year, 
From central New Hampshire and Vermont, farther 
north in the Champlain Valley, these birds were 
numerous, their area extending south to Long Island 
and northern New Jersey; Schenectady reported them 
as abundant; Watertown, common to March 1; Syra- 
cuse found 106 on Dec. 26; Binghamton, 24 on Jan. 
1. No Pine Siskins were reported in the north but 
they were abundant in the southern sections: in 
New Jersey, 229 were at Ramsey and 201 at Mortis- 
town, both on Jan. 2; 130 were at Long Branch at 
the first of the year. At Rockland County, N. Y,, 
there were 216 on Dec. 26. In Massachusetts they 
were regular and local; 230 in So. Amherst on Jan. 
29; small flocks were seen in Canaan, Conn., where 
they fed on the seeds of arbor-vitae and quite ignored 
feeding stations (A. A. Saunders). Red Crossbills 
were scarce and local: 113 were seen in southern 
Nassau Co., L. I., on Jan. 1; elsewhere most reports 
were of small flocks of not over 6. On the other hand, 
White-winged Crossbills were numerous and widely 
distributed from Topsham and Burlington, Vt., south 
to Long Island; the first record of the winter was 
of 12 on Dec. 5, at Roslyn, L. I. (P. H. Gillen, Jr.). 
An Oregon Junco has visited the feeder of Mrs. King 
at Northampton, Mass., in past winters; this winter 
a & was seen there in December and twice in early 
March; at Monson, Mass., a 6 was seen from Jan. 
25 to Feb. 2 (Rickards, ef al.). In New York the 
species was recorded in New Scotland and in Nyack. 
A Long Island representative of this species was at 
Manhasset through December and part of January. 
(D. Skaar)—CuHaries K. NicHoLs, American Ma- 
seum of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—AlI- 
though the temperature for the whole winter aver- 
aged normal, there were marked fluctuations. On 
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Feb. 2 and 12 
the thermometer 
skidded to zero 
and near zero 
readings in the 
northern part of 
the Region, with 
somewhat higher 
marks farther 
south. Between 
those dates and 
late February 
were some very 
warm spells. Rain 
and were 
about normal. 

Grebes to Ibises.— 
Pied-billed Grebes were abundant along the New 
Jersey coast, but with only one ocean record, 
at Manasquan. on Feb. 13 (B. Grant, Q. Kramer). 
On the Dec. 29 St. Michaels, Md. Count 
671 Horned Grebes were listed. Two Am. Egrets 
were seen at Arlington, Va., Jan. 1, and one at Hope- 
well, Va., Dec. 15 (J. L. DeLime). A Louisiana 
Heron at Chincoteague Refuge, Va., on Dec. 29 
(E. O. Mellinger, J. H. Buckalew) and 2 at Cobb 
Island, Va., Dec. 28 (F. R. Scott, C. C. Steirly) are 
very unusual. A Yellow-crowned Night Heron was 
found at Back Bay, Va., Dec. 27 (P. W. Sykes, 
et al.); and a Glossy Ibis at a small pond near Nor- 
folk, Va., March 25 and 26 (W. F. Rountrey, ef al.). 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—Whistling Swans were 
reported at several places in the northern part of the 
Region: Allentown, Pa., a flock of 30 flying over at 
about 100 feet on March 30 (C. Miller); 3 at Dun- 
cannon, Pa., Nov. 3 (Mrs. Mueller); one wintering 
at Bombay Hook, Del.; one at Morrisville, Pa., March 
12 (F. Van Sant, Jr.); and one near Turnerville, 
N. J. Feb. 12 (Mrs. A. S. Wise). At Chinco- 
teague only about a third of the normal flock of 
20,000 Am. Brant wintered; and Snow Geese varied 
from 1000 to 10,000. Snow Geese wintered in large 
numbers at Fortescue, N. J., and were reported to 
have built up to about 20,000 by mid-March. Scott 
counted 34 Blue Geese at Curle’s Neck, Richmond, 
Va., on Jan. 2. A European Teal was seen at Berlin, 
Md., Dec. 27 (S. H. Low, JHB). J. M. Abbott 
reported a strangely marked teal at Alexandria, Va., 
March 19, with the horizontal bar of a European 
Teal plus a narrow diagonal bar forward of the 
wing (fide E. G. Davis). DeLime estimated unusual 
numbers of 4500 Mallards, 3340 Black Ducks, and 
300 Wood Ducks at Presquile Refuge, in inland 
Virginia, on Jan. 2. In Albemarle County, Va., W. F. 
Minor saw 2 Greater Scaups at Henley’s Lake on 
Dec. 26, and C. E. Stevens, Jr., saw 34 near Scotts- 
ville on March 2. 

Hawks to Rails.—Reports of Rough-legged Hawks 
were numerous from throughout the Region, as far 
south as Newport News, Va. Pigeon Hawks were 
reported from Ocean City, Dec. 27 (R. D. Cole); 
Brooke, Va., Dec. 26 (T. B. Nolan): Norfolk, Va., 
Dec. 30 (PWS, et al.); and Back Bay, Dec. 27 
(PWS, et al.). Golden Eagles were seen at Long 
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Beach Island, N. J., Jan. 12 (B. Murray, J. Baird, 
C. Hetzel); at Bombay Hook, Nov. 7, and appar- 
ently wintering (Charles Price); and in Maryland 
at Berlin, Dec. 27, and Blackwater Refuge, Dec. 28 
(SHL, I. N. Gabrielson). An Osprey was found at 
Denton, Md., on the very early date of March 7 
(Salome Somers, fide M. W. Hewitt). Scott and 
Steirly flushed a Ring-necked Pheasant at Cobb Island, 
Va., on Dec. 28. A Virginia Rail was captured by a 
trapper at Bridgeton, N. J., on Jan. 28 (B. K. Mat- 
lack). A Florida Gallinule at Ocean City, Md., on 
Dec. 27 was a remarkable find (SHL, JHB). 

Shorebirds to Skimmers.—Scott and Steirly counted 
18 Am. Oyster-catchers, and 2 Piping and 6 Ringed 
Plovers at Cobb Island, Va., on Dec. 28; 12 Dow- 
itchers were seen at Chincoteague, Va., Dec. 29 
(EOM, ef al.). Five Greater Yellow-legs were re- 
ported from Back Bay on Dec. 27 (Mrs. L. E. Bur- 
ford). A Parasitic Jaeger was observed chasing a 
Bonaparte’s Gull at Back Bay, March 12 (F. C. 
Richardson, P. Delaney, PWS). An Iceland Gull was 
seen on the Delaware River at National Park, N. J., 
Dec. 12 (Edward Manners); and a Little Gull was 
identified at North Wildwood, N. J., Dec. 12 (E. 
Reimann, D. Cutler). A Black-legged Kittiwake was 
observed at Manasquan, N. J., on Nov. 28 (Lawrence 
Corn). Three Laughing Gulls were found on the 
Wicomico River in southern Maryland, Jan. 2 (J. Ter- 
borgh, ef al.). A Black Skimmer on the Delaware 
at National Park, N. J., Jan. 6 and 2 at Cape 
Charles, Va. Jan. 1 (John V. Dennis) are first 
winter records for these areas. Two were at Ocean 
City, Md., Dec. 27 (I. N. Gabrielson, A. Stickley, 
Jr.). A Razor-billed Auk was seen at Cape Charles, 
Va., on Jan. 1 (JVD). 

Doves and Owls.—Christmas Bird Counts indicate 
a winter population of doves somewhat above nor- 
mal. Feeding stations were well patronized, 32 doves 
at Palmyra, N. J., on Feb. 15 (Emory Bowers) being 
average. A Screech Owl was heard at Audubon, Mill 
Grove, Pa., on Dec. 12 (J. d’A. Northwood). A fe- 
male Snowy Owl was injured by a wrench thrown 
at it by a section hand near King of Prusia, Pa., 
and later died at the Philadelphia Zoo (Fred Ulmer). 
One was seen at Schnecksville, Pa., Dec. 26 (Jeanne 
and Miriam Leeds): and one at Green Park, Pa., 
early in November (Leroy Myers). Saw-whet Owls 
have been reported in good numbers throughout the 
Region as far down as southern Maryland, with 7 
records in Talbot Co., Md. (R. L. Kleen). One at 
Bridgeport, N. J., was found again and again in 
the same spot, usually in the same tree. 

Chickadees—The most striking feature of the 
season was the tremendous influx of northern chick- 
adees. At least one of several wintering Brown-capped 
Chickadees stayed at Wyncote, Pa., until Jan. 27 
(G. P. Morsello). First records for both Maryland 
and Virginia were made for the Brown-capped 
Chickadee. The Maryland bird was first seen on 
Dec. 12 by Karl Stecher and Paul G. DuMont: was 
collected by Robert E. Stewart on Dec. 19; and was 
identified as Parus hudsonicus littoralis. The Virginia 
bird appeared at the home of Edward and Mary 
Bennington near Dyke on the Mt. Vernon Highway 
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from Jan. 30 throughout the winter, being identified 
as to species by Washington authorities. There was 
a heavy invasion of Black-capped Chickadees as far 
south as the Arlington—Alexandria, Va., area. Two 
found at Chincoteague, Va., Dec. 29 (JT, 
et al.); but observers searched for them in vain in 
Piedmont and eastern Virginia, south of the Wash- 
ington region. 

Wrens to Thrashers —A House Wren was seen at 
Washington on Jan. 1 (KS); one at St. Michaels, 
Md., Dec. 29 (RDC, J. Spurry); and one at Back 
Bay on Dec. 27 (WFR, FCR). A Bewick’s Wren 
was observed at Honey Brook, Pa., from Dec. 12 to 
Feb. 13 (N. Musser); one at Triadelphia Reservoir, 
Md., Dec. 26 (R. B. Dubois); one wintered at 
Denton, Md. (Roberta Fletcher); and one was 
heard singing in eastern Albemarle County, Va., Dec. 
27 (K. Lawless). A Long-billed Marsh Wren at 
Hopewell, Va., Jan. 2, was unusual (FRS). Another 
was seen at Scottsville, Va., through Dec. 27 (CES). 
A Carolina Wren and 3 Mockingbirds wintered at 
Allentown, Pa. (CM). A Catbird was seen at 
Greensboro, Md., Dec. 12 (MWH). A _ Brown 
Thrasher appeared regularly at Coatesville, Pa., Dec. 
12 to Jan. 30 (Phyllis Hurlock). One was seen at 
Preston, Md. Dec. 12, and another at Denton, Md., 
Dec. 27 (Alicia Knotts). 

Kinglets to Warblers—Golden-crowned Kinglets 
were exceedingly scarce in Piedmont Virginia. A 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet was found on the Allentown 
Christmas Bird Count (fide CM). An immature 
Gray Shrike at Thorofare, N. J., was seen first on 
Dec. 12 and last on Jan. 15 (Wm. Middleton); one 
was trapped at Pitman, N. J., on Dec. 12 (Geo. 
Hitchner); and one was seen south of Frederick, 
Md., Jan. 22 (P. A. DuMont, P. G. DuMont). 
Orange-crowned Warblers were reported in very 
unusual numbers on the coastal Christmas Counts 
along the New Jersey coast, apparently disappearing 
after the cold and snow, but with one still present 
at the feeding station of A. M. Linton at Moorestown, 
N. J., on Feb. 19. They were also seen at Ocean 
City, Chincoteague, and Back Bay. A Common Yel- 
lowthroat was seen at Greensboro, Md., Dec. 27 
(AK). A Yellow-breasted Chat was found dead at 


were 


Woodbury, N. J., Feb. 3 (WM); one was well 
observed at Sandy Point, Md., Dec. 27 (D. C. and 
H. N. Page). 

Blackbirds and Orioles—On the Norfolk, Va., 


Christmas Count on Dec. 30 an estimated 2,000,000 
Red-winged Blackbirds and 1650 Brown-headed Cow- 
birds were found (PWS, ef al.). There have been 
sO many reports of wintering Baltimore Orioles 
throughout the Region from New Jersey to the 
Richmond, Va., area that there is no point in indi- 
vidual records. There have been so many recent 
records of the Brewer's Blackbird in eastern Pennsy]l- 
vania and Delaware that the high lights of the history 
should be reviewed here. First appearances were of a 
single bird at Lake Ontelaunee near Reading, Pa., 
on Oct. 15, 1951 (Dr. Kendig, C. Miller), and 3 
at Bombay Hook, Del., on Nov. 3, 1951 (J. R. Lam- 
plugh, R. T. Brooke, Jr.). Credit is due the keen 
observers who first discovered this bird, which can 
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all too easily be overlooked. In 1952 none was 
seen. In 1953 five were seen at Bombay Hook op 
Oct. 5 (DC, Wm. Jay), and 120 at Exton, Pa., on 
Dec. 14°(P. B. Street). Since then these birds have 
been regular winter residents at Bombay Hook, Oc. 
10 to April 11. Two flocks of Boat-tailed Grackles 
about 100 birds, were seen at Fortescue, N. J. 
March 12 (Frank McLaughlin). 

Dickcissels to Red polls.—W intering Dickcissels 
were reported from widely scattered points through. 
out the whole Region; a female was banded at 
Arlington, Va., March 29 (A. H. Fast). Evening 
Grosbeaks were generally distributed, mostly in flocks 
of medium size. Reid saw a total of 272 on 24 days 
around Camptown, Pa., with a high of 100 on Dec. 
21 and 60 on Feb. 2. They appeared at Hopewell, 
Va., on Jan. 2 (CES), in Richmond on Jan. 13 
(FRS), and in February in most towns in Piedmont 
and southern Virginia, from Lynchburg east, in 
flocks up to 50. Pine Grosbeaks again appeared in 
the northern part of the Region. Reid found a total 
of 223 birds on 38 days in a dozen localities around 
Camptown, with a high of 38 at Herrickville op 
Jan. 7, and a latest record on Feb. 15. R. R. Kerr 
(now deceased) and Mellinger saw 9 Common Red. 
polls at Chincoteague on Dec. 29. 

Crossbills to Snow Buntings.—Reid saw 6 Red 
Crossbills at Wyalusing, Pa., Jan. 31, and 11 White. 
winged Crossbills at Standing Stone, Pa., Feb. 2; 
but found only one Pine Siskin during the season. 
Christmas Bird Counts show that the White-crowned 
Sparrow has become a _ regular winter resident 
throughout the Region, although it is very rare in 
winter in eastern Virginia. In the northern part of the 
Region in 1951 one station out of a sample 16 locali- 
ties reported a single bird. In 1953, 8 of the same 
16 reported 58 birds. Much the same situation is true 
in Maryland and around Washington. Reid saw 3 
Lapland Longspurs at Camptown on March 1. He 
found 20 Snow Buntings there on Feb. 12, 7 at 
Standing Stone on Feb. 14, and one in the top of 
a tree at Herrickville on Feb. 19. George Reynard 
reported 30 at Palmyra, N. J., Feb. 24—a rather 
large flock for an inland point. There were 45 feeding 
in the Triadelphia Reservoir flats, Md., on Dec. 26 
(SHL, et al.) ; and large flocks along the New Jersey 
coast. On the Virginia coast they were common, with 
high counts of 28 at Chincoteague on Dec. 29 (CCS, 
CES, FRS), and 40 at Back Bay on Dec. 4 (James 
Eike, Jack Perkins, et a/.)—J. K. Potter, 437 Park 
Ave., Collingwood, N. ]., and J. J. MuRRAY, 6 White 
St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
It seems that the elements tried themselves this past 
winter over the entire Region. Opportunity to deter- 
mine the effect of weather's “departures from normal” 
upon birdlife should be at hand or just ahead of us. 
At centrally located Atlanta, the deficiency of rain 
in December made 1954 the driest year in the history 
of the weather station there. And the winter was a 
cold one. Ten widely scattered stations from Ashe- 
ville, N. C., to Jacksonville, Fla., reported average 
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monthly _tem- 
peratures in the 
order of three 
and four e- 
grees below 
normal for 
December, and 
for January. 
Some relief 
came in Feb- 
ruary, and by 
the third week 
of March vege- 
tation was actually ahead of schedule. On March 27, 
killing cold moved in from the northwest. Spartanburg, 
s.C., reported that ‘‘A temperature of 18° destroyed 
all susceptible vegetation. Never before in the history 
of the station has such a low temperature occurred so 
jate in March, and never has destruction been so 
widespread and complete.”’ At Round Oak, Ga., “a 
severe reduction in wildlife food for the coming 
winter is anticipated, due to the hard freeze of 
March 27.” 

Evening Grosbeaks were on hand in North Carolina 
when the period opened. They were followed by 
such rare visitors as a European Teal, White-winged 
Crossbill. Am. Tree Sparrow, and Snow Bunting. The 
distribution of the Evening Grosbeaks is particularly 
interesting. A definite wave of these birds spread 
across the Carolinas in Christmas week. The recorded 
southward penetration over a 400-mile front differed 
by just a few minutes of latitude: Wilmington, N. C., 
Dec. 27, 34.3°; Eastover, S. C., Dec. 25, 33.8°; North 
Augusta, S. C. (at Georgia state line) Dec. 27, 33.5°. 
On Feb. 5, they were found at Atlanta, 33.7°; and on 
Feb. 18, at Rome, northwestern Georgia, 34.2°N. At 
the close of the period they had been reported from 
sixteen locations over the Region, and usually at 
feeders furnishing sunflower seed. 

Concentrations of robins and blackbirds at roosts 
were enormous. 

Pelicans, Herons.—Three Brown Pelicans were 
found fishing on the barrier beach opposite the village 
of Davis, Carteret Co., N. C., Dec. 6. They were 
prodded into disgorging their catch and flying off. 
Pelicans were not reported wintering at Wilmington 
nor at Romain Refuge, two hundred miles south. 
R. G. Kuerzi reported a Green Heron at St. Marys, 
Ga., Dec. 17, a very late record. 

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—There were 2 Whistling 
Swans at Santee Refuge, Summerton, S. C., Jan. 7 
(Robert J. Lemaire). The waterfowl population was 
off in most areas. There was less open water in 
some of the upper, inland locations. A Canada Goose 
was seen on the Eastover, S. C., Christmas Count, 
Dec. 27 (Mrs. W. H. Faver). At the Romain Refuge, 
McClellanville, S. C., Manager E. S. Jaycocks noted 
a peak population between Dec. 15 and 31. There 
were a few Blue Geese on the Refuge; 7 were counted 
at one time. A Snow Goose was seen on Lake Moul- 
trie, Santee Refuge, from Nov. 19 through Dec. 31 
(RJL). The European Widgeon seen for the past 
several years at Wilmington, has not been found 
since Jan. 9. At Oregon Inlet, just within the Pea 
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Island Refuge on the upper North Carolina coast, 
April 3, P. W. Sykes and party studied a European 
Teal in company with Green-winged Teal and Am. 
Widgeon in good light with 7x35 glasses. The 
white side stripe was very distinct. At Rocky Mount, 
N. C., a male Ring-necked Duck was present between 
Dec. 3, and March 26 (J. W. E. Joyner). More 
Canvas-backs than usual were reported, particularly 
inland; 1 at Rocky Mount, Jan. 31—March 13; 6 in 
suburbs of Greensboro, N. C., Feb. 5 (H. T. Davis); 
5 flocks of 3 to 5 at Elkin, N. C., Jan. 1 to end of 
period (E. M. Hodel). A single Old-squaw was on 
Salem Lake, Winston-Salem, N. C., March 5 (Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward Kissam); 1 was at City Lake, 
Rocky Mount, Jan. 1—March 25 (JWEJ). 

Hawks—A Rough-legged Hawk, light phase, 
was observed perched, 100 feet away, Jan. 16, near 
St. Marys, southeastern Georgia (R. G. Kuerzi). 
Clifford Comeau reported a Peregrine Falcon, March 
23, at Wilmington. 

Snipe, Plover.—Wilson’s Snipe appeared to be 
present in greater numbers; migration was indicated 
at N. Wilkesboro, N. C., where 5 were seen, March 
30 (Wendell P. Smith). An Upland Sandpiper, sel- 
dom seen, was observed, March 21, at the airport at 
Greenville, S. C., by James B. Shuler, Jr. Purple 
Sandpipers frequented Fort Sumter, Charleston har- 
bor, in real force. Rock Comstock and others counted 
51 of these formerly rare sandpipers on the Fort, 
April 7. 

Avocets—The greatest concentration of Am. 
Avocets reported in South Carolina in many years 
was found on the ocean edge of the delta between 
the North and South Santee Rivers, Georgetown Co. 
Robert D. Edwards and party, on Nov. 27, drifted 
their boat to within 60 feet of a group of 84 indi- 
viduals on a small bar, while another group of more 
than 20 avocets flew overhead. The presence of these 
birds in numbers had been reported to Edwards on 
Nov. 15. 

Jaeger, Gulls —A jaeger—a Parasitic Jaeger, 
judging by the moderate length of the central tail 
feathers—joined a train of gulls following a pleasure 
boat crossing Charleston harbor, Feb. 27, and per- 
sistently harassed one of them. It came in briefly to 
within a couple of hundred feet of the boat and 
was watched carefully with glasses by E. B. and 
B. R. Chamberlain. At Wrightsville Beach, N. C., a 
Great Black-backed Gull was seen, Feb. 10 (Sam 
Baker). 

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls—A Mourning Dove calling 
at Greenville, N. C., Dec. 16, was extremely early 
(John Funderburg). Two pairs of Ground Doves 
were present all winter at the feeder of Mrs. Paul L. 
Atwood on Edisto Island on the lower South Caro- 
lina coast; one wintered at St. Marys, Ga. (RGK). 
A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was seen on Dec. 1, and 
another, or the same bird, Dec. 12, at St. Marys. Also 
at St. Marys, a Burrowing Owl flew up from a 
highway, Dec. 3, just as R. G. Kuerzi was about to 
pick it up. He had a good view, close up, while it 
was standing on the road and feels certain of the 
identification. A Short-eared Owl was reported at 
Wilmington, Dec. 3 and 4 (CC), and Jan. 3 (SB). 


249 
















































Whip-poor-wills through Flycatchers—An_ early 
record for Whip-poor-wills on the South Carolina 
coast was established by Mr. and Mrs. Ted Metcalf: 
5:15 a.m., April 13, at Johns Island. Chimney Swifts 
were a bit late at Charleston, April 6 (Ellison A. 
Williams), and at Chapel Hill, N. C., April 6 
(Norman Chamberlain). Tree Swallows were at 
North Wilkesboro, N. C., March 1 (WPS). Eastern 
Kingbirds were seen on Sullivan’s Island (Charles- 
ton), April 4 (Betty Lemon). 

Nuthatches through Thrashers —There was a large 
population of Red-breasted Nuthatches in the Region 
this winter. Reports were widespread. They were 
“quite common” at Rome, Ga., during most of the 
winter (Gordon L. Hight, Jr.). E. R. Lyons found 
one at Laurinburg in eastern North Carolina, Jan. 
2; several were at Traveler's Rest, north of Spartan- 
burg, S. C., Sept. 27 (George F. Townes); at least 
one wintered at a Greenville, S. C., feeder (J. B. 
Shuler, Jr.) ; E. M. Hodel and Lin Hendren reported 
that they were in greater quantity this winter at 
Elkin, N. C., than during the 5 preceding winters 
combined. Brown Creepers were also plentiful at 
Elkin. Richard A. Parks recorded a Short-billed Marsh 


Wren, Nov. 27, at Atlanta. A Brown Thrasher at 
N. Wilkesboro, March 27, was unusually early 
(WPS). 

Robins, Thrushes—Am. Robin roosts attracted at- 


tention because of the enormous populations this 
winter. One roost, 8 miles west of Lancaster, S. C., 
covered approximately a square mile. Once pasture 
land, it was grown over with young red cedars with 
some scrub oaks and dogwood. It was thought to be 
at its peak use in late December or early January. 
The robins arrived at about 4:30 p.m., and ‘covered 
every available branch and twig.’ They left at about 
7:00 a.m. Newspaper estimates seemed fantastic but 
the robins certainly numbered hundreds of thousands. 
Red-winged Blackbirds were present at this roost in 
large numbers also. Another robin roost, near Cling- 
man in northwestern North Carolina, contained an 
estimated 50,000 bird population, about 47,000 of 
them robins (WPS), on Jan. 4. On Jan. 17, the 
number of robins had declined to an estimated 
20,000. On that date Red-winged Blackbirds were 
thought to number 20,000; Rusty Blackbirds, 5000; 
Common Starlings, 5000. By Feb. 20, the roost was 
all but abandoned. A Wood Thrush was reliably 
reported from Johns Island (Charleston), S. C., Dec. 
4. It was studied in good light by Louise Holbrook 
at a distance of 10 to 12 feet. 

Vireos, Warblers—A White-eyed Vireo was found 
on the Atlanta Christmas Count, Dec. 26 (R. B. 
Godwin, compiler). A Black and White Warbler 
was also on the Atlanta count. Yellow-throated 
Warblers and Parula Warblers were at Wilmington 
by March 16, “early this year’ (Mrs. Cecil Apple- 
berry). A (Yellow) Palm Warbler was reported at 
N. Wilkesboro, March 7 (WPS). 

Evening Grosbeaks—Evening Grosbeaks were re- 
ported from more places this winter than two 
winters ago. In some locations, however, the number 
of birds was not so large. To date, no banded or 
marked individuals have been reported. At at least 


250 


one feeder, the grosbeaks have been taking suet when 
sunflower seeds were not offered. In many locations 
reporting is being withheld until the birds leave, 

Indigo Bunting through Crossbills—An Indigo 
Bunting visited the feeder of Mrs. Paul L. Atwood 
Edisto Island, S. C., Dec. 31, and remained through 
Jan. 6. It was a mottled male, off schedule as to 
moult and location. It appeared to be in good health. 
At Laurinburg, N. C., a Dickcissel appeared at 4 
feeder about Feb. 2, and was present at the close 
of the period (ERL). A flock numbering above 1009 
Am. Goldfinches, male and female, covered the green 
central campus of the University of South Carolina. 
in downtown Columbia, April 5-7 (Mrs. Clyde 
Sisson). A male White-winged Crossbill visited 
Miss Margaret Harper's feeder at Lenoir, N. C., at 
9:30 a.m., Feb. 9, and probably the same bird was 
back on the 16th. It was checked in detail at a 
distance of two to three yards. Again at Lenoir, the 
same, or another male was at the feeder of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. T. Greer. The elevation of Lenoir is about 
1500 ft. 

Sparrows.—The first Slate-colored Junco seen at St, 
Marys, Ga, in nine years was noted there, Dec. 5, 
and again, Dec. 17 (RGK). Another sight record 
of an Am. Tree Sparrow was reported from Santee 
National Wildlife Refuge, Summerton, S. C., Jan. 22. 
It was watched by Douglas Wade and others with 
a 12 x Leitz glass, for ten or more minutes. The ob- 
server is familiar with the Am. Tree Sparrow in 
other parts of the country. A small colony of White- 
crowned Sparrows established themselves in the city 
of Greenville, S.C., this winter (JBS, Jr.). Fox Spar- 
rows were more common than usual over the Caro- 
linas; a few were present at St. Marys. A single 
Snow Bunting was found at Fort Sumter in Charles. 
ton harbor, Dec. 17 through Jan. 14 (Rock Com. 
stock, EAW, ef al.) —B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Mat. 
thews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—Should the time come 
when Florida has no noteworthy records of birds, the 
weather—at least in North Florida—may well supply 

ample material for an en- 
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GAINESVILLE weather have been the con- 
tinuing drought in_ the 
northern parts and _ the 
severity of the winter. On 
the basis of average tem- 
perature for December 
through February, Talla- 
hassee experienced its cold- 
est winter since 1941-42. 
December and January 
temperatures averaged sub- 
normal at practically all stations, and the coldest 
December since 1935 was experienced in much of 
the Peninsula and Florida Keys. Despite these facts, 
there were no extremely cold days in comparison 
with all-time records, the lowest temperature of the 
winter being 23° at Tallahassee. Rather, the true 
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nature of the past winter is reflected by the fact that 
the total number of days on which freezing tempera- 
tures were recorded established a new record of 31 
at Tallahassee, and the total number for December 
was a near-record 13. However, new daily extremes 
were established when winter returned in late March, 
after a prolonged warm period, with the latest freeze 
of record (29°) at Tallahassee on the 27th and snow 
(mixed with rain and sleet) on the 28th. 

Correlation of Bird Abundance with Temperature. 
—Quantitative field data for the months of November 
through February in the Tallahassee Division com- 
pared with similar information for the previous 8 
years, indicate that the fluctuations of many species 
this winter may be correlated with the low tempera- 
tures, if it be assumed that those species whose cen- 
ters of abundance lie north of here should increase 
as a result, and those which are normally most abund- 
ant farther south would decrease this winter. In the 
former group, species whose increase this year are 
thought to be related to temperature (and attendant 
north winds during the late fall migration) are: 
Canada Goose (coastwise), Mallard, Wood Duck 
(near coast), Old-squaw, Yellow-shafted Flicker, 
Red-breasted Nuthatch (usually absent), Brown 
Creeper, Brown Thrasher (dating from October), 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, Water Pipit, Eastern 
Meadowlark, Purple Grackle (mear coast), Slate- 
colored Junco (inland), Chipping Sparrow (inland), 
and Field, Swamp, and Song Sparrows. 

Some land birds were more common near the 
coast but not 30: miles inland. If the center of abund- 
ance for such species is near the latitude of Talla- 
hassee, as suspected, this could account for the de- 
crease in frequency there and the increase farther 
south. In this category were: Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
Black and White Warbler, and Orange-crowned 
Warbler. 

More southern species which proved Jess frequent 
than usual this winter were: Brown Pelican (coast- 
wise), Anhinga, Snowy Egret, Louisiana Heron, 
Sora, Florida Gallinule (see discussion of water 
levels), Piping, Snowy, and Ringed Plovers; Spotted 
Sandpiper and Greater Yellow-legs (unrecorded in- 
land after October); Willet, Lesser Yellow-legs 
(only one record for winter in entire division), dow- 
itcher (sp.), Semipalmated Sandpiper, Marbled 
Godwit, Laughing Gull, Forster's Tern, Eastern 
Phoebe, Vermilion Flycatcher (no record after 
November), Tree Swallow, Fish Crow, House Wren, 
Long-billed and Short-billed Marsh Wrens (water 
level?), Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, White-eyed Vireo, 
Solitary Vireo (inland), Pine and Palm Warblers, 
Oven-bird, Common Yellowthroat, and Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow. (Most shorebirds, gulls, terns, and a few 
other species in this list are normally restricted to 
the coast in winter, so comparisons were available 
only there.) There were also 8 species whose de- 
crease had no apparent connection with temperature 
or water levels. 

Farther south fewer data on fluctuations in abund- 
ance were reported, but a few generalizations may 
be made with confidence. Local observers were im- 
pressed by the increased numbers of Killdeer at Key 


West and Am. Robins at the same place, as well as 
at Mullet Key (up to 2000), and around Miami 
(thousands). Some of the species which were rela- 
tively high on certain Christmas Counts were: 
Hooded Merganser, Cocoa (see also records under 
systematic account); Common Starling, Cocoa, Cedar 
Key, and Key West; Black and White Warbler, Mon- 
roe and Coot Bay; Orange-crowned Warbler, Cocoa 
and Monroe; Brown-headed Cowbird, Cocoa and St. 
Petersburg; and Swamp Sparrow, Monroe. 

Correlation of Bird Abundance with Water Level. 
—The great North Florida drought continued almost 
unabated at the end of the period. Figures for total 
rainfall in 1954 ranged from excesses in South 
Florida, through slight deficiencies in the central por- 
tions, to deficits of 19.5 inches at Jacksonville (total 
of 31.76 was lowest since 1927) and 26.7 inches at 
Tallahassee. The total of 30.98 inches here was thus 
only slightly more than half the normal amount and 
was the lowest in the history of the local Weather 
Bureau. Although January 1955 brought a slight 
excess here, it was the only month out of the last 
15 not to have a deficiency. Many former ponds are 
now weed patches, and a few of the larger lakes have 
almost entirely disappeared. The effect of these con- 
ditions on water-loving birds is not uniform through- 
out the Tallahassee Division, however, as only 40 
miles southwest of here rainfall has been much 
nearer normal. Near Tallahassee, at least, the decrease 
of the following species is probably due primarily to 
reduced water levels: Horned and Pied-billed Grebes, 
Canada Goose, Gadwall, Am. Widgeon, Pintail, 
Shoveller, Ring-necked Duck, Am. Golden-eye, Am. 
Coot, and Belted Kingfisher. To what extent this 
factor may have caused the scarcity of some species 
discussed under “Temperature” can only be guessed. 

Correlation of Migration and Weather—As might 
be expected, the prolonged warm period from mid- 
February to late March brought arrivals from South 
Florida on comparatively early dates. Among these 
were the Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Glossy and 
White Ibis, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, and Parula and 
Prairie Warblers. Apparent exceptions were early 
appearances of the Solitary Sandpiper and Orchard 
Oriole; and the origin of early Least Terns and 
a Rough-winged Swallow is open to question. The 
cold front which arrived on March 26 resulted in a 
pile-up of migrants on the coast of the Tallahassee 
Division, but little information was received of its 
effect farther south. 

Loons and Grebes.—Second records of the Red- 
throated Loon were obtained this year at the same 
localities and on almost the same dates as they were 
first recorded last year—2 near Big Pine Key, Dec. 
29 (fide Christine Bonney), and one near St. Marks, 
Dec. 30 (Jack Fehon). An aggregation of 250 Com- 
mon Loons was reported off Alligator Point (near 
Panacea), Dec. 3 (Herbert Curl); and one on Lake 
Jackson, Jan. 1 (Edward J. Kuenzler), set a new 
fall departure date for Leon County. The Western 
Grebe, currently on the Hypothetical List for Flor- 
ida, was photographed by Marvin Wass at Mullet 
Key (Tampa Bay), Nov. 20. The image on the 
kodachrome slide is small but I found it recognizable 
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when flashed on a screen. A Red-necked Grebe was 
seen near New Smyrna, March 12 (R. J. Longstreet). 

Pelicans and Gannets—At least 6 White Pelicans 
wintered on Lake Jackson where the first winter 
record was obtained last year. An estimate of 100 
Gannets fishing off Alligator Point, March 15, may 
be the highest number ever recorded in Florida 
(Curl). 

Wading Birds——Reports of Cattle Egrets were 
chiefly from the Southern Peninsula, but one was 
found at Key West, Jan. 9 and 14 (Frances Hames), 
and 6 near Cocoa, Feb. 28 to March 29 (Mrs. Michie, 
Allan D. and Helen Cruickshank). The presence of 
4 to 5 Reddish Egrets at Key West all winter is 
thought to be unusual. A wintering Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron near Wakulla Springs was reported 
by Edwin Willis, et al., on Dec. 30; early spring 
arrivals appeared near St. Marks Light, March 5 
(Mr. and Mrs. Karl Zerbe), and on Alligator Point, 
March 6 (Ben and Sylvia Berkowitz). The Least 
Bittern, rare in winter, was seen by several observ- 
ers on Christmas Counts around Cocoa and Palm 
Beach. Another Scarlet Ibis was observed near Home- 
stead, Feb. 1 (Robert P. Allen, fide L. A. Stimson), 
the site being near where one was killed last fall. 
A Glossy Ibis near St. Marks Light, March 19 
(Zerbes, BB, and SB), was the earliest local record 
of a rarity. Unusual locality-records of the Roseate 


Spoonbill, singles in each case, were made near 
Palmetto, March 12 (Charles P. Preston), and at 
Key West, Feb. 2 ff. (Margaret Hundley). Two 


Am. Flamingos were listed on the Coot Bay Count, 
Jan. 1. 

Swans and Ducks —A Whistling Swan, rare in 
Florida, was killed by a hunter on the coast of 
Wakulla County, Jan. 2. Pintails, perhaps re- 
corded only once previously at Key West, were 
found there on Jan. 1 and Feb. 2, and as many as 
22 Blue-winged Teal were present in winter (MH). 
Rare northern visitors included the Old-squaw, up 
to 16 in Apalachee Bay (many observers); White- 
winged Scoter, one at Sebastian, March 5 (Cruick- 
shanks), and one on Halifax River, Feb. 2 (Fred J. 
Ackermann and Leon Fellows); and Surf Scoter, 
loc. cit., Jan. 26 and 29 (FJA). Rafts totaling about 
2000 Redheads were encountered just off St. Marks 
Light, Jan. 22 (HMS, JF, and William D. Reese), 
but there are reports indicating that this is not un- 
usual there. Notable penetrations into South Florida 
were made by the Canvas-back, Feb. 28; Buffle-head, 
January and February; and Hooded Merganser, Feb. 
13, all near Lake Worth (Gladys Olson); 14 of these 
mergansers were counted by Henry P. Bennett near 
Immokalee on Dec. 20, and 25 late individuals on 
Lake Jackson, March 29 (HMS). Greater Scaups 
wintered in Apalachee Bay, and at least one reached 
Siesta Key (Southern Peninsula), Jan. 2 (Charles P. 
Preston); one or more apparently wintered on a 
small lake in Tallahassee where seen on Dec. 17, 
Jan. 1, and Feb. 25 (HMS; not looked for on other 
dates). 

Hawks and Eagles—A Golden Eagle seen 12 
miles south of Immokalee, Dec. 30 (HPB), repre- 
sents the southernmost record in the State; and 
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northern records were obtained for Swainson’s Hawk 
Palm Beach County, Dec. 27 (C. V. Bowes), and the 
Broad-winged Hawk, near Tallahassee, Jan. 1 (Curl). 
Also unusual was a Short-tailed Hawk in the Lowe; 
Florida Keys, Dec. 29 (fide CB). 

Cranes, Limpkins, and Rails.—Stimson cites data 
indicative of an increase in the population of Sand. 
hill Cranes in South Florida. The Limpkin, of casuaj 
occurrence at Key West, was seen there on March 
4 (Florence Baldwin). A Yellow Rail calling near 
St. Marks Light, March 5 (Zerbes), is but the fourth 
record for the Tallahassee Division. 

Shorebirds.—The first recorded instances of Black. 
bellied Plovers wintering inland in the Tallahassee 
Division were obtained at Lake Jackson, Jan. 1 (Wm, 
H. Cross), and March 29 (HMS), and at Lake La. 
fayette, Jan. 1 (i1MS, ef al.). Dowitchers (sp.) were 
almost of unique seasonal occurrence at Lake Jack. 
son in December and January (many observers). Un. 
usual curlew records were a Long-billed near $¢t. 
Petersburg, Feb. 23 (Richard T. Wright), and 2 
Hudsonians near the mouth of the St. Marks River, 
Dec. 30 (JF, et al.). A Solitary Sandpiper near 
Panacea on Dec. 28 (Stephen M. Russell) furnishes 
the Tallahassee Division with its first mid-winter 
record; one at Lake Iamonia, March 11 (HMS), was 
most likely an early spring migrant. Numbers of Red 
Knots on Alligator Point, March 26 (HMS, et al.), 
where few are seen in winter, provide the earliest 
evidence of migration for Florida. The only Purple 
Sandpiper record comes from Jacksonville, Dec. 26 
(fide S. A. Grimes). Perhaps the most noteworthy of 
the Am. Avocet records are 17 on Merritt's Island, 
March 6 (LAS), and one at Lake Okeechobee, Dec. 
5 to 8 (Mrs. Lawrence K. Jennings). 

Gulls and Terns —One to 2 Great Black-backed 
Gulls wintered near Cocoa, and were last seen on 
the late date of March 18 (Helen Cruickshank, 
et al.). A Bonaparte’s Gull and a Forster's Tern at 
Key West, Feb. 2 and 4 (MH), appear to be the 
first of record for the Lower Keys. A count of 1172 
Laughing Gulls there on Jan. 1 is also noteworthy. 
Wintering Gull-billed Terns were found at Cape 
Sable, Jan. 1 (Dennis Paulson) and Jan. 22 (Eva S. 
Dickie, ef al.). Two Least Terns were seen near 
Cocoa, by Samuel A. Harper and Mrs. G. C. Young, 
Dec. 28, and a few on their breeding grounds at 
Port Canaveral, March 21, were thought to be very 
early arrivals (ADC). 

Pigeons, Cuckoos, and Anis—Unverified reports of 
wintering White-crowned Pigeons around Key West 
received some substantiation through valid sight 
records from Feb. 25 to March 12 (FH, DP). Two 
Mangrove Cuckoos on the Coot Bay Count, Jan. 1 
(LAS, C. T. Hotchkiss), may be the first definite 
winter records for Florida, although Sprunt mentions 
that “occasional wintering birds occur in the Upper 
and Lower Keys” (Fla. Bird Life, p. 243). A Smooth- 
billed Ani appeared at Key West on Feb. 2 (MH). 

Owls, Goatsuckers, and Hummingbirds. —That the 
Short-eared Owl was widespread in Florida this win- 
ter is attested by records in Wakulla County, Jan. 22 
(HMS, e al.); near Cocoa, Dec. 28 (Farida Wiley, 
Helen Cruickshank); Mullet Key, 2 on March 9 
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(MW); and near Flamingo, Jan. 22 (ESD, et al.). 
A Whip-poor-will at Wakulla Springs, Dec. 30 (EW, 
et al.), was unusual, as were singing birds at Taila- 
hassee, March 12 (Zerbes), and Daytona Beach, 
March 12 to 14 (FJA). A singing Chuck-will’s- 
widow at Avon Park, March 4 (LAS), may have 
been an early arrival or a wintering bird. Ruby- 
throated Hummingbirds were early at Daytona Beach, 
March 9 (FJA), and Tallahassee, March 13 (Eliza- 
beth Boyd). 

Flycatchers —One or two Crested Flycatchers win- 
tered at Key West where the species is rare, and an 
unidentified Empidonax at Tallahassee, Feb. 19 (BB 
and SB), was almost without precedent at that 
season. An Eastern Wood Pewee near Daytona Beach, 
Dec. 30 (FJA, ef al.), may be the northernmost 
winter record for Florida. The Vermilion Flycatcher, 
rarely reported from the peninsula, was encountered 
at Inverness, Feb. 17 to March 4 (Erik Petersen; 
accurate description furnished). A late Eastern Phoebe 
was found on Mullet Key, March 30 (MW). 

Swallows.—Three species of swallows were found 
on Alligator Point on earlier dates than ever before 
in the Tallahassee Division: Rough-wing, March 6 
(BB and SB); Bank and Barn, March 26 (Zerbes, 
HMS, Eleanor Barry). The northernmost winter 
record of Rough-wings was near Spring Creek, 8 on 
Dec. 28 (Richard L. Diener), and the first such 
record for the Lower Keys was one on the Christmas 
Count centered around Big Pine Key, Dec. 29 (fide 
CB). One was seen near Montverde (Lake County), 
Dec. 27 (Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Fleetwood). 
Winter records of the Barn Swallow were made near 
Cocoa, 3 on Dec. 28 (ADC, et al.), and on the 
Coot Bay Count, Jan. 1 (fide LAS). The most un- 
usual wintering swallow, however, was a female or 
immature Purple Martin seen near Cocoa at frequent 
intervals (ADC, et al.); the species arrived near 
Tallahassee on Feb. 10 (Lester Cross). 

Nuthatches and Wrens —The invasion of Red- 
breasted Nuthatches, anticipated because of the 
October record mentioned earlier, evidently mater- 
ialized to a considerable extent. At least 3 wintered 
on Alligator Point, where last seen on March 26 
(HMS, et al); and others were found at two inland 
locations near Tallahassee (HMS, et al.; JF and 
WDR). Prior to last October this part of Florida 
had only a single record. The rare Bewick’s Wren 
was seen in Wakulla County, Dec. 30, and near 
Tallahassee, Jan. 1 (HMS, ef al.). A Winter Wren 
at Lake Jackson, March 29, was the latest record for 
Leon County (HMS). 

Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, and Kinglets—The Am. 
Robin set a record departure date of March 11 at Key 
West, where normally rare (MH). Evidence of an 
early migration of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers was ob- 
tained near Tallahassee, March 1 (JF), and by the 
unusual presence of one on Mullet Key, March 2 
(MW). The 2 Golden-crowned Kinglets at Osprey, 
mentioned in the last Season report, remained 
through February (CPP). 

Pipits, Waxwings, and Starlings—Unrecorded in 
Leon County before last November, Sprague’s Pipits 
were found again at Lake Jackson on Jan. 1 (Wm. 


H. Cross), and Feb. 5 (HMS, et al.). One was seen 
near St. Marks Light, Dec. 30 (SMR). As usual, 
there was little evidence of any numbers of Cedar 
Waxwings until January, when they became abund- 
ant in the Tallahassee Division. Some first records 
of the winter were of 5 on the Monroe Count, Dec. 
28 (Mr. and Mrs. Tyson); one at Key West (rare), 
Feb. 25 (FH); and an unknown number at Miami, 
March 2 (DP). Additional far-south records of the 
Common Starling were made at Key West, with 
as many as 17 on the Christmas Count; and one at 
Deerfield Beach, Feb. 5 (DP). 

Vireos and Warblers.—Illustrative of the increase 
of wintering Yellow-throated Virecs in South Florida 
aie the following records: 4 on Monroe Count, Dec. 
28 (Flora O'Brien, e¢ al.); and one at Cape Sable, 
Jan. 22 (ESD, et al.). The prolonged fall migration 
merttioned in the last report culminated in record- 
breaking departure dates for 2 warblers—Magnolia, 
Miami, Dec. 1 (ESD); and Black-throated Green, 
Key West, Dec. 2 (MH). Several unusual wintering 
warblers were recorded, but the winter was not out- 
standing in this respect: Worm-eating, Sarasota, Dec. 
24 (CPP); Magnolia, Key West, Jan. 1 and Feb. 
21 (MH and FH); Black-throated Green, Miami, 
Jan. 24 (ESD); Oven-bird, Leon County, January 
and February (several observers), and Key West, 
Feb. 21 (MH): Yellow-breasted Chat, Coot Bay 
Count, Jan. 1 (fide LAS); and Am. Redstart, January 
records by several observers from Miami to Cape 
Sable. The most unusual winter record—the second for 
Florida, in fact—was that of a Hooded Warbler on 
the Monroe Count, Dec. 28 (Robert Woodmansee). 
A Black and White Warbler at Key West, Feb. 25 
and 27 (MH), was unusual whether wintering or an 
early transient; also of doubtful status were single 
Cape Mays in Miami, March 5 and 19, and on Stock 
Island, March 6 (DP). The spring migration began 
with the advent of 8 (or more) Parulas at Key West, 
Feb. 25 (MH); the species reached Tallahassee by 
March 1 (new divisional extreme; JF), and Mullet 
Key by March 3 (MW). An exceptionally early 
Black-poll Warbler was seen “at close range’’ on 
Mullet Key, March 31 (MW), the earliest state 
record by 10 days. In the same category may be an 
Oven-bird which appeared in a Miami yard, March 
16 (DP); whereas a Prairie Warbler near Talla- 
hassee on March 19 (JF and WDR), was unusually 
early. An unidentified water-thrush, Joc. cit., on 
March 12 (EB) was most likely a Louisiana, thus 
tying a record for this part of the State. 

Orioles, Blackbirds, and Tanagers —Winter records 
of Baltimore Orioles were again widespread in the 
State. The earliest Orchard Oriole ever noted in the 
Tallahassee Division appeared in my yard on March 
21. A Brewer’s Blackbird near Daytona Beach, Dec. 
30 (FJA, Ed. Harding, and Lydia Hamilton), con- 
stituted the first record of the species for the North- 
ern Peninsula. In spite of the fact that the Western 
Tanager has not yet been taken in Florida, the 
several previous sight records which probably refer 
to this species make it difficult to omit mention of 
another—one in Miami, Jan. 21 ff. (ESD, fide 
LAS). A Summer Tanager on Mullet Key, March 27 
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(MW), apparently the first Florida-Region 
record for 1955. 

Finches and Sparrow s.—Painted Buntings and Dick- 
cissels, each numbering up to 5, spent much of the 
winter at Joshua Platt’s feeder in Sarasota, but the 
first Dickcissel did not appear there until Dec. 5. 
From 3 to 4 Indigo Buntings wintered at Key West. 


The erratic Pine Siskin was frequently encountered 


was 


near Tallahassee this winter, and one was found as 
far south as Osprey, Dec. 21 (CPP). Grasshopper 
Sparrows, rarely seen in North Florida, were listed 
near St. Marks Light, Dec. 30 (SMR), and near 
Tallahassee. Feb. 12 (HMS). Still more unusual was 
a Henslow’s Sparrow collected at Lake Jackson on 
March 1 (HMS, et a/.). Two Vesper Sparrows on the 
Dry Tortugas, Jan. 1 (John and Laura DeWeese), 
may be the first of record there; and a Lark Sparrow 
was found near Rockledge, Feb. 26 (ADC and Ed- 
win Way Teale). A Pine-woods Sparrow collected 
in Monroe County, Dec. 23 (DP), was near the 
southern limit of its range. Wandering Slate-colored 
Juncos were encountered near Bunnell, Nov. 25 (FJA 
and LF), and at Oneco, Jan. 14 and 15 (Geo. Dil- 
man and Chandler Robbins, Jr.). Another southerly 
record was that of 2 Fox Sparrows near Cocoa, Dec. 
22 (ca.) to 28 (Farida Wiley, fide ADC); in the 
Tallahassee Division this rare species set new extreme 
dates of Dec. 2 (JF) to Feb. 19 (BB and SB). An- 
other rarity was the Lincoln’s Sparrow, recorded at 
Montverde, Dec. 25 (Fleetwoods), and near Talla- 
hassee, March 14 (Zerbes, BB and SB). 

Song.—Some unusual, or first-of-the-season, song 
dates in the Tallahassee Division were: Red-headed 
Woodpecker, Feb. 3 (tree-frog note); Mockingbird, 
Jan. 5; Brown Thrasher, Jan. 22 (whisper song) ; 
Solitary Vireo, Dec. 8 (JF); Common Yellowthroat, 
Feb. 20; Baltimore Oriole, Dec. 8; Cardinal, Jan. 1; 
Pine-woods Sparrow, March 5 (Zerbes). 

Errata—In the last report under ‘Warblers,’ the 
record of a Black-throated Green at Miami, Aug. 23, 
should have read ‘Black-throated Blue,” and the 
phrase “‘earliest for the State’ should therefore be 
deleted. Reference might well be made here to the 
fact that certain records in that report, and previous 
ones, could not be classified as acceptable according 
to the criteria suggested at the end of that issue (Aud. 
Field Notes, 9:58-59). These criteria, however, are 
far more pertinent in heavily-worked regions than 
in some parts of the Southeast, where the dearth of 
records of secretive or obscure species may not reflect 
their true status. Nevertheless the inclusion of a 
difficult species in a State list (e.g., the Bell's Vireo 
seen at Miami) should doubtless await such concrete 
evidence as a specimen or photograph.—HENry M. 
STEVENSON, Department of Zoology, Florida State 
University, Tallahassee, Fla. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—The past four months could best be described as 
rigorous in this Region, with plenty of snow and ice. 


254 


Mild periods were 
few and brief. 
Maximum snow op 
the ground in the 
North Bay area 
was 131, inches ip 
December; 201% 
inches in January 
and 221/ inches ip 
February. Heaviest 
falls at Toronto 
came later, 6 inches 
on February 1 and 
10 inches on March 
26. The snow was 
very deep in the 
‘bush’ in March. In 
the Pembroke area 
(near Ottawa) there was a considerable fall in mid. 
March to augment the already two-foot snow-cover, 
In the vicinity of Kenora (Lake of the Woods) the 
snow was 29 inches deep on March 5. There was 
less snow in the Port Arthur—Fort William area, with 
the January depth only half that of a year ago, and 
the depth on March 1 (19 in.) was 4 inches less 
than on the same date in 1954. There were some real 
cold snaps in the Region, reaching —40° at Pimisi Bay 
(North Bay area) Jan. 30 and -11° on the outskirts 
of Toronto on Feb. 3. A strong southwest gale hit 
Lake Erie on March 22 (worst there in 25 years) and 
300 cottages were damaged at Long Point alone. 
The strong wind accompanying Hurricane Hazel, 
Oct. 15 last, which stripped the seeds off most of 
the Manitoba Maples at New Liskeard (north end 
Lake Temiskaming), created a serious food shortage 
for birds like Evening Grosbeaks. 

Tropic-birds, Herons.—The Yellow-billed Tropic- 
bird mentioned in this report for the Fall Season was 
actually picked up dead at Southwick’s Beach, Lake 
Ontario (not at Gouverneur, 50 miles to the north- 
east), Oct. 26. A new nesting record for Ontario, 
was the Yellow-crowned Night Heron, an adult of 
which Dr. Lawrence E. Hicks saw near a nest on 
East Sister Island (western Lake Erie) last May 23 
(fide Milton Trautman). This was in a colony of 
Great Blue and Black-crowned Night Herons. At least 
one pair of Am. Egrets also nests on the island. A 
winter Am. Bittern at Toronto was one Baillie saw 
huddled up against a chimney on a house roof at 
Broadview Ave. and Queen St. East during a snow- 
storm on Dec. 1. 

Ducks.—Toronto’s colony of Black Ducks and 
Mallards (reared in captivity and given their freedom 
in 1931) consisted of a few Mallards and several 
dozen Black Ducks on liberation. By 1944 there was 
one Mallard to every seven Black Ducks. By 1949 
there was one to every two Blacks. On the 1954 
Christmas Count they were about equal in numbers 
(772 Mallards, 744 Blacks). Nine of the 20 Wood 
Duck boxes placed out in Coote’s Paradise Marsh, 
Hamilton (Ont.) by the Hamilton Nature Club, were 
used by this species in 1954. The maximum number 
of Canvas-backs recorded on the Niagara River this 
winter was i2,151 on the Dec. 26 census of the 
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Buffalo Ornithological Society. The Canvas-back was 
a 1953 addition to Ontario’s breeding birds not previ- 
ously recorded in this report. A female with 5 downy 
young was seen on June 26, 1953 by Conservation 
Officer Art Roberts at Walpole Island, Lambton Co., 
and a female with 6 young on Aug. 24, 1953, by 
Carl Rankin on the Kent Co. side of the same island. 
M. G. Gould reported 150 Am. Golden-eyes on Jan. 
17 on the Ottawa River near Temiskaming, Que. The 
maximum number of Buffle-heads in the Buffalo 
Region was 700 on Dec. 3 along the Canadian shore 
of Lake Erie in Welland County (Art Schaffner). 
There was a Harlequin Duck at Niagara Falls, Ont., 
Nov. 27 (Axtells) and another at Cobourg, Ont. 
(north shore of Lake Ontario) Jan. 22-24 (fide 
Peter Landry). 

Falcons.—Despite the fact that the number of fields 
available around Toronto for Am. Sparrow Hawks 
in winter becomes fewer and fewer each year, the 
number seen on the Christmas Count has been grow- 
ing steadily. On the 1925 Count, one Am. Sparrow 
Hawk was all we could find; in 1938 we got 5; in 
1942 we counted 9; in 1944 there were 22; there 
were 29 in 1946; 38 in 1952: 47 in 1953 and 62 
in 1954. The area covered on these Brodie Club 
Christmas censuses has remained uniform since the 
census began in 1925, as has also the number of 
parties participating. 

Shorebirds —Two winter-plumaged Am. Golden 
Plover discovered on March 26 (after the southwest 
gale of the 22nd) on Sunnyside Beach, Toronto, by 
Roy Wallace, were probably storm-blown. The gale 
was started off in Texas and this bird almost never 
occurs in spring at Toronto. A late White-rumped 
Sandpiper was seen by Walter Listman, Dec. 4. He 
and others saw a late Red Phalarope, Jan. 16 (both in 
the Rochester sphere of operations). 

Gulls—Heather Thorpe and Schaffner saw 9 
Glaucous Gulls, and 9 Iceland Gulls (7 Iceland, 
2 Kumlien’s) at Niagara Falls, Dec. 31. Unprec- 
edented were the Great Black-backed Gulls (several ) 
seen in mid-November at Bayville (south end Lake 
of Bays, Muskoka, Ont.) and reported to the De- 
partment of Lands and Forests. There were 4000 
Bonaparte’s Gulls on the Niagara River, Jan. 16 (W. 
Brockners ). 

Alcids, Cuckoos—George A. Scott identified a 
Dovekie in Oshawa (Ont.) harbor, Feb. 8. Several 
late Yellow-billed Cuckoos in the Buffalo area 
(mostly after Hazel) were thought by Axtell to be 
‘blown-back’ individuals. They were last seen, Oct. 
24, at Stromness. One was seen at Whitby, Ont., 
however, as late as Nov. 20, by Naomi and Bert 
LeVay. 

Owls.—There was a noticeable southward flight 
of pale Horned Owls (Fort William, Toronto, Prince 
Edward County). They came right into residential 
areas, used TV aerials for perches, and fed on do- 
mestic pigeons at Toronto. There also seemed to be 
more Richardson's Owls around than usual. Seven 
observations were made in southern Ontario—North 
Bay, Jan. 2; Meaford, about Jan. 4; Claremont, Jan. 
15; Rouge River, Jan. 29; Huntsville, about Feb. 1; 
Richmond Hill, March 11 and Sault Ste. Marie, 


March 29. Three of these were prepared into study- 
skins and the voice of one of them was recorded by 
O. E. Devitt. 

Woodpeckers—A Red-bellied Woodpecker at 
Chesley, Bruce Co., Ont., Dec. 16, et seg. (Howard 
H. Krug) probably marked the most northerly ob- 
servation of it. It was a frequent visitor to Mr. Krug’s 
suet feeder. Fifteen Red-headed Woodpeckers to- 
gether at Port Burwell, Ont., Oct. 8 (Verne Smith) 
and 15 at Fort George, Ont., Nov. 28 (Schaffner and 
Salisbury) seem like very encouraging concentrations 
of this now rare species in southern Ontario. Harold 
Axtell cautions, rather than indicating prosperity it 
may be that the bird has been unable fully to adapt 
itself to the changing environment and is still favor- 
ing a seriously-depleted habitat. 

Flycatchers, Crows, Titmice.—A winter observation 
of the Eastern Phoebe was made, Jan. 1, at Elmira 
(south of the Finger Lakes) by Albert Fudge of the 
Chemung Valley Audubon Society. Eastern Phoebes 
which had arrived at Toronto prior to the ten-inch 
snowfall of March 26 were observed feeding that day 
on Staghorn Sumac fruit (Harry Bare). In the opin- 
ion of Dr. Albert Allin, Common Ravens in the 
Lakehead area (Fort Wéilliam-—Port Arthur) have 
increased rapidly since the practice of placing out 
strychnined deer carcasses (for wolves) has been cur- 
tailed. Eight Tufted Titmice were counted at Sarnia, 
Ont., Dec. 27, by Dr. A. T. Storey and his com- 
panions. 

Wrens, Mimids.—Alden Strong's observation of a 
Carolina Wren at Westport, Ont., through October 
to mid-December, probably marked the most north- 
erly observation of it in this Region, although Hazel 
Petty reported one at North Bay in 1953. A Mock- 
ingbird nesting at Kagawong, Manitoulin Is., Ont. 
(Oliver Berry) requires confirmation as this bird has 
never nested north of the Essex to York Counties 
line. Christmas Count reports contain Ontario ob- 
servations of single Brown Thrashers at London, 
Kitchener, Toronto and Barrie. 

Thrushes.—The total of 107 Am. Robins at the 
Lakehead on Dec. 26 (mostly in the sheltered valley 
of the Kaministiquia River, according to Mrs. C. 
Rydholm) will surprise many readers. In our fall 
report we mentioned that an Olive-backed Thrush 
banded at Toronto, Aug. 17, was within one day of 
the local earliest fall record. Actually, Gerry Bennett 
saw one on Aug. 3, 1953, at the Vivian Forest 
(Toronto region). It is conceivable that a pair or two 
might even nest there with such extensive conifer 
plantations available. A thrush of this species seen at 
Grenadier Pond, Toronto, Dec. 5, by Bob Bateman 
and Don Smith, provided Toronto with its initial 
winter record. An Eastern Bluebird at Chippewa 
Park, Fort William, Dec. 30, was considered by 
S. Robb, the observer, to be ‘completely unexpected.’ 

Waxwings, Shrikes, Blackbirds —Bohemian Wax- 
wings were reported from the Lakehead (in Nov. 
and Dec., but no real invasion), New Liskeard (sev- 
eral), and Hamilton (10 on Feb. 20, according to 
B. Atkinson). Gray Shrikes were very prevalent, as 
many as nine on one fie'd trip at Buffalo (more than 
any previous winter within the memory of Clark 
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Beardslee), and 26 on the Toronto Christmas Count 
(highest total in 30 consecutive censuses of the 
Brodie Club). A flock of 50 Eastern Meadowlarks at 
Ajax fields, Toronto, Dec. 19 (Wishart Campbell, 
R. M. Saunders) was a large flock for winter. 

Finches.—Russ Rutter collected a female Cardinal 
at Huntsville, Muskoka District, Ont., Feb. 16, the 
first record for that area. There were 930 Pine Gros- 
beaks at the Lakehead when the Thunder Bay Field 
Naturalists Club took their Christmas Count, Dec. 
26. According to Allin they fed on Mountain Ash 
seeds while that supply lasted, then turned to the seeds 
of Persian Lilacs, and, finally, Siberian Crabs. In the 
Toronto area, hundreds of Common Redpolls appeared 
suddenly about the end of January (800 at Stouff- 
ville, Feb. 6, W. W. Smith) and there were a few 
of the Greater race in the flocks (Jim Mackintosh, 
C. H. D. Clarke). In recording two new nesting sta- 
tions for the Clay-colored Sparrow in southern On- 
tario in our fall report we stated that this bird had 
only once previously nested south of Sault Ste. Marie, 
Algoma District. They had bred, actually, in Grey and 
in Simcoe Counties in 1952, so that breeding-places 
south of the Soo now exist in Grey, Simcoe, Halton, 
Waterloo and Wentworth Counties, all of them since 
1950. Scouring of the river valleys by the floods of 
Hurricane Hazel (Oct. 15) seemed to reduce the 
shrubby, riverbottom tangles normally inhabited by 
wintering Song Sparrows at Toronto. One observer 
reported none seen between Oct. 31 and census-day 
(Saunders). On the Count, Dec. 26, only 20 were 
counted (average of past 10 censuses, 55). The same 
depletion appeared to be evident at the Finger 
Lakes (Sally Hoyt). In the southern parts of this 
Region flocks of Lapland Longspurs are rare. This 
season, Dec. 19, one flock of 200 was seen on the 
Ajax fields (Toronto) on Dec. 19 by Campbell.— 
JaMeEs L. BaILLiE, Royal Ontario Museum of Zoo- 
logy and Palaeontology, 100 Queen's Park, Toronto, 
Ontario. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—This report will 
concern itself primarily with the remarkable flight 
of “northern’’ birds into the Appalachian Region dur- 
ing the winter of 1954-55. This 
flight, the most extensive in our 
ornithological history, deserves to 
«aj be cataloged in detail. Much space 
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seemed very cold. Much of January and a part of 
February found fairly heavy snow on the ground jn 
the northern portion of the Region. Field work 
which had been intensive during December, slowed 
down, although we have some good records for the 
period. 

Just to mix things up completely, an unusual pum. 
ber of species and individuals remained farther north 
or at higher elevations, than usual. Florida Gallinules 
and Am. Coots wintered in Pennsylvania; so did 
Eastern Phoebes, Eastern Meadowlarks, Mourning 
Doves, Eastern Towhees, and White-crowned and 
White-throated Sparrows. Savannah, Grasshopper, 
Pine-woods, Chipping, Field, and Swamp Sparrows 
were all reported much farther north, or higher in the 
mountains, than is normal in winter. An Am. Wood. 
cock was found in mountainous Garrett County, Md. 
and Wilson’s Snipe were reported almost everywhere, 
Brown Thrashers and Catbirds were in western 
Pennsylvania and northern West Virginia. Waterfowl] 
aad waterbirds stuck it out in northern Ohio until 
the January freeze-up. 

Following is a listing of certain arbitrarily-selected 
“northern” birds, with a summary of the data we 
assembled concerning them: 

Goshawk.—Two individuals were seen, and one 
collected, by Merrill Wood, at University Park, Pa. 
(note that this is the new post office for Pennsylvania 
State University) during early February. One was 
shot in late November near Saxonburg, Pa., and was 
examined by F. W. Preston. At Morgantown, W. 
Va., one appeared on the evening of Dec. 26 (oblig- 
ingly in time for our Christmas Count), and te. 
mained in the immediate vicinity for about three 
weeks. This bird was in immature plumage. It was 
practically fearless, spending much of its time in the 
neighborhood of the writer's bird feeders. An im- 
mature individual (possibly the same one) was seen 
near Morgantown on March 3. 

Rough-legged Hawk.—This is a very irregular 
winter visitor in the Appalachian Region. Our only 
records during the past winter come from Wood, 
and others near State College, Pa. He reports seeing 
two, one in light and one in dark plumage. Concern- 
ing this species, W. S. Clarke, Jr., writes: ‘One in 
the light phase was seen by Professor and Mrs. E. R. 
Bordner on Dec. 19, and possibly the same bird on 
Dec. 23 at a place ten miles west of State College. 
A hawk in the dark phase was seen over the Univer- 
sity farms on Jan. 4.” 

Snowy Owl.—This was not a major Snowy Owl 
winter, at least in the Appalachian Region, but we 
have a few reports. One was picked up dead in 
Hocking County, Ohio, on Nov. 21 (H. C. Seibert). 
Ralph Edeburn received reports of a Snowy Owl on 
three different occasions in the Huntington, W. Va., 
area. A male was shot near Dayton, Va., on Nov. 
19, and was mounted by Max Carpenter. 

Sau-whet Owl.—lf the invasion of these birds that 
reached the Atlantic Coast extended to the mountains, 
we have no record of it. There were a few Appalach- 
ian records, but not more than usual. A single bird 
was noted by G. W. Richter, near Ashtabula, Ohio, 
on March 6. 
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Black-capped Chickadee—During many winters 
these birds are not invaders of the territory where 
their more southern relatives, the Carolinas, are 
permanent residents. This year, however, was differ- 
ent—there was a very heavy, and widely distributed 
southward flight, with visiting Black-caps often more 
abundant than the resident Carolinas. In territory 
south of, or at lower elevations, than that normally 
inhabited by Black-caps, the records may be sum- 
marized as follows: 

Southwestern Pennsylvania—At Pittsburgh, Dec. 
26, 140 individuals (C. B. Shoemaker) ; Eastern Ohio 
—at East Liverpool, Jan. 1, 54 individuals (W. C. 
Baker); at Salem, Dec. 26, 195 individuals (WCB); 
West Virginia—at Morgantown, Dec. 26, 10 indi- 
viduals (M. Brooks); at Inwood, Berkeley Co., com- 
mon all winter last seen (11) on March 3 (Clark 
Miller) ; at Morgantown, common all winter (George 
Hall); Western Maryland—Allegany and Washing- 
ton Counties, many reports (C. S. Robbins); Virginia 
—at Lexington, many all winter. “I collected a North- 
ern Black-capped Chickadee on House Mountain, in 
Rockbridge Co., on Nov. 30. My son, Jim, and I 
collected three chickadees in the same atea. They were 
identified at the National Museum as three races— 
P. a. atricapillus, P. a. practicus, and P. c. extimus. 
I believe this is the first record of atricapillus in 
Virginia outside the Washington area” (J. J. Mur- 
ray). Other Virginia records include birds seen at 
Blacksburg (R. J. Watson, Edwin Willis, and 
others), and at Abingdon (Stephen Russell). Willis 
mentions that at Blacksburg during January and 
February Black-caps outnumbered Carolinas. 

Brown-capped Chickadee —One of the most sur- 
prising developments of the winter was the wide- 
spread southward movement of this species. Records 
were made in central Maryland and northern Virginia, 
outside the Appalachian Region, but we have the 
following reports: At State College, Pa., Nov. 4 
(Prof. and Mrs. Bordner); Jan. 8 (H. B. Curry); 
Jan. 15, 24, and Feb. 5 (M. Wood and others). At 
West Middletown, Washington Co., Pa., one at a 
feeding shelf from Dec. 28 for several weeks onward 
and was seen by many persons (G. H. Breiding). At 
Cumberland, Allegany Co., Md., individuals were 
reported at three different feeders (Mrs. Gilbert 
Miller). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch—One of the heaviest and 
most widely distributed wintering populations in 
many years. Records as follows: State College, Pa., 
(Wood, Nickelsen, Clarke); Pittsburgh, 1 on Dec. 26 
(Shoemaker); Athens, Ohio (H. C. Seibert); 
Youngstown, Ohio, 11 on Jan. 2 (V. McLaughlin); 
Charleston, W. Va., 6 on Jan. 2 (C. O. Handley); 
Inwood, W. Va., 4 on Dec. 28 (CM); Morgantown, 
W. Va., 5 on Dec. 26 (MB); Wheeling, W. Va., 
6 on Dec. 26 (GHB); Spring Gap, Md., “several all 
winter” (Mrs. Miller); Blacksburg, Va., 18 on Dec. 
28 (RJW); Elizabethton, Tenn., 2 on Jan. 2 (Lee 
R. Herndon); Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, Tenn., 15 on Jan. 2 (Arthur Stupka); Knox- 
ville, Tenn., “More numerous than last winter” 
(J. C. Howell); Chattanooga, Tenn., “unusually 
common and found in locations all over the city” 
(Mrs. E. M. West). 


Gray Shrike—So seldom does this bird come to 
Appalachian mountain areas that all records are 
notable. We have the following: State College, Pa., 1 
on Dec. 31 (Christmas Count), 1 on Feb. 20 (Bord- 
ner); Warren, Pa., 1 on Dec. 31 (HJ); Salem, Ohio, 
1 seen by several observers between Dec. 12 and Jan. 
2 (RM); Youngstown, Ohio, 1 on Dec. 26 (VM): 
Oakland, Md., 1 on Dec. 31 (Elmer G. Worthley). 

Evening Grosbeak.—An extraordinary flight, equal- 
ing or surpassing that of 1952-53. The birds came in 
October, and are still present in West Virginia in 
mid-April. They were much more common through- 
out the season in mountainous sections than at lower 
elevations. When road crews scattered sand or coal 
ashes on the highways, hundreds of birds concen- 
trated to pick up the grit. Many were killed by pass- 
ing cars. Representative dates and places follow: 

At State College, Pa., Prof. Wood banded 159, 
and Leon Hue 6; Warren, Pa., arrived Oct. 31,‘ flock 
of 115 on Nov. 23 (HJ); Cooperstown, Butler Co., 
Pa., 20 in a flock on Feb. 23 (William Lytle) ; Grove 
City, Pa., three flocks totaling about 75 birds at 
feeding shelves during Feb. (S. J. Seiple); Clearfield, 
Pa., 1 on Dec. 22 (C. T. Kurtz); Ligonier, Pa., 22 
birds on Jan. 16 (J. S. Austin); Franklin, Pa., 50 
birds in Jan. at feeding shelves (Miss G. M. Herr); 
Butler, Pa., first appeared in town on Dec. 2 (FWP); 
Waterford, Pa., 9 on Oct. 25, a warm day (J. G. 
Stull) ; Williamsport, Pa., 10 on April 17 (G. P. 
Morsello). 

Youngstown, Ohio, first on Nov. 15, and continu- 
ously thereafter (Lyle Miller, and others) ; Canfield, 
Ohio, first seen on Dec. 16, and again on Jan. 2 
(GWR); Salem, Ohio, many reports in Jan., Feb., 
and March (H. Heimerdinger, H. Hardy, W. 
Brown); Carrollton, Ohio, seen on Christmas Count 
(Marion Hundley). 

Capon Bridge, Hampshire Co., W. Va., 54 still 
present on March 4 (Clark Miller) ; Williams River, 
Pocahontas Co., W. Va., 30 on March 10 (R. W. 
Bailey); Gap Mills, Monroe Co.. W. Va., 100 at 
feeder on Feb. 21 (Mrs. J. W. Handlann) ; Charles- 
ton, W. Va., 1 at feeder on Feb. 12-16 (C. O. 
Handley); Uffington, Monongalia Co., W. Va., 15 
at feeder on March 8 (Mrs. C. H. Baer) ; Kingwood, 
W. Va., the birds still present on April 10 (Larry 
Schwab); Petersburg, W. Va., 7 on Feb. 5 (Jerry 
Cowherd); Davis, W. Va., 200 feeding on highways 
on Dec. 22 (Fred Brooks, MB); Craigsville, W. Va., 
5 on highway Feb. 19 (G. F. Hurley); Marlinton, 
W. Va., 3 flocks feeding in town (Cal Price); Bran- 
donville, W. Va., birds present all winter (Mr. and 
Mrs. George Evans); Elkins, W. Va., many flocks in 
nearby mountains from Nov. on (Jim Beach); Par- 
sons, W. Va., 60 in one flock on Nov. 18 (Arnold 
Schultz). 

Cumberland, Md., six flocks, one of 37 birds, at 
feeders in different parts of the city (Mrs. Miller) ; 
Garrett Co., Md., 80 on Christmas Count, Dec. 31. 

Lexington, Va., small flocks throughout the Region, 
still present in April (JJM); Mt. Rogers, Va., 27 
above 4400 ft. on Dec. 26 (S. M. Russell); Abing- 
don, Va., 20 on Dec. 25 (SMR); Blacksburg, Va., 
birds on Nov. 28, Dec. 4 and 15, Jan. 23 (EW); 
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Bridgewater, Va., 20 at feeding shelf on Dec. 1 
(Mrs. H. G. M. Jackson); Dayton, Va., flocks on 
several occasions (Max Carpenter). 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Tenn.- 
N. C., 33 on Jan. 2 (Arthur Stupka); Knox Co., 
Tenn., 5 on Jan. 23 (J. T. Tanner); Knoxville, 
Tenn., 2 on Feb. 20 (Mrs. R. A. Monroe); Roan 
Mt., Tenn.-N. C., 4 at 6000 feet on Jan. 1 (F. W. 
Behrend); Rhododendron Gardens, Roan Mt., Tenn., 
80 in balsam trees at 6100 ft. on Feb. 26 (FWB). 

Rome, Ga., 5 on Feb. 18 (Gordon Hight and 
Chan Robbins), more of them banded subsequently. 

Purple Finch—Surprisingly enough, this species is 
usually quite in winter in the Appalachian 
Region. It was rather widespread the past winter, as 
indicated by the following records: 

State College, Pa., 4 on Dec. 31 (MW); Warren, 
Pa., 3 on Dec. 31 (HJ); Youngstown, Ohio, 2 on 
Jan. 2 (VM); Allegany Co., Md., common all winter 
(Mrs. Miller) ; Shenandoah National Park, Va., 6 on 
Dec. 30 (Paul G. Favour); Lexington, Va., 13 on 
Dec. 27 (JJM); Blacksburg, Va., 10 on Dec. 28 
(RJW); Elizabethton, Tenn., 12 on Jan. 2 (Lee R. 
Herndon); Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
Tenn.-N. C., 55 on Jan. 2 (AS); Kingsport, Tenn., 
2 on Dec. 26 (Mrs. R. M. Switzer); Knoxville, 
Tenn., birds all winter (JCH). 

Pine Grosbeak.—This winter witnessed the first 
extensive flight of these birds into West Virginia, 
northern Virginia, and western Maryland that we 
have ever recorded. They stayed almost entirely in 
the mountains, but were widespread, and often locally 
abundant. We have the following records: 

Bradford Co., Pa., 11 on Dec. 27 (William Reid); 
State College, Pa., flocks on several occasions 
(WCS); Canfield, Ohio, 3 on Jan. 1 (GWR); 
Cooper’s Rock State Forest, Preston Co., W. Va., 13 
on Dec. 26 (Charles Thomas, Larry Schwab, F. C. 
Brooks); Morgantown, W. Va., 7 on Feb. 19 (MB); 
Terra Alta, W. Va., birds seen on Dec. 27, Jan. 8, 
and Feb. 19 (LS); Brandonville, W. Va., birds com- 
mon on Dec. 4 (Ward M. Sharp); Burner Mountain, 
Pocahontas Co., W. Va., 20 feeding on sumac on 
Nov. 16 (Jim Beach); Parsons, W. Va., 12 feeding 
on highway on Dec. 2 (Arnold Schultz) ; Garrett Co., 
Md., 9 on Dec. 31 (CSR); Backbone Mt., Garrett 
Co., Md., 6 on Dec. 31 (MB); Catoctin Mt., Md., 6 
on Jan. 1 (CSR, Mrs. R. S. Stauffer); Shenandoah 
National Park, Va., 12 on Feb. 21 (Carl Stoddard). 

Redpoll—tThis was not a major flight year for this 
species, but we have a few records, as follows: 

State College, Pa., one seen in Jan. (MW); 
Waynesboro, Va., 2 feeding on seeds of sweet gum 
on Feb. 5 (C. S. Marvel, fide F. R. Scott). 

Pine Siskin——Usually found some place in the 
Region during winter, these birds were rather general, 
and abundant, in 1954-55. We have the following 
records: 

Bradford Co., Pa. one on Dec. 27 (WR); State 
College, Pa., common during Nov., and again in 
Feb. (WSC); Canfield, Ohio, birds on Feb. 28 
(GWR); Athens, Ohio, flock on Jan. 8, first since 
1952-53 (H. C. Seibert); Carrollton, Ohio, 9 on 
Nov. 11 (Marion Hundley); Youngstown, Ohio, 10 
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on Jan. 2 (VM); Salem, Ohio, 9 on Dec. 26 (W, c 
Baker); Huntington, W. Va., present in late Dec 
(RE); Morgantown, W. Va., present in smal] flocks 
all winter, becoming common in March (MB); Mt 
Rogers, Va., 10 on Dec. 26 (SMR); Waynesboro 
Va., 5 on Feb. 5 (Monroe Couper) ; Blacksburg, Va. 
5 on Dec. 28 (RJW); Abingdon, Va.. 13 on Dec, 25 
(SMR); Great Smoky Mountains National Park 7 
on Jan. 2 (AS); Knoxville, Tenn., 8 on Jan. 8, and 
15 on Feb. 20 (JCH) ; Chattanooga, Tenn., unusually 
common all winter, very tame (Mrs. West). 

Red Crossbill—Not a heavy flight year, but some 
scattered reports. Garrett Co., Md., one on Dec. 3] 
(R. D. Cole); Mt. Rogers, Va., one on Dec. 26 
(SMR); Great Smoky Mountains National Park, one 
on Jan. 2 (AS). 

W hite-winged Crossbill—These birds were com. 
mon during late December and early January ip 
Cooper's Rock State Forest, Preston-Monongalia Cos, 
W. Va. They were seen repeatedly by a number of 
observers. Other records are as follows: 

Wheeling, W. Va., bird collected by George Breid. 
ing reported on in last AFN; Kingwood, W. Va., 3 
on Feb. 5 (Larry Schwab); Blacksburg, Va., 3 on 
Nov. 5 (Edwin Willis). 

Lapland Longspur.—Usually extremely uncommon 
in the Appalachian Region, but more records this 
year than in many past seasons. At State College, Mrs. 
Ruth R. Honey saw one on Feb. 13. On the same 
date, Marion Hundley saw one near Specht, Ohio. 
There were a few West Virginia records. 

Snow Bunting.—Throughout the winter Fred W. 
Behrend, of Elizabethton, Tenn., conducted a tre. 
markable study of the occurrence of this species on 
two of the grass balds which are found high in the 
southern Appalachian ranges. His stations were at 
Round Bald, on Roan Mountain, elevation 5750 ft. 
and Big Bald Mountain, Unicoi Co., Tenn., elevation 
5475 ft. From early December he made almost weekly 
visits to these mountain openings, collecting informa- 
tion on food of Snow Buntings, their reactions to 
stormy weather, their movements, and their cover. 
Throughout the winter there was consistently one 
bird on Big Bald Mountain, and a flock that varied 
from 11 to 13 individuals on Roan Mountain. It is 
probable that this latter flock represents the largest 
group of these birds ever recorded at an inland point 
so far south. Mr. Behrend’s study is unique, and will 
make a most valuable contribution to ornithological 
literature. 

Other Snow Bunting records follow: 

State College, Pa., 3 on Feb. 13 (Mrs. Honey); 

Carroll Co., Ohio, 5 on Jan. 31 (MH); Youngstown, 
Ohio, 6 on Jan. 2 (VM). 
- This lengthy and impressive catalog of winter 
visitors leaves scant space for any number of other 
good things, many of which must be omitted, with 
the apologies of the editor. There must be mention 
of two Leconte’s Sparrows at Abingdon, Va., one of 
which was collected by Stephen M. Russell on Dec. 
25, a new species record for Virginia. 

On the same date Russell and his companions found 
a Brewer's Blackbird, the second Virginia record. Le- 
conte’s Sparrows were also seen near Knoxville, Tenn, 
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on three dates, Dec. 13, Jan. 16, and Feb. 20. Dr. 
J. T. Tanner examined a Harris's Sparrow which 
appeared at the feeding station of Ralph Zaenglein, 
at Maryville, Tenn., on Feb. 13. It remained until 
Feb. 26. In the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, Arthur Stupka reported a Louisiana Water- 
thrush which was present from Dec. 8 to Jan. 2.— 
Maurice Brooks, Division of Forestry, West Vir- 
cinia University, Morgantown, W. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—This 
was a relatively warm, open winter, especially during 
the earlier part of the season. The Minneapolis 
Weather Bu- 
reau_ reported 
this winter 
season as hav- 
ing the longest 
period of above 
zero weather 
since the Bu- 
reau began re- 
cording, 64 
years ago. Not 
until Jan. 16 did the temperature drop below zero. 
During the latter part of January and in February 
cold weather was prevalent, but there still was not 
a great deal of snow. Average temperature for Feb- 
ruary was 6° below normal and on Feb. 24 the tem- 
perature dropped below —52° (the lowest reading on 
the thermometer) at Warroad, Roseau Co., Minn. 
The same weather pattern existed in Wisconsin where 
the early part of the winter was mild. There was a 
general snowstorm on Dec. 17 and 18. The snow- 
storms of Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 and Dec. 28 and 29 
were most severe in southern and southeastern Wis- 
consin. Along the Michigan side of Lake Michigan 
(Muskegon Co.) cloudy weather prevailed. It snowed 
or rained every day in December except two. They 
had 30.3 inches of snowfall in January and 1714 
inches in February. High temperature for the season 
was 42° recorded on Dec. 26 and Jan. 3. The lowest 
reading was —3° on Feb. 4. At Seney Refuge in north- 
ern Michigan, this was one of the most open winters 
on record, but March uncorked some rugged weather 
with snow and cold. At Detroit, Mich., little snow 
remained on the ground in spite of frequent snow- 
falls. Temperatures for the months of December, 
January and February averaged normal or above; yet 
the first 22 days of December had below normal tem- 
peratures. 

Loons and Grebes.—Red-throated Loons were re- 
ported from Lake Michigan in Wisconsin as early as 
Nov. 14 (Mrs. F. L. Larkin) and as late as March 5, 
when 6 were seen in Ozaukee County (Jack Kaspar, 
Ken Lange, Tom Soulen). Three Western Grebes 
were observed in Sheboygan County, Wis., on March 
5 (Soulen, ef al.). 

Waterfowl_—There was a fair variety of wintering 
waterfowl on Lake Michigan in the Milwaukee and 
Kenosha, Wis., area (C. Dennis Besadny). At 
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge, Juneau Co., Wis., 
geese and ducks were absent after Dec. 5 when a 




















solid freeze-up of refuge water impoundments 
occurred (Edward J. Smith, Jr.). A Harlequin Duck 
believed to be a young male, was observed at Port 
Washington, Ozaukee Co., Wis., on March 5; “we 
could easily make out the head markings and two of 
the body spots with a 20x scope.’ This individual 
was far from either its eastern or western wintering 
ground (Soulen, ef al.). All three scoters were ob- 
served during the winter season in Wisconsin: White- 
winged Scoters in Dane County, Dec. 16-18 (Mrs. 
R. A. Walker, Bill Foster) and Ozaukee County, 
March 5 (Kaspar, Lange, Soulen) ; Surf Scoter, Dane 
County, Dec. 4-6 (Mrs. Walker, Sam Robbins); and 
Am. Scoter, Ozaukee County, Nov. 27 (Soulen, 
et al.). An aerial census of the lower Detroit River 
in the Detroit, Mich., area was taken by the Con- 
servation Department on Jan. 4. A total of 204,700 
ducks was counted. In 1954 there were 65,000 and 
in 1953 there were 110,000. There were 100,500 
scaup, 53,200 Canvas-backs, 14,600 Black Ducks, 
12,200 Redheads and 8000 each of Mallards, Am. 
Golden-eyes, and Am. Mergansers. One Old-squaw 
was seen on Dec. 12 and 60 on Jan. 30 in St. Clair 
County, Mich. (Jasper and O'Reilly). Old-squaws 
(4) were first observed in Muskegon Co., Mich., on 
Dec. 26. Mallards, Black Ducks, Canvas-backs, scaups 
(sp.), Am. Golden-eyes and Buffle-heads remained 
throughout the winter (George Wickstrom). At 
Dowagiac, Cass Co., Mich., Am. Golden-eyes were 
more numerous this year than last. Up to 150 were 
counted in February and early March (Isaac R. 
Hunter). Ten species of ducks were present during 
the winter survey in the Kalamazoo, Mich., area and 
about 18,000 Canada Geese wintered there (Gladys 
Hall). Surf Scoters were also observed at Marquette, 
Marquette Co., Mich., on Nov. 3 and Nov. 7 (Mrs. 
Mary Spear Ross). In Minnesota a large flock of 
Canada Geese (500) and hundreds of Mallards win- 
tered at Rochester, Olmsted Co. The most numerous 
wintering duck reported on Christmas Counts in 
Minnesota was the Am. Golden-eye according to 
these sample reports: 194 near Duluth, 14 near St. 
Paul, and 39 in Wabasha Co. (Duluth Bird Club, 
St. Paul Audubon Society and D. G. Mahle). 
Hawks.—Goshawks, Red-tailed Hawks and Sparrow 
Hawks were frequently reported throughout the area. 
Gallinaceous Birds —There were several reports of 
a decrease of Ruffed Grouse. From Ewen, Ontonagon 
Co., Mich., came this report, “Ruffed Grouse, which 
are usually observed in my area during the winter, 
are completely absent from my records this season.” 
(Arthur Peters). At the Necedah Refuge, Wis., 
Ruffed Grouse “were only observed three times” 
(Smith), but near Rice Lake, Barron Co., Wis., 
Ruffed Grouse were “common” (John Butler). Tur- 
keys were released at Necedah Refuge last June. 
State biologists censused the area during the early 
winter but were unable to find any birds within a 
mile or two of the release area (Smith). 
Shorebirds.—Scattered reports of wintering Wil- 
son's Snipe were again received from throughout 
this Region. A Red-backed Sandpiper was seen as 
late as Nov. 7 in Winnebago County, Wis. (Rogers). 
A sight record of a Purple Sandpiper was made at 
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Muskegon, Mich., where one was seen on the break- 
water at the harbor entrance. It was watched for 10 
minutes at distances varying from 20 feet to 30 yards 
with 8x30 and 7x35 glasses. One previous sight 
record for Muskegon exists (George Wickstrom). 

Gulls.—Aside from the regular wintering gulls, 
there was also a scattering of northern and eastern 
ones. Near Duluth, Minn., 3 Glaucous Gulls were 
counted on Jan. 2 (Duluth Bird Club). An Iceland 
Gull was seen in the Milwaukee, Wis., area on Jan. 
30 (Carl Frister, H. Bauers, Mrs. A. P. Balsom). A 
group of 49 Black-backed Gulls was seen on Jan. 
4 and a group of 67 on Jan. 11 at Petoskey, Detroit 
River, Mich. Although this gull has been reported 
consistently in late years, the numbers have always 
been small. A Great Black-backed Gull was also ob- 
served among many Herring Gulls at Grand Haven, 
Ottawa Co., Mich., on Dec. 22 (Peter Hovingh, Jr.). 

Ouwls.—The Snowy Owl invasion, already reported 
in the fall migration summary, seemed to dwindle. 
In Minnesota, where the invasion was most promi- 
nent for this Region, 21 observations were reported 
in the fall migration summary. Several reports were 
received later but most observations had been made 
in November and December. In Minnesota only two 
observations were made after the first of the year; 
one north of Minneapolis, on Feb. 2 (John Jarosz) 
and one found dead on a street in south Minneapolis 
on March 11. In Wisconsin there were reports of 
Snowy Owls from Barron, Burnett, Dane, Dodge. 
Iron, La Crosse, Manitowoc, Vilas, Waukesha, and 
Winnebago Counties (fide C. Dennis Besadny). The 
first observation was at Horicon Marsh, Dodge Co., 
on Nov. 9 (Harold Mathiak) and the last record was 
from La Crosse County, Jan. 23 (Alvin Peterson). 
There were fewer reports from Michigan. From the 
Detroit area there were four reports from Dec. 11 
to Jan. 21. Three of these observations were at 
Metropolitan Beach, Macomb Co. (Binford, Fisher, 
Hoskins, Kirby, Laubinger, Purdy). At least 4 Snowy 
Owls were reported from southeastern Michigan 
(Hall). There were two reports of the Am. Hawk 
Owl, both from northwestern Minnesota; Beltrami 
Co., Feb. 15 (Leo Manthei) and Mud Lake Refuge, 
Marshall Co., Nov. 20 (Art Hawkins). A Saw-whet 
Owl, unusual for the Detroit area, was observed at 
Davisburg, Feb. 6 (O'Reilly). 

W ood peckers.—An outstanding record in Michigan 
was that of a Red-bellied Woodpecker which wintered 
at the feeding station of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Slater 
in Hulbert, Chippewa Co. (Henry). This is far north 
of its usual winter and summer range in the state. 
In Wisconsin, too, there were several good reports 
farther north where it is unusual: Winnebago County, 
Nov. 26 (Kaspar, Stanley Wellso) ; Calumet County, 
Nov. 3, Jan. 1 (Mrs. W. E Rogers); Brown County, 
Dec. 26 (Ed Paulson); St. Croix Falls, Polk Co., 
Dec. 25 (Mrs. A. J. Riegel); Wood Co., Jan. 3 
(Sam Robbins). Arctic Woodpeckers were reported 
by several observers. Two were observed in Muske- 
gon County, Mich., Dec. 18 and 26 and Feb. 6. One 
was a male; the other had no apparent crown patch 
(Wickstrom). A female was seen on Jan. 1 in 
Ontonagon Co., Mich. (Peters). 
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Red-breasted Nuthatches.—There was a large num. 
ber of winter reports from Wisconsin including: 
Kenosha County, Dec. 25 (Mrs. Howard Higgins). 
Sauk County, Dec. 28 (Robbins, e¢ al.) ; Columbia 
Co., Dec. 30 (Robbins); Trempealeau County, Dec 
30 (Alvin Peterson); Marathon County, Jan. > 
(Spencer Doty); Winnebago County, Jan. 29 (Kas. 
par, Stanley Wellso); Dane County, Jan. 31 
(Walker). There were also many reports from Min. 
nesota, where they were most common in Vadnais 
Forest, Ramsey County. 

Shrikes.—There seemed to be a mass movement of 
Gray Shrikes again this winter, most pronounced jp 
eastern Michigan. In the Detroit area (Oakland, 
Wayne and St. Clair Counties) there were 8 observa. 
tions between Dec. 5 and Feb. 20 (Binford, Hartley 
Johnston, Kelley, Middleton and Zusie). One imma. 
ture was banded (Kelley). At least 13 Gray Shrikes 
were reported from Lapeer Co., Mich., between Dec. 
5 and Feb. 17. Others seen at earlier dates 
(Zimmerman, ef al.). Of more than usual interest 
was the return of a Gray Shrike on Feb. 3, 1955 
which had been banded on Nov. 3, 1954 near Romeo, 
Macomb Co., Mich. (Mrs. Alice D. Miller). Two 
Gray Shrikes were seen on Dec. 4 and 3 on Jan. 2 
in Muskegon Co., Mich. (Wickstrom). Near Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., both the Gray and the Loggerhead 
Shrike were present during January (Hall). At 
Seney Refuge, Mich., Gray Shrikes were unusually 
common again the first part of the winter, but none 
were seen after the middle of January (Henry). In 
Ontonagon County, Mich., there were 3 Gray Shrike 
observations between Dec. 1 and Jan. 11 (Peters). 
In Wisconsin there was an unusually large number 
of winter records of Gray Shrikes, scattered through- 
out the State (fide C. Dennis Besadny). 

Grosbeaks, Redpolls, Siskins and Crossbills.—Along 
with Arctic Woodpeckers, Red-breasted Nuthatches, 
and Gray Shrikes, the invasion of grosbeaks was 
an eventful occurrence. At Duluth, Minn., 160 Eve- 
ning Grosbeaks and 154 Pine Grosbeaks were 
counted on Jan. 2 (Duluth Bird Club). At Mud Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge a flock of Pine Grosbeaks 
remained all winter, but Evening Grosbeaks were 
seen only in the fall (Carlsen). In the St. Paul- 
Minneapolis area smaller flocks of both Evening and 
Pine Grosbeaks were observed. In Wisconsin, Evening 
and Pine Grosbeaks, Common Redpolls, Pine Siskins 
and Red Crossbills were well represented in the 
winter reports, many in southern Wisconsin, where 
they are usually lacking (Besadny). There were ob- 
servations also of the White-winged Crossbill, in 
these Wisconsin Counties: Ozaukee, Fond du Lac, 
Dane, Vernon, Rock and Adams between Nov. 6 and 
Jan: 3. In southwestern Michigan “This has been a 
phenomenal Evening Grosbeak year. Sixty stations 
reported from 6 counties at least 500 birds in flocks 
of from 4 to 60. They arrived in October and are 
still present” (Hall). But the picture changes in 
southeastern Michigan. In Lapeer County, small 
flocks (7 to 22) of Evening Grosbeaks were observed 
on Dec. 26, Jan. 20 and Feb. 7 (Zimmermans). And 
more surprising is the report of the Detroit Audubon 
Society (fide Mrs. Neil T. Kelley). After the in- 
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vasion of crossbills in the fall, there were 7 Pine 
Grosbeaks seen in Macomb County on Jan. 9 (Mid- 
dleton ). 

Oregon Juncos.—Reports of Oregon Juncos con- 
tinue to increase, and this season, came from as far 
east as Lapeer County, Mich., where at least 3 were 
seen, one of these a very brightly colored male, col- 
lected on Feb. 6. The subspecific determination has 
not been made as yet (Zimmerman).—Harvey L. 
GUNDERSON, Minnesota Museum of Natural History, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.— 
The winter of 1954-55 was marked by no pronounced 
weather features with which bird activity can be 

correlated. Tem- 
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—tc} accumulated on 
the ground. The 
first severe cold spells occurred at mid-January and 
thereafter for about a month, with bodies of water 
of substantial size remaining open until this period. 
Ducks.—The southward duck flight reached its 
peak sometime after Dec. 15; between that date and 
Jan. 15, for example, the inventory in Indiana showed 
a decline in Mallards from 335,000 to less than half 
that number (James McCall). Am. Mergansers were 
markedly less numerous than usual, at least along 
the Great Lakes. Where Cleveland witnessed flocks 
of 10,000 or more in 1951, the maximum concentra- 
tion this year was 40 (Cleveland Bird Calendar); at 
Chicago, Laurie Binford reported that Red-breasted 
Mergansers exceeded Americans at Christmas time. 
There were several interesting records of the rarer 
ducks: Single Greater Scaups were collected or found 
exhausted or oiled at Michigan City, Ind. (1 of 100 
present, Jan. 27, Russell Mumford and Richard 
Phillips); Carbondale, Ill. (late Feb., Richard 
Brewer); and Cincinnati, Ohio (1 of 5 present, 
Worth Randle, fide Sven Sjodahl). Lone Am. Scoters 
appeared at Alton Dam on the Mississippi River on 
Dec. 5 (J. Earl Comfort); on Lake Michigan in 
Porter County, Ind., on Jan. 8 (Henry West, Ray- 
mond Grow, Phil Kahl), and on Lake Erie near 
Genoa, Ohio on Jan. 12 (Laurel Van Camp). Most 
unusual of all were several Harlequin Ducks. Three 
different individuals were found along the Chicago 
waterfront between Dec. 8 and 18 (Ralph M. Eise- 
man, A. L. Campbell); Mumford saw Indiana's first 
of the species at Michigan City on Jan. 27; and a 
bird reported at Cleveland on Feb. 1 by Mrs. Leslie 
Storer remained until April 15. 
Hawks, Eagles —Rough-legged Hawks were uni- 
formly said to be scarce or absent, suggesting that 





the population is near the low point in its cycle. At 
Cleveland, Vera Carrothers found a Broad-winged 
Hawk on the unusual date of Feb. 19 (fide Mrs. 
Storer). A Golden Eagle was captured during Janu- 
ary near Claremont, Ky. (Burt Monroe, Sr., fide 
Mrs. F. W. Stamm). Bald Eagles were present in 
good numbers; high counts were 40 daily in early 
January at Keokuk, Iowa (T. E. Musselman) and 27 
on the 15th of the month at Swan Lake near Moberly, 
Mo. (Sarah Jo Springer). 

Rails.—Virginia Rails occasionally winter in the 
Region. An exhausted bird picked up on Dec. 6 by 
R. J. Kula in Cleveland (Cleve. Pird Cal.) may not 
fall within the winter-resident category, but at Des 
Moines, Iowa, Woodward Brown observed a rail 
of this species in an open, spring-fed marsh from 
Jan. 30 to Feb. 27 

Shorebirds—The only Purple Sandpiper was seen 
on Jan. 15 at Cleveland by Hugh Schaefer. A Red 
Phalarope remained at the same city from Jan. 1 
until March 26 (Mrs. Storer). 

Gulls —There was the usual handful of reports of 
the Glaucous and Great Black-backed Gulls on the 
Great Lakes. Perhaps 10 dates were given for Little 
Gulls along the southern tip of Lake Michigan; since 
never more than 2 appeared at any one time, there 
is no way of knowing how many birds were present. 
The Little Gull is less frequently seen at Cleveland, 
where Miss Carrothers and Harry C. Oberholser 
found one on Jan. 24 (Cleve. Bird Cal.). An Iceland 
Gull was at Michigan City on Jan. 1 and 8 (Grow, 
West). Rarer than any of these is the Black-legged 
Kittiwake, an immature female, collected by Mumford 
and Phillips at Michigan City on Jan. 27. Bonaparte’s 
Gulls remained on southern Lake Michigan in un- 
usually large numbers until the mid-January cold 
moved them on; e.g., Binford found 2500 at Chicago 
in late November and Grow, 2000 at Michigan City 
a month later. 

Owls.—About 20 Snowy Owls were seen in addi- 
tion to those noted for the autumn period, appearing 
in all states but Iowa. The very great majority of the 
reports came from the northern extremes of the 
Region; but there were 3 late November records 
from northern Missouri, and a bird was seen and 
later found dead on Nov. 21 in Washington County, 

(Ernest Ke!ty, fide Mrs. Stamm). 

Long-eared Owls received little mention, but Camp- 
bell tells of a remarkable count of 200 in January 
at the Morton Arboretum in Lisle, Ill. Short-ears 
were evidently below average in numbers, except per- 
haps in Iowa. Saw-whet Owls, on the other hand, 
were numerous compared to their ordinary scant 
winter population; F. W. Kent saw 9 at Iowa City 
on Jan. 7; in Indiana 6 were observed at scattered 
points; and Sjodahl reports many at Cincinnati (in- 
cluding 7 banded by Ronald Austing). 

Swallows —A Barn Swallow, of which Bent’s 
volume says that winter records “north of South 
America must be considered as accidental,” was seen 
close at hand catching insects over water at Carbon- 
dale, Ill. during the Christmas Count on Dec. 29 
(Brewer, Jack Ellis, Roger Bell). It remained for 
several hours. 
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Chickadees.—There is little to add about the great 
incursion of Black-capped Chickadees described in the 
fall report. The birds stayed in north and central 


Ohio all winter; west of that State there was not 
much evidence of the movement, although Karl 
Bartel found numbers 10% above average near 


Chicago. The only Brown-capped Chickadee reported 
was from South Bass Island, Ohio on Dec. 6 (Milton 
Trautman). 

Robins.—In the southern half of the Region large 
flocks of robins reappeared after Jan. 1. Across the 
Ohio River from Cincinnati, Karl Maslowski (fide 
Sjodahl) found a Kentucky roost used by an esti- 
mated 60,000 birds from Jan. 20 to Feb. 20. Also 
at Cincinnati, Miss Ida Suttman on Jan. 17 discov- 
ered and photographed a pair of nesting Am. Robins; 
the female laid 4 eggs. only to desert at the onset 
of cold weather a week later. 

Shrikes—Shrikes of both species exceeded usual 
numbers. A good flight of Grays arrived in December, 
and the species could be found on nearly every field 
trip throughout the season by observers north of a 
line between Des Moines and Cleveland. Below that 
line there were 7 reports of Loggerheads. 

Orioles —Baltimore Orioles occur casually in the 
Middle West during winter. Injured or debilitated 
birds came to 2 separate feeders in cold weather at 
Indianapolis, Ind., on Feb. 2 and 3. One was caught 
by Frederick Beyers and identified by William B. 
Barnes. 

Spotted Towhee.—Brewer and Hardy found the 
season’s only Spotted Towhee on Dec. 27 near 
Murphysboro, III. 

Leconte’s Sparrow.—Considering how difficult they 
are to observe, the Leconte’s Sparrows seen suggest 
that the species must have been present in good 
numbers over a wide area. The greatest concentra- 
tion was 44 at the Busch Wildlife Preserve near St. 
Louis on Jan. 2 (Comfort). Singles were noted at 
Webster City, Iowa on Dec. 20 (Dennis Carter) and 
in Washington County, Ind. on Jan. 8 (Mumford), 
and 3 were collected on Jan. 1 in Posey County, 
Ind. from a field in which several others were seen 
(Mumford, James Cope). 

Northern Finches.—lIt is difficult to summarize the 
mass of detail about the finches that poured into the 
entire Region from the north; it would be easier 
to list the places where they were not seen than 
those where they were. Most common were Evening 
Grosbeaks and White-winged Crossbills, both of 
which reached Kentucky (a single grosbeak in Owen 
Co. on Jan. 8, and a flock of crossbills sometimes 
numbering 26 at Louisville from Dec. 23 to Feb. 
17, Mrs. Stamm). Both were seen also at Cincinnati 
—as many as 75 White-winged Crossbills from Nov. 
20 onward. The flock size for each species was most 
frequently about 10, but in several localities 50 or 
more of one or the other appeared. Crossbills stayed 
until the middle of March, and grosbeaks were still 
being seen in April. Eight places in the northern 
halves of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois reported Pine 
Grosbeaks, single birds in all but 2 instances, in 
which there were flocks of a half dozen; dates ranged 
from Nov. 27 to Feb. 18. The scattering of Red 
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Crossbills was in no way remarkable unless it was 
in the fact that the species moved as far south as 
St. Louis (Comfort) and Cincinnati (Roland Oliver. 
fide Sjodahl). Snow Bunting movements were very 
erratic. Few were seen at Cleveland, and they left 
the Lake Michigan shore of Indiana in late January: 
2 from a flock numbering 40 to 50 at Urbana, Ill. 
on Feb. 9 remained as late as April 5 (Carl Marvel. 
fide William B. Robertson). 

Note.—Records of Oregon Juncos have never been 
included in this report because hybridizing and plum. 
age variations render such sight records of little 
value. However, correspondents have ex. 
pressed interest in knowing something about the 
frequency of juncos with the Oregon-type plumage. 
Ten such birds were seen, many at feeders or under 
other good conditions for observation; at Willow 
Springs, Ill., in Cook Co., Bartel banded 2 of them, 
In most cases dates of observation were not sup- 
plied—Vat NOLAN, Jr., R. R. 10, N. Fee Lane, 
Bloomington, Ind. 
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CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—Autumn 
over much of the United States was again benign, 
permitting many late stragglers to survive into De- 

cember. In the 
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exceptional re- 
sults. This win- 
ter, though the 
weather in the Central Southern Region itself was 
of only average warmth, normally non-wintering 
species did make a better-than-average showing there. 
Records of Normally Non-wintering Birds—A 
Least Flycatcher collected on the Gulf Coast near 
Johnson's Bayou, La., on Dec. 31 (G. H. Lowery) 
established what is probably the first fully authenti- 
cated winter occurrence of this species in the United 
States. A Barn Swallow noted among Tree and 
Rough-winged Swallows on a wire along the Bonnet 
Carré Spillway, on Jan. 25 (C. S. Robbins) gave 
Louisiana its first mid-winter record (previous ex- 
tremes: March 15, Dec. 4). Two $ and 9 9 Purple 
Martins found in an unusually large winter aggre- 
gation of Tree Swallows (4000 est.) near New Or- 
leans on Dec. 26 (J. L. Dorn) set what is appar- 
ently a new late date for North America. All these 
birds were of insectivorous species and all were en- 
countered in coastal parishes. Thus it seems possible 
that the coastal mosquito plague mentioned in our 
last report may have had something to do with their 
presence so late in the season. There were, however, 
other locally unprecedented cases of winter lingering 
in which this factor is not indicated: 4 to 7 White 
Pelicans at Cross Lake, near Shreveport, on several 
dates in December, January and February (H. H. Jeter, 
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1, R. Stewart, Jr.); a Spotted Sandpiper on Dec. 26 
and 2 on Jan. 3 at Cross Lake near Shreveport (JRS); 
a Greater Yellow-legs at Nashville on Feb. 23 (C. M. 
Weise); a Lesser Yellow-legs and 6 Dowitchers 
at Lonoke, Ark., on Jan. 1 (R. D. Smith and others); 
Common Yellowthroats at Lonoke on Jan. 1, Jan. 
30, and March 6 (B. B. Coffey, D. and F. James, and 
others); a very tame imm. Am. Redstart foraging in 
a gravel road near New Roads, La., throughout most 
of Dec. 19 (RJN, H. Stern) and another at New 
Orleans on Dec. 25 and 27 (Mrs. T. Von Gohren); 
3 Vesper Sparrows at Memphis Penal Farm, on Jan. 
15 (BBC). The latest previous date for the Am. 
Redstart in Louisiana was Nov. 7, though there has 
been at least one other December record in the 
Region (Pensacola: Dec. 5, 1951). Unusual for the 
winter season but not without precedent were: an 
adult Yellow-crowned Night Heron at Marion, Ala., 
Jan. 20 (L. McCollough): a Virginia Rail at Marion, 
Jan. 29 (LMcC); a single Wilson’s Plover at Pen- 
sacola, Jan. 2 and 23 (F. M. Weston); a Solitary 
Sandpiper in a borrow pit opposite False River, La., 
Dec. 19 and 26 (F. J. Buchmann) ; a Greater Yellow- 
legs at Wheeler Refuge. Dec. 31 (M. Parker); 6 
Black-necked Stilts at Grand Chenier, La., Jan. 31 
(J. P. Gee); 10 Short-billed Marsh Wrens in rice 
stubble near Lonoke, Ark., on Jan. 1 and 1 on Jan. 
30 (BBC); a Western Kingbird at Pensacola, Dec. 
5 (FMW); single Yellow-breasted Chats at Cameron, 
La., Jan. 1 (R. and J. Krebs), and on a levee oppo- 
site False River, Jan. 9 (RJN); a Q Painted Bunting 
near Gretna, La., Dec. 18 and 26 (JLD). 

Christmas Bird Counts.—Slightly more than half 
the normally non-wintering species listed turned up 
on Christmas Bird Counts. They were so widely dis- 
tributed among the various localities, however, that 
they had only a trivial effect on the species total 
anywhere except at Lonoke. Nevertheless, of the 
14 counts for which returns are at hand, 8 edged 
ahead of their previous all-time high in variety. All 
but one of the established counts west of the Mis- 
sissippi (6 of 7) showed some improvement, the 
greatest advances being made in the section from 
Shreveport northward. A famous national magazine 
to the contrary notwithstanding, Louisiana's St. 
Francisville-False River area was able, even with dili- 
gent precensusing, to better its previous record by 
only 3 species. The marshland that constitutes over 
95% of the area in the Sabine Refuge circle appeared 
to be in frightful condition as a result of the sum- 
mer's drought. Yet, with the same number of party- 
hours, this year’s counts for 27 out of 47 species of 
marsh-inhabiting birds were higher than last year’s, 
producing a net excess of more than 3800 individuals 
for species of this group. Perhaps the very drying of 
the marsh tended to concentrate these birds in the 
spots where they were most readily accessible. 

Northern Rarities or Sporadics—The Horned Lark 
breeds in all the states surrounding Louisiana and 
indeed may do so in our southwestern parishes, where 
the small Texas coastal race is recurrently noted on 
rare occasions. But from the point of view of Louis- 
ianians inland, the lark is a northern bird, most logi- 
cally to be expected somewhere in the northern tier 


of parishes. jnstead, the handful of migrants that 
have been found in the State have been seen not at 
the top of ‘the Louisiana boot but down near the 
toe, mostly around Lake Pontchartrain. This year the 
species finally behaved in a logical manner by ap- 
pearing in the vicinity of Shreveport. Fifteen were 
observed there on Dec. 26 and 3 on Jan. 3 (JRS). 
One of the latter was collected and proved to be of 
a northern subspecies (/o77/). Records of Red- 
breasted Nuthatches continued to filter in from all 
over the Region, from Pensacola (FMW) to Mans- 
field, La. (Mrs. Hill Myers). Pensacola had a total 
of 8 birds during the winter, its greatest number 
ever, and a record on April 3, a new extreme date 
for the locality and probably for Florida. Pine Siskins, 
it may be recalled, flooded into the Region two win- 
ters ago in the greatest invasion on record. In the 
winter of 1953-54 they returned to a few localities 
in what we termed a light echo invasion. The ‘re-echo 
in the past few months has surpassed the echo. 
Records are at hand for 10 localities, including such 
extremely southern points as Sabine Refuge (1 on 
Dec. 10—R. R. Rudolph) and New Orleans (1 on 
Feb. 20—H. B. Chase, Jr.). A flock of siskins at 
Mrs. A. L. Whigham’s feeding station at Century, 
Fla., built up to a peak of 125 birds (est.) by late 
January, in contrast to a maximum of 9 birds last 
winter. The real northern novelty of the period was, 
however, the two adult White-winged Crossbills 
discovered in Riverside Park at Memphis on Dec. 26 
(Miss Nelle Moore, Mrs. Rose Wooldridge, Lawrence 
Kent). This species has never before been recorded 
in Tennessee. The Am. Tree Sparrow, which, accord- 
ing to Coffey, visits the mid-South in 3- to 4-year 
cycles, appeared on 3 Christmas Counts (Memphis, 
Nashville, and Fort Smith), then disappeared from 
notice. Most of all this may seem rather unimpressive 
from the northern point of view. But these records 
in combination with those of the preceding period 
form a surprising counter-theme to the other strik- 
ing feature of the period—the late presence of nor- 
mally non-wintering birds. One would hardly have 
expected both developments to occur at the same 
time. 

Start of the Spring Migration.—The near-average 
temperatures of the winter months surged upward in 
the first part of March. The northward movement of 
birds began amid the promise of an early spring, 
producing a new crop of arrival dates that were 
earlier than ever before. In the following list, record- 
breaking advances for the State involved are marked 
with an asterisk; in other cases the margin of advance 
is for the locality concerned: Little Blue Herons 15 
miles south of Andalusia, Ala., on Feb. 25 and at 
Coffee Springs, Ala., on Feb. 26 (T. A. Imhof); 
35 Fulvous Tree-ducks near Kaplan, La., on March 14 
(L. L. Glasgow), 16 days early*; 5 Am. Golden 
Plovers near Shreveport on Feb. 27 (JRS), 9 days 
early*, others at Stuttgart, Ark., on the same day 
(B. Meanley), and 22 at the Memphis Penal Farm 
on March 4, about 2 days early (G. Peyton, Jr., H. 
Landis, Jr.); 10 Pectoral Sandpipers about 8 miles 
north of Shreveport on March 12 (HHJ), 2 days 
early; a Chimney Swift at Pensacola on March 11 
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(Miss L. E. Pate), 1 day early; 
Swallow at Birmingham on March 13 (Blanche 
Dean), 5 days early; a Barn Swallow at Memphis 
Penal Farm on March 26 (GP, HL), 8 days early; 
an Olive-backed Thrush at Spring Lake State Park, 
Miss., on March 27 (studied at leisure through 
binoculars at 20 feet—Mrs. L. Coffey), 2 weeks 
early; a White-eyed Vireo at Shreveport on March 
13 (HHJ), 2 days early, and another at Calion, Ark., 
on March 24, a few days early (A. J. Hoiberg); a 
Black and White Warbler at Birmingham on March 
11 (Harriet Wright), 9 days early, and 4 near 
Shreveport on March 13 (HHJ, JRS), 1 day early; 
2 Parula Warblers near Shreveport on March 12 
(HHJ), 3 days early; a Prairie Warbler at Birming- 
ham on March 24 (J. B. Sullivan), 6 days early; 
a Northern Water-thrush at Pensacola on March 5 
(streaked throat and sharply streaked under parts 
seen—FMW ), a month early; a Hooded Warbler at 
Memphis on March 22 (GP), 3 days early; a singing 
Am. Redstart at Marion, Ala., on March 14 (heard 
by LMcC); a 64 Dickcissel at Memphis on March 
13 and 20 (HL and others). Certain features of this 
series of records are of special interest. (1) In a good 
proportion of the cases the advance was not merely 
a vagrant movement by one individual; the Black 
and White Warbler, for instance, became actually 
common at Birmingham by the 16th, 4 days ahead of 
the previous “earliest ever’! (2) Almost none of the 
species were those whose absence characterizes the 
so-called “coastal hiatus.” (3) Yet localities north 
of the hiatus area nearly monopolized the record 
breaking. Apparently the first migrants were not par- 
ticularly early in reaching the Gulf Coast but there- 
after made unusually rapid progress northward in 
the prematurely warm weather. This year's evidence 
seems to refute the idea that the advance of migra- 
tion is not influenced by the advance of spring. 

The March Cold Wave.—Suddenly and dramati- 
cally in the last week of the period, March became its 
old lionlike self. An innocuous-seeming front that 
had been creeping into the Region burst into swift 
movement on the 26th, as Arctic air poured down 
across the Mid-South into the Deep South and sent 
all-time temperature records plummeting. March 27 
at Memphis was the third coldest day of the winter 
(14° below freezing). and the next morning snow 
fell for several hours on the Florida coast at Pensa- 
cola. The effect on the leafing and blossoming vegeta- 
tion was devastating. In Nashville shrubs took on an 
October brownness. There and at Birmingham even 
such evergreen species as boxwood, California privet, 
and winter-blooming honeysuckle were stricken. And 
the falling leaves of the willow oak gave Shreveport’s 
streets the look of autumn. Five species of birds— 
the Mourning Dove, Mockingbird, Eastern Bluebird, 
Cardinal, and Eastern Towhee—already had nests at 
Nashville at the time of the freeze (A. Ganier and 
others). Desertion of partially-finished nests because 
of the cold was not established, but 2 sets of bluebird 
eggs were found frozen (Mrs. A. Laskey). Dead or 
moribund Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were picked 
up at several points: El Dorado, Ark. (AJH) ; Shreve- 
port (on March 27, earliest ever, by 8 days—Mrs. 
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a Rough-winged 


G. Ingersoll); Baton Rouge (2 cases); and Nichol. 
son, Miss. (A. B. Tolman). To observers within reach 
of the coast, the frontal weather seemed to offer the 
opportunity of a decade. March 27 was the anniver. 
sary of a trip to Grand Isle, La., in the spring of 
1942 on which Lowery and Howell saw “‘incalculable” 
numbers of grounded migrants and established severa] 
early arrival dates that have never since been 
equaled. However, though Weston was in the coastal 
woods at Pensacola for several hours each day from 
March 27 to 29 and Gee visited Cameron on the 
26th and 27th, neither of them found any migrant 
land birds of consequence. By the end of the period 
the heavy influx of Eastern Kingbirds, Yellow. 
throated and Red-eyed Vireos, Prothonotary and 
Hooded Warblers, and Orchard Orioles that usually 
takes place on the northwest Florida coast had failed 
to materialize. In view of the scarcity of these mi- 
grants both at Pensacola and at Century, 20 miles 
inland, Weston suggested that the flight this year 
may have met opposing winds so far out in the Gulf 
that it was unable to attain a landfall and perished at 
sea. 

Grebes through Ducks.—The Horned Grebe usually 
stays at Pensacola well through March and sometimes 
into April. This winter it was abundant until well 
along in January, then suddenly and inexplicably be. 
came rare (few in February, only one in March). 
The Eared Grebe was recorded this year with greater 
frequency than ever before: 3 of 5 seen collected 5 
miles west of Redfish Point in Vermilion Parish on 
Dec. 1 (W. Adams); 1 at False River on Dec. 24 
(first for “Baton Rouge area’—GHL) and on Dec. 
26 (at a point 2 miles away—RJN); 1 near Cameron 
on Dec. 31 (RWK). An Am. Egret at Birmingham 
on March 20, during strong winds preceding a near 
tornado (A. West), was only the second in spring 
for that locality. The Old-squaw, which, oddly, seems 
to be more widespread in warm winters than in cold, 
appeared at several localities: False River—2 on Dec. 
24 and 1 on Dec. 26 (RJN); Pensacola—1 imm. on 
Feb. 9 (FMW); Mobile Bay, near Ft. Morgan—8 on 
March 12 (TAI). A 2 Surf Scoter was seen at close 
range just south of Sabine Refuge on Dec. 12 (RRR, 
J. Walther). 

Hawks.—A Swallow-tailed Kite was noted along 
the Vermilion River, 8 miles south of Abbeville, La., 
March 21 (LLG). A Harlan’s Hawk was seen from 
a plane southwest of Jennings, La., on Feb. 11 by 
C. S. Robbins. The Rough-legged Hawk was recorded 
in the vicinity of Memphis on four occasions, Dec. 
19-Feb. 20. Single Golden Eagles were observed on 
the Sabine Refuge on Dec. 2 (RRR) and southeast 
of Lonoke, Ark., on Jan. 1 (DJ, RDS, and others). 

Shorebirds through Gulls.—-Wintering Am. Wood- 
cock remained in Louisiana longer than usual this 
year. No less than 20 were counted near Lottie on 
Feb. 25 (LLG). But a mother bird with 3 chicks 
was discovered on March 13 on a logging road, 114 
miles southeast of Rosedale, Miss. (M. Hill). This 
appears to be the first breeding record for Mississippi 
in 75 years. The Least Sandpiper was unusually num- 
erous across the northern part of the Region and 
turned up on several Christmas Counts for the first 
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time. The largest reported inland concentration was 
at Lake Bolivar, Miss., where M. G. Vaiden esti- 
mated 250 to 1000 individuals on visits from Dec, 
3 to Feb. 18. The Red Phalarope, which is now 
found every year at sea off Pensacola, was more 
abundant than ever this December. C. C. Gunter 
reported small groups on the 23rd totaling thousands 
of individuals. A Parasitic Jaeger seen within 30 
yards at Alabama Point on March 11 was reported 
by Imhof. Though the juncolike pattern of the neck 
did not exactly check with published descriptions, the 
species is so variable that this discrepancy is probably 
without significance. In view of the observer's famil- 
jarity with both the Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers, 
the record is entitled to consideration as an addition 
to the Alabama list. An adult Franklin's Gull at 
Cross Lake, near Shreveport, on March 6 (HHJ, 
IRS) furnished the first March record, and the second 
definite spring record, for Louisiana. An unusually 
heavy, almost continuous flight of Herring Gulls 
westward along the Gulf beach at Pensacola on Dec. 
5 (FMW) was notable for the preponderance of 
adults over immatures. 

Anis, Owls, Woodpeckers—A Groove-billed Ani 
was identified in pouring rain near False River, La., 
on Dec. 12 (grooves in bill seen through 20x scope 
at minimum range—RJN, JPG). This is the first ani 
ever found in the Baton Rouge area, and, except for 
an old record near Cottonport, represents the north- 
ermmost known occurrence in the State. The Long- 
eared Owl, still quite a novelty at Memphis, was 
seen there again on March 26 (HL and others). The 
Hairy Woodpecker is one of the birds whose absence 
characterizes the coastal cheniers of Louisiana; but 
on Feb. 12, Robbins saw and heard 2 of these wood- 
peckers on Pecan Island, a typical chenier. 

Flycatchers, Pipits, Warblers —Though this seemed 
to be a Vermilion Flycatcher year in the western part 
of the Region, the species failed to put in appearance 
during the fall period at the lagoon in City Park, 
New Orleans, where it has been a regular visitant in 
good years and bad. Two 4's and a@ were finally 
observed there on Dec. 10 (HBC). Two new locali- 
ties for the species were Natchitoches, La. (2 2's, 
Oct. 21-Feb. 2) and nearby Black Lake (1 9—Oct. 
20)—all records by D. S. Payne. Three years ago the 
Sprague’s Pipit had never been seen in Tennessee 
and had been unreported in Mississippi for half a 
century. Since the winter of 1952-53, however, it 
has been found annually in both states. New locali- 
ties for the present period are: McKellar Field at 
Westover, Tenn. (2 on Dec. 4—BBC, HL); White- 
haven, Tenn. (1 on March 27—BBC); and 1 mile 
north of Glendora, Miss. (1 on Jan. 23—BBC). 
Another continuing feature is the wintering of the 
Black-capped Warbler. Since the big influx in the 
winter of 1952-53, they have been found annually in 
southern Louisiana at this season, though in diminish- 
ing numbers. In the present period reports were re- 
ceived of 7 individuals, in contrast to 15 last winter. 

Meadowlarks through Orioles—A 20-mile survey 
along highway shoulders in Bolivar Co., Miss., in 
January produced the remarkable total of 213 West- 
ern Meadowlarks (MGV, B. Collins). On March 27, 


a bird perfectly fitting the description of a Yellow- 
headed Blackbird was seen at close range in the 
Louisiana State University Rose Gardens (reported 
by Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Thomas to RK). This 
species has never befcre been recorded in Louisiana 
in March. At Rome, Ala., on Feb. 15, Imhof spent 
15 minutes watching a ¢ Bullock’s Oriole that had 
darted into a hedgerow to escape a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk. The first identified Bullock’s for Alabama 
was seen at Grove Hill last winter (G. Carleton) but 
seems not to have been made a matter of published 
record. 

Sparrows.—Because of the Indigo Bunting’s phe- 
nomenally early arrival in recent years in coastal New 
England, its first appearance here this spring may 
be of special interest. This occurred on March 13, 
when a single 2 was seen at Cameron (JPG). A 
Spotted Towhee that was present at Mabelvale, Ark., 
from Jan. 22 until at least March 14 was trapped, 
photographed, and banded on March 7 (W. Shep- 
herd). There is only one previous record for the 
State, a bird seen at El Dorado last spring. The 
Harris's Sparrow, rarely reported in the Region prior 
to 1950, added to its unbroken record of annual 
occurrence since that time. It was observed not only 
at its more regular localities but also at Mansfield, 
La. (2 from Jan. 19 to Feb. 12—Mrs. Myers) and 
at Baton Rouge (1 on Dec. 14, the second record for 
the area—Mrs. C. Cazedessus). The Lincoln's Spar- 
row was unusually common and was found on 6 
Christmas Counts, including for the first time all the 
Louisiana lists. A high count of 14 at Cameron, La., 
on March 26-27 (JPG) possibly included incoming 
migrants. Smith's Longspur, another species prac- 
tically unknown in the Region until recent years, 
reappeared at most of its old localities and some new 
ones: Halls, Tenn. on Feb. 13 (first in Tennessee 
outside Shelby Co.—Coffeys) and 6 miles south of 
Oxford, Miss., on Jan. 23 (LC). Chestnut-collared 
Longspurs turned up again near Shreveport after a 
year's absence (2 on Feb. 6—HHJ, JRS). The Lap- 
land Longspur was missing there for the first time 
in several successive winters but was unusually num- 
erous at Wheeler Refuge, Ala. (35 on Dec. 31— 
TAI).—Rosert J. NEWMAN, Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Museum of Zoology, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
Unusually mild weather occurred in December and 
January, with above normal temperatures and below 
normal precipitation. February and March, however, 
were quite cold with frequent snowstorms throughout 
the Region. Rapid City, $. Dak. reported the second 
coldest February in 15 years. In late March the 
Black Hills area of South Dakota had very cold tem- 
peratures with a low of —23°. Despite the severe 
cold and snowstorms late in the period, there were no 
winter losses of birdlife of any consequence. 
Waterfowl —Wintering waterfowl were to be 
found in all areas of the Region where water stayed 
open all period. Waubay National Wildlife Refuge, 
Waubay, S. Dak. had 245 Canada Geese (Common) 
(Carl E. Pospichal). The largest reported concentra- 
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tion of ducks was at the Lacreek National Wildlife 
Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., and consisted of 10,000 
Mallards and several hundred Lesser Scaup, Canvas- 
backs, Am. Golden-eyes and Am. Mergansers (Ken- 
neth Krumm). From 2000 to 3000 Mallards wintered 
along the Missouri River near Bismarck, N. Dak. 
(Robert N. Randall), and 900 remained at Lake Ilo 
National Wildlife Refuge, Dunn Center, N. Dak. 
(Chesley M. Dinkins). For the first time in many 
years there were a few wintering Mallards at the 
Medicine Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Medicine 
Lake, Mont. (Elmo G. Adams). Approximately 1600 
Mallards wintered on Canyon Lake near Rapid City, 
S. Dak. (N. R. Whitney). 

Hawks.—One Goshawk was reported at Yorkton, 
Sask. on Dec. 26 (C. Stuart Houston). Red-tailed 
Hawks were observed in the Bismarck, N. Dak. area 
in December and January with five recorded on Dec. 
26 (RNR). Rough-legeed Hawks were present in 
normal numbers in most parts of the Region. Golden 
Eagles were seen regularly at the Upper Souris Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak. through- 
out the period (Frank R. Martin). They were more 
abundant than usual at Lake Ilo Refuge, Dunn Cen- 
ter, N. Dak., where some predation on wintering 
Mallards was noted (CMD). Bald Eagle occurrences 
were only occasional in North and South Dakota 
areas. Marsh Hawks were more common than usual in 
the Bismarck, N. Dak. area (RNR), and male birds 
were seen regularly at the Long Lake National Wild- 
life Refuge, Moffit, N. Dak. (Homer L. Bradley). 
They wintered in small numbers at Lacreek Refuge, 
Martin, S. Dak. (KK). Sparrow Hawks were reported 
from Bismarck, N. Dak. (RNR) and from the Fort 


Peck Game Range, Fort Peck, Mont. (John C. 
Kindelman). 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Greater Prairie Chickens 





were reported from only two areas—three were seen 
on Jan. 2 at the Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, S. Dak. 
(Herbert H. Dill), and one was reported near Tower 
City, N. Dak. (Edgar Preston). Sharp-tailed Grouse 
were present in normal to above normal numbers in 
most North Dakota areas. European Partridge win- 
tered well in all sections, but there was no apparent 
change in population status. Ring-necked Pheasants 
continued to increase in North Dakota. This is prob- 
ably due to the comparatively mild winters that have 
occurred for four successive years. The cold weather 
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periods and snowstorms la 2 in the period caused no 
significant losses in this species. An unusual pheasant 
movement was learned of when a banded hen was 
found dead on the Upper Souris Refuge, Foxholm 
N. Dak. in March. This hen had been banded and 
released on the Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. 
in August of 1954. The total distance moved was in 
excess of 35 miles (FRM, HH). 

Owls.—Snowy Owls were recorded in greater num. 
bers than in the 1953-54 season. Short-eared Owls 
were reported as abundant in various North Dakota 
areas. Thirty-five were counted between Devils Lake 
and Leeds, N. Dak. on Feb. 28 (Ellison Madden), 
They became plentiful in the Grande Prairie, Alta, 
region after Feb. 1 (Frederick Helleiner). A Saw. 
whet Owl was seen in Bismarck, N. Dak. on Dec. 
26 (RNR). 

Kingfishers, Woodpeckers, Larks—A few Belted 
Kingfishers wintered around open water in the Black 
Hills, S. Dak. (NRW). Yellow-shafted Flickers were 
present in the Bismarck and St. John, N. Dak. areas 
(RNR, Col. Dana Wright). Three Red-shafted 
Flickers were seen near Malta, Mont. on Dec. 39 
(Leon Snyder) and 10 were recorded near Billings, 
Mont. on Dec. 26 (Liven Peterson). One Arctic 
Three-toed Woodpecker was found in Bismarck, N. 
Dak. on Jan. 2 (Ed Hibbard). Two Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers were noted near Yankton, S. Dak. on 
Dec. 25 (Mr. & Mrs. Willis Hall). Horned Larks 
were found over most of the Region. 

Jays, Crows, Magpies —Am. Magpies were more 
abundant than during previous winters on Lacreek 
Refuge, Martin, $S. Dak. Am. Magpies and Blue Jays 
were seen in larger numbers in the vicinity of St. 
John, N. Dak. (DW). Am. Crows wintered in small 
numbers on Lacreek Refuge in South Dakota (KK). 
A few individuals were reported from several points 
in North Dakota. Flocks of from 20 to 50 Pifion 
Jays were seen during the winter in Rapid City, S. 
Dak. (NRW). Fifty were counted between Billings 
and Huntley, Mont. on Dec. 26 (LP). 

Robins through Blackbirds —A few Am. Robins 
wintered at scattered locations within the Region. 


Several were found dead in Theodore Roosevelt 
Nat'l Memorial Park, Medora, N. Dak. after the 
extreme cold spell in February (Ebba_ Brooks). 


Golden-crowned Kinglets were observed in Bismarck, 
Fargo and Kenmare, N. Dak. and near Rapid City, 
S. Dak. in December. Bohemian Waxwings were 
common in most areas. Cedar Waxwings were noted 
in Bismarck, N. Dak.; Fort Peck, Mont.; and Yank- 
ton, S. Dak. A few Red-winged Blackbirds remained 
on Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. during the 
winter (Donald V. Gray). Seven Brewer's Blackbirds 
were seen near Yorkton, Sask. on Dec. 26 (CSH). 
Grosbeaks, Finches, Sparrows.—Of special interest 
were the Cardinal observations in North Dakota. 
Four Cardinals were seen on 2 occasions in late 
January, and one on several occasions in early March 
in Minot, N. Dak. (Dr. Gale Richardson, Mrs. Issel). 
One Cardinal was observed in Bismarck, N. Dak. on 
Dec. 26, and one was seen 20 miles south of Bis- 
marck on March 26 (RNR). One was noted in 
Fargo, N. Dak. on Dec. 10 and again a few days 
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later (Mrs. C. M. Running). Common Redpolls were 
found over most of the Region. Two Hoary Redpolls 
were seen near Fargo, N. Dak. on Dec. 27 (Frank 
Cassel, Joyce Mohberg). Pine Siskins were present 
in the Devils Lake, N. Dak. area, but very few were 
found in the vicinity of Rapid City, $. Dak., where 
they were abundant during the winter of 1953-54 
(NRW). Approximately 30 White-winged Cross- 
bills, a new refuge record, were observed feeding on 
seeds from evergreen cones at Waubay Refuge, Wau- 
hay, S. Dak. for several days in November. The birds 
were so tame and intent on their feeding that they 
could be picked up without trying to escape. When 
returned to the tree or ground they continued feeding 
as though they had not been disturbed (CEP). A few 
Harris's Sparrows were recorded in Montana, North 
Dakota and South Dakota. Five White-crowned 
Sparrows were seen frequently in Bismarck, N. Dak. 
during December, January and early February (RNR). 
—RoBERT and ANN GAMMELL, Kenmare, N. Dak.; 
Howarp S. HuENECKE, Des Lacs Nat'l. Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
eastern border of the Region received local and heavy 
rains during the period but most of the Southern 
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duced the poorest 
waterfowl habitat and the lowest wintering popula- 
tions since the mid 1930's. Many species of both 
land birds and water birds took advantage of the mild 
winter and were found north of their normal range, 
but the pattern of abundance and distribution made 
a crazy quilt that is difficult to explain. 

Grebes through Waterfowl._—Grebes were reported 
in several localities north of their usual range. For 
example, the Eared Grebe was observed for the first 
time at Midland, Tex. from late January until the 
end of the season (Mrs. H. Williams). Several Pied- 
billed Grebes probably wintered at Wister Reservoir 
in LeFlore Co., Okla. where they were seen on Dec. 
26 (Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Norman). Other localities 
recording this species included Oklahoma City (D. 
Clark); Wichita Refuge (E. J. Greenwalt, A. F. 
Halloran); Midland from late December on (HW); 
and Big Springs, Tex. on Dec. 26 (J. E. Galley). 
The Double-crested Cormorant was seen near Little- 
ton, Colo. as late as Nov. 20 (J. Chapin, ef al.). 


Winter waterfowl populations showed wide variation 
but generally were very limited. In a survey of Okla- 
homa populations, wintering ducks and geese were 
24 per cent lower than last year (M. Dodson). An 
immature Whistling Swan in poor condition picked 
up near Davis, Okla. on Jan. 12 was a new locality 
record (E. Cravens). Ross’s Goose was seen and 
collected for the first record at Fort Collins, Colo. in 
mid-January (R. Ryder). A male Wood Duck win- 
tering near Littleton was north of its usual winter 
haunts (J. Flavin). 

Hawks through Pheasants—The winter distribu- 
tion of hawks was quite abnormal. Apparently some- 
what typical populations were found in the north- 
eastern and extreme western portions of the Region, 
but in central and southern localities hawks of all 
kinds were very scarce. For example, the count of 
Bald and Golden Eagles on the Salt Plains Refuge 
was much lower than that of recent years (J. B. Van 
den Akker). At Stillwater fewer hawks were seen 
than during any winter since 1940 (F. M. Baum- 
gartner). The Eastern Goshawk at Lincoln, Nebr. 
on Jan. 2 (M. L. Hanson) and at Goddard, Kans. 
on Dec. 28 (E. Beals) were new locality records. 
Red-tailed Hawks were unusually plentiful at Ros- 
well, N. Mex. where as many as 12 were seen in a 
two-hour drive (V. Montgomery). Falcons appeared 
to be more common than normal with several ob- 
servers reporting Prairie and Peregrine Falcons or 
Pigeon Hawks. Three Prairie Falcons seen at Still- 
water on Dec. 26 were the largest number recorded in 
16 years of observation (FMB). A Pigeon Hawk at 
Dallas on Jan. 3 was an unusual distribution record 
(H. Kirby, W. Miller). Bob-white and Ring-necked 
Pheasant populations were generally low but Scaled 
Quail numbers at Boise City, Okla. (S. Schemnitz) 
and at Amarillo, Tex. (Mrs. I. D. Acord) compared 
favorably with those of the last two or three years. 

Shorebirds, Gulls, Doves—A Snowy Plover at 
Denton, Tex. on Jan. 29 was a new county record 
(V. Hamilton, K. Rylander). Sandpipers migrated 
into the southern part of the Region so early that 
it was difficult to distinguish between winter visitants 
and spring migrants. An Am. Woodcock found at 
Denton on Jan. 2 was a new locality record (W. 
Pipes, KR). Two Least Sandpipers seen at Norman, 
Okla. represented the only winter record of this 
species in Oklahoma (J. C. Johnson, Jr., ef al.). A 
Glaucous Gull observed at Denver on Dec. 26 was 
an unusual distribution record (D. M. Thatcher). 
The Herring Gull was seen for the first time at 
Midland on Feb. 12 (Mr. and Mrs. HW). A flock 
of Franklin's Gulls observed at Oklahoma City on 
Jan. 2 was considerably north of its normal winter 
range (DC, et al.). Mourning Doves wintered widely 
throughout the Region and obviously were more 
common than usual. The first record of the Inca 
Dove in Oklahoma was a bird found on the edge of 
Ponca City. First identified in late January this bird 
was trapped and banded and observed regularly for 
several weeks (C. Marshall). An Inca Dove seen at 
Fort Worth on Jan. 27 and Feb. 25 was another 
unusual distribution record (Mrs. G. W. Parker, Jr.). 

Owls through Woodpeckers —Snowy Owls appar- 
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ently were rare this year. Three birds were shot in 
Kansas: at Topeka on Nov. 24 (L. B. Carson); at 
Mound City in early December (Dingus); at Wichita 
about the same date (Smarsh). The Long-eared Owl 
seen at Halstead, Kans. on March 1 was the third 
record for that locality (E. L. Ruth). A Pileated 
Woodpecker was a rare visitant seen at Denton on 
Jan. 2 (VH). Red-headed Woodpeckers revealed a 
very spotty distribution and apparently were surpris- 
ingly rare in much of Oklahoma. None were seen 
at Fort Gibson on Jan. 2 (JLN); none at Wister 
Reservoir on Dev. 26 (JLN); the Tulsa Audubon 
Society reported none after Nov. 15 (Mrs. O. W. 
Letson); only one immature Red-head was recorded 
at Stillwater during this period (FMB). But at 
Dallas, where this species is seldom seen, two were 
seen on Feb. 6 (E. Harris). At Fort Worth the 
Red-head was observed on Jan. 7 (M. Burns) and 
again on March 13 (W. Pulich, Jr.). Williamson’s 
Sapsucker was seen on Feb. 12 at Palo Duro Can- 
yon, Tex. (IDA, W. J. Breckenridge and Mrs. D. 
Foreman) and one was found dead in Canyon, Tex. 
on March 8 (IDA). 

Flycatchers through Mimic Thrushes—A_ female 
Vermilion Flycatcher seen at Dallas on March 10 is 
a new locality record (E. H. Murchman, M. Tour- 
tellotte and Mrs. T. E. Winford). A Rough-winged 
Swallow observed carefully at Lawrence, Kans. on 
Dec. 26 was a surprising date (W. Hunn). A small 
flock of Pinon Jays spent at least part of the winter 
at Forgan, Okla. east of their normal range (Mrs. 
Angleton, Mr. and Mrs. J. Hilty). Mountain Chick- 
adees moved out onto the Plains and showed up in 
numbers on several Christmas Bird Counts in Col- 
orado (DMT). Near Clayton, N. Mex. this species 
was seen in December and January for a new locality 
record (A. J. Krehbiel). A Carolina Wren seen at 
Colorado Springs on Dec. 26 was believed to be the 
first Christmas record for Colorado (Aiken Ornitho- 
logical Society). A Rock Wren was seen in exactly 
the same site at the Fort Gibson Reservoir where one 
was found in 1951 (Mr. and Mrs. JLN, Mr. and 
Mrs. V. Travis). Brown Thrashers wintered in a 
number of localities where they are normally summer 
residents only. This species was noted on the Christ- 
mas Bird Counts at Topeka (LBC) and at Lawrence 
(B. S. Chewning) as well as at several localities in 
northern and central Oklahoma. 

Thrushes Blackbirds —Am. Robins also 
revealed a very spotty pattern of distribution. This 
species was not found on the Christmas Count at 
Lawrence (BSC); no winter flocks were seen at Still- 
water (FMB); numbers were conspicuously low at 
Midland (HW). However, at Tulsa robins were 
unusually plentiful (OWL) and several other locali- 
ties reported normal populations. Townsend's Soli- 
taires wintered at Topeka (LBC) and at Oklahoma 
City (Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Martin). Both localities 
are considerably east of their normal range. Three 
Sprague’s Pipits were seen and one was collected 
at Norman on Jan. 2 for a new locality record (JCJ). 
Possibly due to the mild winter, three species of 
warblers were found at Fort Worth. The Orange- 
crowned was recorded Dec. 1—-Feb. 19 (A. Baugess), 
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through 


the Nashville on Jan. 3 (AB) and the Pine Warbler 
on Jan. 8 (WP). Blackbirds wintered in smal] 
numbers as far north as Lincoln where Red-wings and 
Brewer's were observed on Jan. 2 (MLH). Other 
localities north of the normal winter range of these 
species included Baldwin, Kans., where Red-wings, 
Rusty, Brewer's Blackbirds and Brown-headed Cow. 
birds were all recorded on Dec. 27 (I. Boyd). The 
Rusty Blackbird was also found on the Christmas 
Count at Lawrence (BSC); the Brown-headed Cow. 
bird was noted at Topeka (LBC). 

Finches through Sparrows.—The winter distribu. 
tion of finches and sparrows showed several well. 
marked trends. A number of species wintered as 
much as several hundred miles north of their normal 
range. For example, Vesper Sparrows which usually 
migrate into Texas or southern Oklahoma wintered 
at Topeka (LBC) and at Halstead (ELR) as well 
as in a number of localities in northern and central 
Oklahoma. Two Lark Sparrows found in different 
localities near Tulsa on Dec. 26 were first winter 
records for that region (Mrs. E. Esst, Mrs. D. O. 
Kassing). Chipping Sparrows also. remained north 
of their usual winter range with records extending 
to Beatrice, Nebr., where 10 were seen on Dec. 26 
(V. Anderson, Jr.). The White-throated Sparrow was 
recorded north to Lincoln (MLH) while the Swamp 
Sparrow was recorded in that locality and also at 
Denver on Dec. 26 (DMT). The fact that individuals 
of several species wintered so far north may account 
for the fact that populations were very low in a 
number of the central and southern localities, but 
poor habitat conditions were thought to have played 
a prominent role in limiting populations of seed- 
eating birds. At Tulsa White-throated and Harris's 
Sparrows were conspicuously low in numbers (OWL) 
while at Stillwater all species of finches and spar- 
rows except the Field seemed to be comparatively 
uncommon (Mr. and Mrs. FMB). At Midland sev- 
eral species which normally are plentiful were sel- 
dom seen during this period (HW). Western juncos 
must have drifted eastward in considerable numbers. 
Several observers in the eastern portions of the Region 
recorded Oregon Juncos on their Christmas counts 
and at Stillwater more individuals of this species 
were seen and banded than the total of all such birds 
recorded during the previous fifteen years (Mr. and 
Mrs. FMB). Other records of unusual distribution 
included a Cardinal at Crook, Colo., on the Christmas 
Count (H. R. Jones); Pine Grosbeaks near Clayton 
AJK); the Common Redpoll at Weldon, Colo. on 
Nov. 6 (H. Rollin) and at Crook on the Christmas 
Count (HRJ). The Green-tailed Towhee was seen 
at .Denver as late as Nov. 24 (DMT) while the 
Brown Towhee wintered at Clayton (AJK). The 
second record of Leconte’s Sparrow at Roswell was 
made on Jan. 8 (VM). A Sharp-tailed Sparrow ob- 
served near Tulsa on March 9 was another unusual 
distribution record (Mrs. OWL, Mrs. B. Reynolds). 
A Rufous-crowned Sparrow at Palo Duro Canyon 
on Jan. 2 was a first winter record (IDA). Harris’s 
Sparrow at Longmont, Colo. on Dec. 29 was west 
of the normal range of this species (Mrs. C. N. 
Collister). A Golden-crowned Sparrow seen at 
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Palo Duro on Jan. 2 was a new locality record 
(IDA, D. Foreman). Smith's Longspur at Tulsa on 
March 12 (OWL, BR) and Lapland Longspurs at 
Broken Bow, Okla. on Feb. 27-28 (Mr. and Mrs. T. 
Jessie) were east of the normal range of these birds. 
At Lamar, Colo. a heavy blizzard on the night of 
Jan. 17 caused severe mortality among flocks of 
Lapland Longspurs (Mrs. F. Semple). —F. M. BAuM- 
GARTNER, Oklahoma A. and M. College, Stillwater, 
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SOUTH TEXAS REGION. — Conditions were 
characterized again this season by drought. Exceptions 
were the Lower Rio Grande Valley and the upper 

coastal area, both in 
the early part of the 
season. Heavy rains 
SAN® in October filled all 
ex impoundments on 
a ; OCKPORT Laguna Atascosa 

LAREDO ORPUS CHRIST! 

Refuge to overflow- 
ing. This provided 
excellent wintering 
conditions 
for waterfowl until 
January; however, 
by that time evaporation had lowered water levels 
below the desirable stage. The upper coastal area was 
very dry through late fall and early winter; however, 
rainfall in January and February was above average. 
Vegetation had already suffered such damage that 
recovery has been very slow. Since then and through- 
out the rest of the Region, the weather has been 
quite dry. From Austin, Fred S. Webster comments 
as follows regarding the season in his area: “In 
Travis County, grass and weeds were scarce. Seed- 
eaters stood a chance of getting a meal along a 
watercourse, but forage elsewhere was mighty poor. 
Sheep and goat pastures, of which there are many 
in the hills west of Austin, were grazed to the bare 
ground and the browse line on the scrubby Live 
Oaks and other brush was elevated to the maximum 
height that a scrawny goat can attain. Ranchers were 
resorting to Prickly Pear for feed. Lack of weeds and 
other growth deprived biids of food and cover. The 
bird population in the hills was very low, to all 
appearances. Lesser (Arkansas) Goldfinch and House 
Finch, which are numerous in the Lake Travis area, 
either retreated to a damper climate or were concen- 
trated in places where observers did not look. Spar- 
rows, juncos, etc., which winter in the hills in some 
numbers as a rule, were hard to find. East of town the 
situation was less desperate—possibly helped by the 
scarcity of goats—but still below par.’’ The winter 
as a whole was mild. The few sharp cold spells which 
did occur were not severe and were of short duration. 
No adverse effects on the bird population were noted. 

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants, Roseate Spoonbill._— 
The Common Loon, the Horned and Eared Grebes, 
and the Double-crested Cormoraat, all normal and 
fairly common winter visitors to the Gulf Coast 
were reported in less than usual numbers. A Western 
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Grebe seen at Laguna Atascosa on Feb. 16 by E. D. 
Swedenborg represented the third record for that 
region. The Anhinga remained at Cove well into 
December, the last three being noted on the 24th 
(A. K. McKay). Although the last Roseate Spoon- 
bills were noted at Laguna Atascosa Refuge on Nov. 
3 (Luther C. Goldman), McKay found 11 at Cove 
on Dec. 24. Also a flock of 50 to 60 appeared on 
Feb. 19. The probability is that these latter were 
early spring migrants. 

Ducks and Geese.—The goose population was re- 
ported as slightly higher than usual in the Rio 
Grande Valley (LCG) and moderately lower than 
usual in upper coastal areas. A significant southward 
movement involving numbers of Canada, White- 
fronted, Snow, and Blue Geese was noted at Rockport 
by Mrs. C. N. Hagar late in the season, Feb. 21, in 
conjunction with a cold front. The Texas Game and 
Fish Commission reported that their November census 
of all Texas coastal waters showed 2 duck population 
of 1,960,000. Of this number 1,617,000 were in the 
Lower Laguna Madre area. Of the total population, 
1,164,000 were Redheads and 320,000 were Pintails. 
Luther Goldman reported that Redheads, which 
reached a peak of 450,000 on Laguna Atascosa 
Refuge, used a feeding area in Laguna Madre about 
six miles away, coming into the Refuge when Laguna 
Madre became too rough. Perhaps because of more 
abundant fresh water, Mallards reached Laguna Atas- 
cosa in significant numbers, a peak of about 150 being 
reached in December (LCG). As in the past three 
years, the Gadwall was the common duck on the 
fresh-water lakes around Austin. A peak count of 
270 was made on Jan. 2 (FSW). In the past few 
years the Cinnamon Teal seems to have been noted 
in South Texas more regularly. A flock of 70 of this 
species appeared at Laguna Atascosa in mid-Decem- 
ber and increased in a few days to about 100 (LCG). 
A single bird appeared at Austin on Jan. 15. Small 
numbers were then seen throughout the remainder 
of the period (FSW). Cinnamon Teal were also 
noted at Rockport on Jan. 22 (Forrest Bebb) and 
Feb. 27 (CNH). Wintering Wood Ducks appear to 
be increasing in extreme east coastal Texas, several 
reports indicating that as fresh-water streams in 
wooded areas are dammed for fishing, irrigation, or 
city water supply purposes, the Wood Ducks soon 
appear. In contrast to the numbers of Redheads re- 
ported, Canvas-backs were quite scarce. Greatest 
numbers were at Cove where a group of 20, which 
arrived on Dec. 19, increased steadily to a count of 
372 made on March 27 (AKM). A peak count of 
65 was made at Laguna Atascosa in December 
(LCG). The only Ring-necked Ducks reported were 
small numbers observed on the lakes near Austin 
from Dec. 6 to March 1 (FSW). Am. Golden-eyes 
had a better than usual season this year. About 20 
were seen on Nov. 27 when the Texas Ornithological 
Society made a boat trip in Rockport Bay and 
through the Intra-coastal Canal along Blackjack 
Peninsula. At Cove they were noted from Dec. 12 
through the end of March, reaching a peak of 20 
on Jan. 22. On Dec. 27 a single Am. Golden-eye 
in female plumage was seen on Laguna Atascosa 
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Refuge by Luther C. Goldman and E. D. Sweden- 
borg. This was the first observation of this species on 
the Refuge. On Jan. 2, E. B. Kincaid saw presumably 
the same bird at the same place. 

Hawks, Upland Game Birds.—Wintering popula- 
tions of the Red-tailed Hawk and the Marsh Hawk 
were about normal in the eastern part of the Region 
(AKM, F. G. Watson) but were definitely below 
normal in the western (FSW) and southern portions 
(Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht, Beeville). The Harris's 
Hawk was apparently absent from the brush country 
between Tivoli and Refugio where it is usually fairly 
common even in winter (C. D. Brown). Goldman 
noted that they thin out in winter at Laguna Atascosa 
Refuge; however, he attributed this to southward 
migration. The Bald Eagle was first noted on Dec. 
5 on prairie marshland west of Houston by C. H. 
McNeese. On Feb. 27 a group of 4, 2 adults and 2 
young, was seen in the same area (FGW, R. T. 
Peterson). McKay reported a single Bald Eagle at 
Cove on Dec. 24 and one on Feb. 5. Fourteen Pere- 
grine Falcons were found at Laguna Atascosa on the 
Christmas Bird Count on Jan. 2. Goldman estimates 
that the Laguna Atascosa Refuge, which supports 
extensive areas of brush but little true woodland, has 
a resident population of about 15 Chachalacas and 
12 Turkeys. Nine Prairie Chickens were seen just 
north of Texas City on Feb. 8 (AKM). 

Cranes, Rails, Shorebirds, and Gulls.—Of the 24 
Whooping Cranes which went north from Aransas 
Refuge last spring only 21 returned to winter there 
this season. Since all 21 were adult birds, it is evident 
that no young were successfully reared last summer. 
A. K. McKay found the King Rail at Cove in each 
of the winter months and retrieved a Virginia Rail 
killed by a cat on Feb. 10. Soras were present near 
Rockport on Feb. 13 (CNH). On Nov. 2, 2 Florida 
Gallinules were discovered near cattail growth in 
the Colorado River in Austin. These two birds were 
present throughout the winter (FSW). The last 
Piping Plover was seen at Cove on Dec. 14 (AKM). 
At Laguna Atascosa the last were a group of 5 seen 
on Dec. 21 (LCG). On Jan. 9 about 200 Mountain 
Plover were found on the Prairie west of Rockport 
(CNH). An Am. Woodcock was found at Santa Ana 
Refuge on Dec. 22 by Ben King and was seen again 
on Dec. 30 by L. C. Goldman and C. E. Hudson. 
Spotted Sandpipers wintered throughout the Region 
in small numbers. Am. Avocets wintered in the Rock- 
port area by the hundreds (CDB, CNH). Bonaparte’s 
Gulls wintered in small numbers at Cove (AKM), 
several were seen at Rockport on Feb. 21 (CNH), 
and a flock of 25 was seen near Baytown on March 
30 (AKM) 

Hummingbird, Woodpeckers, Cotinga A 
Ruby-throat 


hum 


mingbird, presumably a visited Mrs 


Hagar's front porch in Rockport on Jan. 3. Red 
shafted and Yellow-shafted Flickers were present 
throughout the winter at Austin in about equal but 
limited numbers (FSW). At Beeville tarther south, 
the Yellow-shafted predominated (AHG). In the 
eastern tor tl niy report * the Red-shafted 
Flicker was one at Cedar Bay mn De io (AKM) 
The Red-shafted Flicker ft Beevill n January 
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(AHG) and was last seen at Austin on March 27. 
The Yellow-shafted Flicker was last seen at Beeville 
on March 17; Austin, March 28, and was last ob. 
served at Houston by Stephen G. Williams on March 
31. E. D. Swedenborg found a Rose-throated Becard 
at Santa Ana Refuge on Dec. 26. 

Flycatchers, Bushtits, Nuthatches—The  Say’s 
Phoebe was reported from two southern localities, 
first at Beeville on Dec. 11 (AMG) and at Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge on the Christmas Bird Count, Jan. 2. 
when 8 were observed. A single bird was also found 
there on Jan. 19 (EDS). After several mild winters 
the Vermilion Flycatcher is now a fairly common 
winter visitor throughout coastal areas. For the first 
time it was reported as fairly common at Cove be. 
tween Dec. 5 and March 14 (AKM). In the Austin 
area it was observed only on March 13 and March 
19, this, perhaps, indicating a spring movement into 
the area. On Feb. 13, Fred Webster found a Common 
Bushtit in northwestern Travis County. On March 
5, he and Mrs. Webster had _ the opportunity 
to study at length 2 of these birds in the same 
locality. This represents the first observation of this 
in Travis County. The Common _ Bushtit 
is considered non-migratory, the eastern limit of its 
normal range being over one hundred miles west of 
the above locality. The Red-breasted Nuthatch 
appeared in small numbers throughout the area for 
the first time in several years. There were 4 observa- 
tions made as far south as the Rio Grande Valley— 
one at San Benito on Nov. 5 (LCG, CEH); at Santa 
Ana Refuge on Dec. 19 (C. J. Bock), on Dec. 22 
(BK), and on Jan. 6 (EDS). 

Warblers —Throughout the South Texas Region 
the Myrtle Warbler is a common wintering species. 
This year the Myrtle Warbler was present in less 
than usual numbers. In pine woods areas of the 
eastern part of the Region the Pine Warbler is also 
a common wintering bird. In its usual haunts this 
species also wintered in less than normal numbers. 
On the other hand, the Pine Warbler was present to 
the west in greater than usual numbers. Fred Webster 
states that in a normal winter an occasional single 
bird might be expected in the Austin area. This year 
as many as 7 wintered in the Austin City park and 
several others were noted at other locations in the 
Austin area. Mrs. Geiselbrecht notes that she saw 2 
Pine Warblers fifteen miles south of Luling on Feb. 
28. Several observations of warblers not normally 
wintering in Texas were also made. On the Laguna 
Atascosa Christmas Bird Count, Jan. 2, 3 Nashville 
Warblers were recorded. E. D. Swedenborg reported 
the Townsend's Warbler at Santa Ana Refuge on 
Feb. 9. Although this species winters in far west 
Texas, it has not been reported in the South Texas 
A Yellow: 
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(SGW). A few Palm Warblers were noted at Cove 
between Dec. 5 and Jan. 23 (AKM). Also 2 Am 
Redstarts spent the winter in the Cove area, both 
remaining until February, the last one being seen 
n Feb. 20 (AKM). An Am. Redstart was also seen 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley on Feb (EDS) 
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over the many years he has studied bird populations 
in the area to the east of Houston, he has noted a 
continuous decline in the number of wintering Rusty 
Blackbirds. At the same time the Brewer's Blackbird 
has steadily increased. It is doubtful that the presence 
of the one species directly affects the population of 
the other since habitat preferences are different. The 
Rusty Blackbird prefers wet wooded areas whereas 
the Brewer's prefers roadsides and heavily-stocked pas- 
tures. Perhaps the steadily increasing human popula- 
tion and the attendant changes in land use are respon- 
sible for opposite changes in population of these 2 
related species. Mrs. T. J. Lyne reported that a pair 
of Audubon’s Orioles spent the winter in Beeville, 
being seen or heard in her yard almost daily through- 
out the winter. This species is present in very small 
numbers at all seasons at Beeville which is at the 
northern limit of its range. An Alta Mira Oriole, a 
Mexican species which shows up at irregular inter- 
vals, was seen in the Lower Rio Grande Valley on 
Dec. 30 (LCG, CEH). Between Dec. 29 and Feb. 
4a mature male and an immature male Bullock's 
Oriole were seen in Beeville on several occasions 
by Mrs. Geiselbrecht, Mrs. Dolbh Quinn, and Mrs. 
John Turner 

Finches, Sparrows.—On Jan. 23 and again on Feb. 
13, A. K. McKay saw a bird at Cove which he took 
from field marks to be a Black-headed Grosbeak. 
He considers the bird more likely to have been a 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak because this species is a 
usual migrant through this area and because the 
occurrence of the Black-headed Grosbeak here seems 
so improbable to him. On the other hand, a large 
portion of readily identifiable birds present here in 
winter on a vagrant basis are arrivals from the west. 
This adds considerable weight to the fact that from 
field characteristics alone the bird appeared to be a 
Black-headed Grosbeak. A very similar find was the 
observation of an adult male Evening Grosbeak on 
Jan. 5 at San Jacinto Battlegrounds just east of 
Houston by Mrs. C. W. Hamilton, J. R. Phillips, 
and R. L. Myers. This establishes the first record, 
it is believed, for this species in coastal Texas. The 
Purple Finch was reported as more common than 
usual in the northern and eastern parts of the Region. 
The Harris's Sparrow for the third consecutive year 
visited coastal Texas, this year in somewhat lesser 
numbers than in the previous two winters. In the past 
it has been noted as far south as Rockport. This year 
an observation of the Harris's Sparrow was made at 
Laguna Atascosa Refuge on Jan. 2 by Edgar B. Kin- 
caid. This was the first record for this species in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley. A McCown’'s Longspur 
was seen at Austin on Jan. 16 and Feb. 22 (FSW) 
FRANK G. WATSON, 4110 Drummond St., Houston 
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on March 5 and snow depth reached 15 inches. Blizzard 
conditions hit Great Falls, Mont., March 22, bringing 
8 inches of snow and -6°. Lowest temperature in the 
Moscow, Idaho—Pullman, Wash. area was -5° on 
March 4. In spite of these severe late winter condi- 
tions, birdlife appeared to be not seriously affected. 
Bird populations were generally high throughout the 
winter. Noteworthy were the large numbers of robins, 
Bohemian Waxwings, Oregon Juncos and many 
fringillids. 

Unless noted otherwise, observations at Bend, Oreg., 
are by A. I. Roest; Fortine, Mont., Winton Weyde- 
meyer; Great Falls, Thomas Walker; Lewiston and 
Moscow, Idaho, and Pullman, Wash., Jared Verner; 
Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand; Spokane, Wash., 
Spokane Bird Club, courtesy of Stephen O. Stanley; 
and Libby, Mont., the editor. 

Loons, Grebes, Herons—One of the most unusual 
winter records was of an Arctic Loon which turned 
up on the Christmas Count at Sandpoint, Idaho. 
Three Western Grebes were noted on the same 
Sandpoint count. A few Pied-billed Grebes were 
reported from Bend, Oreg., and Spokane, Wash., 
being noted occasionally during December, January 
and March. Great Blue Herons wintered in several 
localities west of the Continental Divide. Twenty-six 
were seen on the Spokane Christmas Count. 

W’aterfowl—Ducks and geese were in general 
more numerous than in previous winters. Canada 
Geese were recorded in hundreds and wintered as 
far north as Flathead Lake in western Montana. 
Spokane had the unusual number of 181 on the 
Christmas Count. A single White-fronted Goose was 
seen at Bend, Jan. 9. One Snow Goose appeared in 
a flock of Canadas at Lewiston, Idaho. Others were 
reported in the Flathead Lake area (fide Weyde- 
meyer). Mallards apparently wintered in more than 
usual numbers throughout the Region. Verner re- 
corded over 10,000 on the Lewiston Christmas Count 
About 6 Gadwalls wintered on the Great Falls Game 
Preserve and one was noted near Spokane, Jan. 2 
Am. Widgeon appeared to winter in fairly good 
numbers in several localities from Great Falls to 
Bend. A few Pintails were noted at Lewiston and 
Spokane in December and early January but appar 
ently did not winter. They wintered in the Flathead 
Lake area, however, apparently in unusual numbers 
(Weydemeyer). Green-winged Teal wintered com 
monly in the Flathead and in very large numbers at 


Lewiston s irmgation reservoir, One wintered at Great 


Falls and $8 were counted on the Spokane Christ 
mas Count. Wood Ducks were recorded only at 
Spokane n lan and 1, March ’ Redheads 
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palo Duro on Jan. 2 was a new locality record 
(IDA, D. Foreman). Smith’s Longspur at Tulsa on 
March 12 (OWL, BR) and Lapland Longspurs at 
Broken Bow, Okla. on Feb. 27-28 (Mr. and Mrs. T. 
lessie) were east of the normal range of these birds. 
At Lamar, Colo. a heavy blizzard on the night of 


lan. 17 caused severe mortality among flocks of 


Lapland Longspurs (Mrs. F. Semple) —F. M. BAuM- 
GARTNER, Oklahoma A. and M. College, Stillwater, 


Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION. — Conditions were 
characterized again this season by drought. Exceptions 
were the Lower Rio Grande Valley and the upper 
coastal area, both in 

the early part of the 
season. Heavy rains 
in October filled all 
impoundments on 
Procnont Laguna Atascosa 
i Refuge to overflow- 

Gulf of ing. This provided 
-o excellent wintering 
Mexico conditions 
for waterfowl until 
January; however, 
by that time evaporation had lowered water levels 
below the desirable stage. The upper coastal area was 
very dry through late fali and early winter; however, 
rainfall in January and February was above average. 
Vegetation had already suffered such damage that 
recovery has been very slow. Since then and through- 
out the rest of the Region, the weather has been 
quite dry. From Austin, Fred §. Webster comments 
as follows regarding the season in his area: “In 
Travis County, grass and weeds were scarce. Seed- 
eaters stood a chance of getting a meal along a 
watercourse, but forage elsewhere was mighty poor. 
Sheep and goat pastures, of which there are many 
in the hills west of Austin, were grazed to the bare 
ground and the browse line on the scrubby Live 
Oaks and other brush was elevated to the maximum 
height that a scrawny goat can attain. Ranchers were 
resorting to Prickly Pear for feed. Lack of weeds and 
ther growth deprived birds of food and cover. The 
bird population in the hills was very low, to all 
appearances. Lesser (Arkansas) Goldfinch and House 
Finch, which are numerous in the Lake Travis area, 
cither retreated to a damper climate or were concen- 
trated in places where observers did not look. Spar- 
‘OWS, Juncos, etc., which winter in the hills in some 
aumbers as a rule, were hard to find. East of town the 
‘tuation was less desperate—possibly helped by the 
‘carcity of goats—but still below par.” The winter 
a whole was mild. The few sharp cold spells which 
“i¢ occur Were not severe and were of short duration. 
No adverse effects on the bird population were noted. 
_Loons, Grebes, Cormorants, Roseate Spoonbill — 
se ae Loon, the Horned and Eared Grebes, 
ee ouble-crested Cormorant, all normal and 
tie Dicom winter visitors to the Gulf Coast 
~ Feported in less than usual numbers. A Western 




















Grebe seen at Laguna Atascosa on Feb. 16 by E. D. 
Swedenborg represented the third record for that 
region. The Anhinga remained at Cove well into 
December, the last three being noted on the 24th 
(A. K. McKay). Although the last Roseate Spoon- 
bills were noted at Laguna Atascosa Refuge on Nov. 
3 (Luther C. Goldman), McKay found 11 at Cove 
on Dec. 24. Also a flock of 50 to 60 appeared on 
Feb. 19. The probability is that these latter were 
early spring migrants. 

Ducks and Geese—The goose population was re- 
ported as slightly higher than usual in the Rio 
Grande Valley (LCG) and moderately lower than 
usual in upper coastal areas. A significant southward 
movement involving numbers of Canada, White- 
fronted, Snow, and Blue Geese was noted at Rockport 
by Mrs. C. N. Hagar late in the season, Feb. 21, in 
conjunction with a cold front. The Texas Game and 
Fish Commission reported that their November census 
of all Texas coastal waters showed a duck population 
of 1,960,000. Of this number 1,617,000 were in the 
Lower Laguna Madre area. Of the total population, 
1,164,000 were Redheads and 320,000 were Pintails. 
Luther Goldman reported that Redheads, which 
reached a peak of 450,000 on Laguna Atascosa 
Refuge, used a feeding area in Laguna Madre about 
six miles away, coming into the Refuge when Laguna 
Madre became too rough. Perhaps because of more 
abundant fresh water, Mallards reached Laguna Atas- 
cosa in significant numbers, a peak of about 150 being 
reached in December (LCG). As in the past three 
years, the Gadwall was the common duck on the 
fresh-water lakes around Austin. A peak count of 
270 was made on Jan. 2 (FSW). In the past few 
years the Cinnamon Teal seems to have been noted 
in South Texas more regularly. A flock of 70 of this 
species appeared at Laguna Atascosa in mid-Decem- 
ber and increased in a few days to about 100 (LCG). 
A single bird appeared at Austin on Jan. 15. Small 
numbers were then seen throughout the remainder 
of the period (FSW). Cinnamon Teal were also 
noted at Rockport on Jan. 22 (Forrest Bebb) and 
Feb. 27 (CNH). Wintering Wood Ducks appear to 
be increasing in extreme east coastal Texas, several 
reports indicating that as fresh-water streams in 
wooded areas are dammed for fishing, irrigation, or 
city water supply purposes, the Wood Ducks soon 
appear. In contrast to the numbers of Redheads re- 
ported, Canvas-backs were quite scarce. Greatest 
numbers were at Cove where a group of 20, which 
arrived on Dec. 19, increased steadily to a count of 
372 made on March 27 (AKM). A peak count of 
65 was made at Laguna Atascosa in December 
(LCG). The only Ring-necked Ducks reported were 
small numbers observed on the lakes near Austin 
from Dec. 6 to March 1 (FSW). Am. Golden-eyes 
had a better than usual season this year. About 20 
were seen on Nov. 27 when the Texas Ornithological 
Society made a boat trip in Rockport Bay and 
through the Intra-coastal Canal along Blackjack 
Peninsula. At Cove they were noted from Dec. 12 
through the end of March, reaching a peak of 20 
on Jan. 22. On Dec. 27 a single Am. Golden-eye 
in female plumage was seen on Laguna Atascosa 
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were present in moderate numbers as_ wintering 
birds, while Ring-necked Ducks were seen at Spokane, 
Bend, and Sandpoint. Fifty Canvas-backs were 
counted on the Spokane Christmas Count and a few 
appeared at Bend, while one wintered at Great 
Falls. Greater Scaup were reported only from Sand- 
point (240 on Dec. 28), but the Lesser occurred at 
Spokane, Bend and Great Falls. Am. Golden-eye 
appeared to be plentiful in several places (573 at 
Spokane on Jan. 2) throughout the Region but a few 
Barrow's were only at Spokane and Great 
Falls. Buffle-heads appeared at several localities in 
small numbers. Walker reported the first record of 
Old-squaw, a female of which wintered at Great 
Falls. Small numbers of Hooded and Am. Mergansers 
occurred throughout the Region. 

Hawks.—Occasional Sharp-shinned and Cooper's 
Hawks were noted in western Montana, northern 
Idaho and eastern Washington. Scattered records of 
Goshawks came from several points throughout the 
Region. Red-tailed Hawks wintered around Moscow, 
Idaho, and Bend and probably at Spokane. A few 
Rough-legged Hawks were noted: one at Moscow, 
several singles at Fortine, Lincoln Co., Mont.; and 
commonly in Cascade County, Mont. Bald and Golden 
Eagles congregated as usual along McDonald Creek 
in Glacier National Park, Mont., to feed upon the 
thousands of landlocked sockeye salmon which die 
after spawning. Highest count for the two species 
was on Nov. 14, when Ranger Bruce Miller counted 
82, perhaps 10 per cent of which were Golden Eagles 
(M. E. Beatty). Occasional Bald Eagles were seen 
at many points from Great Falls on the east to Bend 
in the west. Golden Eagles were reported less com- 
monly from widely scattered points. A few Marsh 
Hawks wintered in the Region, particularly in the 
Moscow area. The Osprey was recorded on Spokane’s 
Christmas Count for the first time and was not noted 
elsewhere. Pigeon Hawks were common at Great 
Falls but were seen (single birds) elsewhere only 
at Missoula and Moscow. A few Sparrow Hawks 
wintered in northern Idaho, eastern Washington and 
eastern Oregon. A Gyrfalcon was noted, Feb. 6 
and March 11 near Great Falls. 

Gallinaceous Birds —A flock of 59 Shar:-tailed 
Grouse wintered near Great Falls. A few European 
Partridges were reported at Great Falls, Spokane and 
Missoula. Small numbers of California Quail were 
noted wintering in eastern Washington and northern 
Idaho; they were abundant at Lewiston. Ring-necked 
Pheasants were reported as relatively abundant in the 
Moscow-Pullman, Wash., area and extremely abund- 
ant at Lewiston. Other stations reported them in 
smaller numbers. Ruffed Grouse were, according to 
Hand, reported by the forest ranger at Missoula to 
be rather scarce but Weydemeyer reported about nor- 
mal numbers at Fortine. Blue Grouse and Franklin's 
were likewise reported rather scarce at Missoula, and 
Franklin’s and Richardson's, at Fortine in the moun- 
tains. 

Coot, Shorebirds, 


seen 


Gulls.—Coot appeared to winter 


in about normal numbers. The largest concentration 


was reported at Sandpoint (5805 birds, Dec. 28). 
Killdeer appeared to winter in larger numbers than 
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usual; low water and lack of snow apparently made 
more feeding areas available. Wilson's Snipe wintered 
in more than usual numbers at Libby and Fortine jp 
western Montana but the situation seemed normal in 
other places, where a few birds were noted. A single 
Greater Yellow-legs was seen along the Snake Rive; 
at Lewiston, Dec. 12. A Glaucous-winged Gull ya; 
reported at Great Falls, Jan. 1. A single Califorj, 
Gull was at Spokane, Jan. 2, while a few Ring-bille: 
Gulls wintered at Spokane and Lewiston and prob. 
ably at Sandpoint. A Sabine’s Gull, reported too lat 
for the fall account, was identified near Great Falls 
Sept. 25. 

Doves, Kingfishers, Owls.—Mourning Doves wip. 
tered commonly along the Clearwater River, Idaho, 
above Lewiston, and also near Lewiston. Some bird 
lingered in northern areas far beyond their usua 
time. Five were still at Libby during the first week 
of January, feeding along the railway. One was a 
Bend, Jan. 21, a rather unusual record. Belted King. 
fishers stayed late or wintered in small numbers zt 
several points west of the Divide. Horned Owls were 
observed frequently near Great Falls, but described 
as unusually rare at Fortine. Numbers elsewher 
appeared normal. Pygmy Owls seemed unusually 
scarce and were reported only from Fortine, spar. 
ingly. The mild winter may have kept them in the 
mountains. Two Short-eared Owls occurred at Mos. 
cow, Dec. 26. Richardson’s Owl was noted at Fortine 
where it is practically unknown. Saw-whet Owls wer 
conspicuous by their absence at Fortine. 

Wood peckers.—Red-shafted Flickers —_ wintered 
throughout the area, with the largest number, 165 
being reported on Spokane’s Christmas Count. This 
is unusually high. A very few Pileated Woodpecker 
were noted: 3 at Fortine on the Christmas Count, and 
one at Spokane, March 13. Two Lewis's Woodpeckers 
lingered until Dec. 2 at Spokane (Stephen O. Stan 
ley). Roest reported a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
(Red-naped) at Bend, Dec. 28. Hairy Woodpeckers 
appeared to be about normal in numbers, except for 
Libby and Missoula, where they were scarce. Down 
Woodpeckers likewise seemed to be about as common 
as usual and were reported from both sides of th 
Divide. Arctic and Three-toed Woodpeckers wet 
unusually absent from the valley at Fortine bu 
occurred in the mountains, possibly because of the 
spruce beetle food supply. 

Larks, Jays and Crows.—Horned Larks were notec 
in small numbers at many localities in western Mon 
tana and eastern Washington. At Great Falls the 
were numerous. Gray Jays appeared to be in norm 
numbers around Fortine and Libby. Walker reportt: 
the first record of a Blue Jay at Great Falls, eat 
last fall. Steller’s Jay was reported, one bird, on 
from Spokane. Am. Magpies were reported common'} 
in about usual numbers west of the Divide and # 
Helena, Mont. (Christmas Count). Great Falls fe 
ported 3 on March 27. Common Ravens were fait! 
common in northwestern Montana from Missou! 
northward. Am. Crows wintered at Great Falls a 
Spokane. Clark's Nutcrackers apparently stayed 
the mountains for the most part, as few were no! 
The Pifion Jay wintered in normal numbers at ben 





Chickade Bushtits, Nuthatches.—Black-capped 
Chickadees appeared to be present in normal numbers 
in both sides of the Divide at most stations. Moun- 
‘in Chickadees seemed to be at least as common as 
usual; 17 were counted at Helena on the Christmas 
Count. Bushtits were recorded at Bend. This extends 
their range nearly 100 miles northward. White- 
breasted Nuthatches occurred at several places west 
{ the Divide, as far west as Bend. They were not 
nearly so common as the Red-breasted, however, which 
was unusually abundant at Fortine on the Christmas 
Count (66), and at Spokane (122) on the Count. 
They did not appear at Bend and were less common 
at Missoula and in Libby. The eastern Washington— 
northern Idaho-eastern Oregon area had Pygmy Nut- 
hatches commonly. 

Creeper, Dipper, Wrens, Mimic Thrushes—Brown 
Creepers apparently were scarcer than usual except 
at Bend. One was noted at Great Falls, Feb. 20. At 
Missoula, none were noted after Dec. 24. Am. Dip- 
pers were scarcer than usual along the Kootenai River 
near Libby and Fortine. Three or 4 wintered at 
Missoula and one was seen, Dec. 23, at Great Falls. 
Winter Wrens were noted only at Spokane and 
near Libby (William Cole), 2 birds in each case. 
Long-billed Marsh Wrens were observed only at 
Lewiston (2) and Rexburg, Idaho (one on Christmas 
Count). Cafon Wrens were seen at Moscow (one 
bird) in late January and 2 were singing at Bend 
on March 25. A surprising record for this Region 
was that of a Mockingbird at Lewiston on Dec. 31. 

Thrushes, Kinglets——Am. Robins wintered in large 
numbers in the Region, especially at Spokane (3811 
n Christmas Count) and at Missoula. More birds 
wintered at Libby than usual and singles were seen 
ccasionally at Fortine. A few wintered satisfactorily 
at Great Falls. Elsewhere they appeared to be present 
in about normal numbers. The Varied Thrush was 
unusually abundant in the Moscow-Pullman area all 
winter, and a number of birds wintered in Spokane 
(Stanley). A Hermit Thrush appeared at Moscow 
n Dec. 24. Western Bluebirds remained at Bend 
at least until Dec. 27. Townsend's Solitaires appeared 
sporadically at most points in the Region, even as 
ir east as Great Falls. At Bend they were common, 
feeding on juniper berries. None were noted at For- 
tine, however, until after March 1. Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were noted less frequently in northwestern 
Montana from Missoula northward but were fairly 
common elsewhere west of the Divide. Spokane 
counted 124 at Christmas time. 

Waxwings, Shrikes, Starling —The past winter was 
a good one for Bohemian Waxwings. Over 3200 were 
een on Spokane’s Christmas Count. Large flocks 
reached Moscow and Pullman and as far south as 
‘ewiston a small flock was seen. Great Falls had 
‘em in large numbers and Hand reported that by 
mid-December flocks of 1000 or more were noted in 
vel areas of concentration. The Rexburg, Idaho, 

iistmas Count included 1000 of the birds. Gray 

— were reported occasionally from many points. 

© noted in December at Lewiston was a fairly 

‘nusual record. The Common Starling seems to be 
living up to its name in this Region. 


n the Way t 


Verner reports that they seem to be on a steady and 
rapid increase in the Moscow-Pullman area. Spokane 
recorded them for the first time on the Christmas 
Count (3 birds) but had about 200 on Feb. 20. At 
Fortine they appear to be on the increase and at 
Libby about 15 apparently wintered. Only one was 
reported from Great Falls, however. Some wintered 
at Missoula and at Ronan, Mont. (Hand). 

House Sparrow, Blackbirds —Verner reported the 
House Sparrow as “disgustingly abundant’ in the 
Moscow-Pullman area. Spokane recorded 401 on the 
Christmas Count, rather a surprisingly low number 
for so large a city and so many observers. Libby 
had at least 200 present. Presumably most observ- 
ers do not bother to report this species but it appears 
that Counts might be valuable to reveal any changes 
in abundance. Western Meadowlarks wintered com- 
monly at Lewiston and less frequently at Moscow. 
Weydemeyer reported them wintering in small num- 
bers in the milder valleys of western Montana. One 
was seen at Great Falls, Feb. 19. Red-winged Black- 
birds wintered in large flocks as usual at Lewiston. 
Some apparently wintered at Spokane and 2 were 
noted with a flock of Brewer's Blackbirds near Bend, 
Jan. 21. They wintered in small numbers in the 
milder valleys of western Montana (Weydemeyer, 
Hand). 

Northern Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were com- 
mon to abundant in the northern areas and scarce in 
the more southerly places, perhaps because of abun- 
dant food and little snow. They were unusually 
numerous at Fortine, where 120 were counted in one 
flock. They appeared regularly at Libby and seemed 
to become more common during late winter. They 
were present all winter at Missoula and likewise in- 
creased in numbers during the winter. Cassin’s 
Finches were unusually abundant during the winter, 
and stayed in large numbers in Spokane. At Missoula 
they arrived in small groups at the very early date 
of Jan. 15. The species has been recorded by Hand 
only 2 or 3 times previously in winter. Only small 
flocks were observed at Bend. Common Redpolls were 
more regular than usual in extreme northwestern 
Montana but scarcely reached Missoula. They were 
quite common at Great Falls from the last of No- 
vember on. Gray-crowned Rosy Finches appeared in 
record numbers at Fortine. Weydemeyer said the 
flocks were the largest ever seen by him there— 
about 1000 on March 17. All individuals noted 
closely were the Hepburn’s race. Hand reported a 
flock of about 15 of the birds at Missoula, where 
they are uncommon. Pine Grosbeaks, reported only 
from Lincoln Co., Mont., were abundant there 
(Weydemeyer, John Wilson, Ep.). Pine Siskins win- 
tered fairly commonly in several localities, especially 
Missoula, where they appeared in flocks of 1100 or 
more. At Libby and Fortine the birds rarely winter, 
but this winter they appeared much earlier than 
usual, March 8 at Fortine and Feb. 12 at Libby. Am. 
Goldfinches usually do not appear at Libby in winter 
but a flock of about 25 was noted, Dec. 29. It was 
a good Red Crossbill winter; the heavy conifer seed 
crop appeared to be the influencing factor. The birds 
were very common and regular at Fortine, Libby and 
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Missoula. Spokane had 353 on the Christmas Count, 
far more than usual. White-winged Crossbills were 
regularly present in the valley at Fortine and were 
noted several times at Libby, where a flock of about 
25 came into the center of town. 

Towhees, Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees, unusual 
during winter in most of this area, wintered in small 
numbers in Spokane, Moscow and Missoula. The 
birds also wintered at Bend. As usual, a few Slate- 
colored Juncos showed up: 1 at Bend, 2 at Moscow 
and at least 10 at Spokane (Stanley). Oregon Juncos 
wintered in thousands in the Region, far more abun- 
dantly than usual. Lack of deep snow may have 
been a factor. Am. Tree Sparrows occurred occa- 
sionally and for the most part in small numbers at 
several points and on both sides of the Divide. Sand- 
point noted 101 on the Christmas Count, which is 
by far the largest number reported. Gambel’s Sparrow 
was very usual at Lewiston, and occa- 
sional at Moscow and Spokane. Song Sparrows ap- 
peared to be more numerous than usual at Spokane, 
Lewiston, and Missoula, and in normal numbers else- 
where. Bend reported only 2, Dec. 27. Snow Bunt- 
ings were noted only at Fortine, where they seemed 
unusually scarce—THOMAS ROGERS, 1306 Dakota 
Ave., Libby, Mont. 


common as 


GREAT BASIN CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION —This report records the reversal of 


a trend which has continued for the past several 
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The winter started out drier and warmer 
than usual. There were 104 species seen on the Salt 
Lake Christmas Count, including many late dates, a 
new high. However, the winter ended up colder than 
usual and the precipitation was up to normal. By 
February and March the winter was in high gear, 
reminding one of 1949. Whether some of the move- 
ments of birds can be attributed to the severe winter 
is perhaps debatable. We had probably the greatest 
invasion of Bohemian Waxwings on record while 
many other birds like the Evening Grosbeak, Red 
Crossbill, Pine Grosbeak, and Pine Siskin were char- 
acterized by their absence. For the first time that we 
are aware of the Horned Larks moved out of the 
Wyoming Plateau, and long before severe weather 
came, whereas they remained in the great blizzard of 
1949. The change in the waterfowl population can 
probably be attributed to the change in weather. Bear 
River reported spring migration 30 days late. Nor- 
mally spring migration there begins about Feb. 1. In 
general in the Great Basin area the fall migration stops 
and the spring begins very shortly thereafter. The ab- 
normal winter cut down on the Stillwater Area winter 
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seasons. 


population in Western Nevada. Ordinarily they ex. 
pect the spring thaw between Jan. 15 and 25 byt this 
year it did not come until Feb. 20. 

We are happy to record the report of a new Wild. 
life Refuge at Monte Vista near Alamosa in Centr! 
Southern Colorado. It is two years old. It js hoped 
the area will develop into a great resting area {o; 
ducks as well as a resting spot on migration. Genera! 
interest in birds steadily increases in this area with 
more Christmas Counts taken and more observers 
The great invasion of Bohemian Waxwings greath 
increased interest as they are beautiful, come ; 
peoples’ homes when few birds are around, and are 
very tame. They always create a great impression on 
the populace. 

Waterfowl—The Whistling Swan was down ip 
numbers at Stillwater Refuge in western Nevad: 
where it is principally a winter resident. LeRoy Giles, 
their wildlife management biologist, and Chester 
Markley’s assistant, reported a peak of 4500 on Jan 
3, whereas last year there were 5725. The spring 
migration should hit a peak in early March at Bear 
River on the edge of the Great Salt Lake, but this 
year their peak was not reached until March 28 when 
3400 birds were noted. The only other concentration 
east of Salt Lake was reported by Hendricks on Sari. 
toga Lake in southern Wyoming where there were 
50 birds. A Whistling Swan was electrocuted and 
broke a power line near Sinclair on March 16 in the 
same general area. The Trumpeter Swan wintered in 
greater numbers than ever at Grand Teton Nationa 
Park, according to Carl Jepson, the Park Naturalist 
There were 26 birds including 8 cygnets. These birds 
remain on open water at a number of warm Springs 
This accounts for their presence in Jackson Hole in 
winter, where it is comparatively cold and the snow 
is very deep. 

At Monte Vista in Southern Colorado, Charles 
Bryant, the refuge manager, reports they are attempt: 
ing to get Canada Geese to stop by maintaining « 
decoy flock. They have had some success so far and 
reported 2 Snow Geese on the Refuge for the first 
time this March. Some 4000 Snow Geese were 1 
corded at Stillwater on March 4. 

The spring concentration of ducks at Bear River 
has been very shabby—so far only 90,000 Pinta 
by March 2 and 17,250 Green-winged Teal, according 
to Leo Young. At Stillwater a high concentration of 
ducks came about Feb. 27, but no count was made 
Top actual count was 60,000 early in March, abou: 
75% of these being Pintails. By the end of March 
there were 18,600 Green-winged Teal present wit 
other species of duck in much smaller numbers. 

Hawks and Owls.—The only great concentration 
of eagles comes from Bear River, where on March 
25 there were 63 Bald Eagles and 25 Golden Eagles, 
being the greatest concentration of Bald Eagles 0! 
which we have record. A Burrowing Owl was 
ported on Feb. 9 at Nampa, Idaho (Shaw), a remart 
able wintering record. 

Cranes, Gulls.—Some 400 Sandhill Cranes were 
the Refuge at Monte Vista early in December 
none have returned yet. Near by at Alamosa there 
were 159 birds on March 27 (Armagast). A Glaucous 





Gull was collected at Bear River Marsh on March 16 
by Vanez Wilson. This is believed to be the third 
record for | tah 

Woodpeckers through Thrushes——Hybrid flickers 
are common in the Rocky Mountain Region. Killpack 
handed 3 during the winter at Roosevelt. Cache 
Valley in Northeast Utah had up to 10,000 Am. 
Crows roosting in December (Standford). A Brown 
Thrasher was captured at Roosevelt on Dec. 29 (Kill- 
sack), first record for the Uintah Basin. Lockerbie 
reports more Am. Robins than usual wintering at 
Salt Lake in flocks up to 100. Both Durango 
(Reames) and Mesa Verde Park reported more robins 
than usual. Killpack reports larger numbers than 
ysual at Roosevelt in eastern Utah while there were 
nany fewer than normal west of Denver (Thatcher). 
, The Bohemian Waxwing invasion 
was spectacular this year. Almost all stations 
reported them in large numbers. These stations were: 
Cache Valley, Utah (Standford); Nampa, Idaho 
(Shaw); Sheridan, Wyo. (Waltman); Casper, Wyo. 
(OKS); Rawlins, Wyo. (Hendricks); Grand Junc- 
tion, Colo. (Carman); in addition to the iollowing: 
If we can believe the Utes, they recorded 6021 on 
their Christmas Count at Salt Lake City—-a high 
count. The birds penetrated as far south as Mesa 
Verde Park in southwestern Colorado for the third 
time in 20 years. About 3000 birds were there on 
Jan. 30 (Jean Pinkley). 

Northern Finches.—The Evening Grosbeak is a 
normal winter resident over this whole area, but was 
ilmost absent this winter. There were 57 on the 
Christmas Count at Salt Lake but none since (Lock- 
thie). Oppie Reames had only one on March 6 at 
Durango in southwestern Colorado, none in central 
Wyoming. The biggest flock was 25 at Sheridan in 
February (Mrs. Waltman). 

Don Thatcher in summing up the very considerable 
lata on birds in the Rockies west of Denver notes 
¢ complete absence of Pine Grosbeaks and Red 
Crossbills, and the scarcity of Cassin’s Finch and 
Pine Siskin. The scarcity of winter birds was noted 
oy Grace McIntyre at Devil's Tower in northeastern 
Wyoming. 


Waxwings. 


Mesa Verde National Park reports its greatest con- 
cntration of Rosy Finches on record with many 
rds all winter but by March 10 there were several 
thousand (Pinkley). These flocks are a mixture of 
| 3 species but the Brown-capped is predominant.— 
Dr. OLiver K. Scott, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—December was drier and 
‘armer than usual. January and February were ab- 
normally cold, the coldest since 1949. March was 
“‘naracterized by cold and warm spells, with unusually 
*am days the 7th and 8th that started some migrants 
‘orth exceptionally early; and a cold snap on the 20th 
pap. brought an inch of snow and a low of 20° to 
“! Paso in Texas. The by now monotonous drought 
ntinued to Wear its way, with the lowest run-off in 
Gioia Eu January prespiaion in; mucho 

Anzona, especially; aes : : sie 
pecially in the extreme southwest, was the 





' heaviest in years, 
vetomt fd | but its beneficial ef- 
* fects were negated 
Soe by drying winds and 
ie lack of additional 
moisture. Trees 
were late in leafing 
out in the valleys 
and lowlands. 

Her 
The immature Red- 
dish Egret first seen on the Imperial Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., last Oct. 1, was seen again on 
Dec. 29, Jan. 4, and March 3, in the region of 
Martinez Lake (Gale Monson). Several records of 
the Green Heron came from Maricopa County, Ariz., 
including 2 seen at Fort McDowell, Feb. 5 (J. T. 
Bialac, J. R. Werner). One was also noted at St. 
David, Ariz., Feb. 2 (Rodney Lethbridge, Ross and 
Florence Thornburg. ) 

Waterfouwl—Members of the Maricopa Audubon 
Society (Ariz.) obtained good coverage of likely 
waterfowl habitat in the Phoenix area, and their 
work, as reported by Abe S. Margolin, reveals that 
a surprising number and variety of waterfowl spend 
the winters in the irrigated “Valley of the Sun.” 
Their records include 303 Canada Geese at the 
Arlington state waterfowl area, near Arlington, Feb. 
13; 7 Snow Geese at Bartlett Dam, Jan. 16; 2000 
Mallards about 5 miles north of Litchfield Park, Dec. 
23 (JRW); 1500 Mallards at Bennett's Marsh about 
414 miles southwest of Marinette, Jan. 27 (JTB); 
200 Am. Widgeon at Papago Park, Phoenix, Jan. 23 
(JTB, ASM); 10,000 Pintails at Bennett’s Marsh, 
Jan. 22 (JTB); a male Blue-winged Teal near Peoria, 
March 6 (R. Roy Johnson), and 2 pairs there on 
March 19 (JTB), and 4 males at Bennett's Marsh, 
March 27 (JRW); 3 Cinnamon Teal near Peoria, 
Dec. 27; 600 Shovellers at Papago Park, Jan. 23 
(JTB, ASM); 14 Am. Golden-eyes near Peoria, Feb. 
27 (JTB): and 100 Buffle-heads at Gillespie Dam, 
Dec. 12 (Mrs. Bixby Demaree). Sixteen Whistling 
Swans were seen on the Imperial Refuge, Jan. 4 
(R. L. Means), and 9 were still present, March 3 
(GM). Three were seen at Playas Lake, Hidalgo Co., 
N. Mex., Jan. 12 (L. Glover). Twice as many 
Canada Geese were found on the Bosque del Apache 
Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., as have ever been 
recorded there before, with a peak of 7660, Dec. 
23 (Raymond J. Fleetwood). However, the Bosque 
Refuge duck population was only half that of 1953- 
54 (RJF). Four Blue-winged Teal were seen on the 
Bosque Refuge, Jan. 22 (RJF). Thirteen Am. 
Golden-eyes were observed on the Rio Grande near 
Espanola, N. Mex., Jan. 2 (Leslie Hawkins, W. 
Burton Lewis, M. Vincent Mowbray). 

Hawks.—Returning dates for Turkey Vultures in- 
cluded the following: Overton, Nev., March 18 
(James R. Youse); Kofa Mountains, Yuma Co., 
Ariz., March 26 (W. H. Harvey); and Albuquerque, 
N. Mex., March 31 (F. J. Freeman). A White- 
tailed Hawk first seen 4 miles southwest of Mari- 
nette, Dec. 11 (JTB, RRJ, ASM) and on frequent 
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occasions thereafter (Maricopa Audubon Society) to 
Feb. 19 (RRJ), was feeding with other hawks in a 
pocket gopher-infested field. Repeated and careful 
observations leave no doubt of this second Arizona 
record. A Rough-legged Hawk was found at the same 
place by the same observers, Dec. 11, and 2 were 
seen there on Jan. 2 (JTB, ASM). Another was seen 
near Palo Verde, Ariz., Feb. 13 (MAS). Two 
Harris's Hawks were observed 2 miles west of New 
River, Maricopa Co., Ariz., Feb. 18 (Heidi Mc- 
Lernon). Single adult Bald Eagles were seen near 
Chamita, Rio Arriba Co., N. Mex., Dec. 19 (LH), 
and on the Imperial Refuge, Dec. 29 and Jan. 4 
(GM). An Osprey was seen at Bennett's Marsh, 
Dec. 27 (MAS). 

Cranes through Gulls—Nearly 1250 Sandhill 
Cranes on the Bosque Refuge, Dec. 30, was the 
largest number ever recorded there; the last record 
was 49 seen on March 4 (RJF). These birds were 
also found in Maricopa County, Ariz.: 6 near Peoria, 
Dec. 5 (MAS) and Dec. 11 (Agnes Hawkins); 3 
on Dec. 28 (AH); and 35 at the Arlington state 
waterfowl area, Feb. 13 (MAS). A Sora was found 
near Espanola, Jan. 9 (MVM). The wintering popu- 
lation of Am. Coots on the Colorado River was less 
than half that of last year (GM). Nineteen Moun- 
tain Plover, including 1 collected, were seen near 
Peoria, Dec. 19 (JTB, RRJ, ASM). A flock of 25 
Am. Avocets was observed at Stewart Point, Nev., 
on Lake Mead, March 20 (JRY). A Bonaparte’s Gull 
was seen at Norton’s Landing on the Imperial Refuge, 
Jan. 4 (GM). 

Owls.—A Burrowing Owl was noted southwest of 
Phoenix, Dec. 12 and 27 (MAS) and Jan. 15 (JTB, 
ASM). One was also found south of Goodyear, Ariz., 
Jan. 15 (JRW). A Long-eared Owl was observed 
near the Hoge Ranch, Imperial Refuge, Jan. 22 
(GM), and one was found near Tucson, Dec. 27 to 
Jan. 24, and again March 21 (Thornburgs). A Short- 
eared Owl was seen on the Bosque Refuge, March 
9, and 3 on March 23 (RJF). 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, and Lummingbirds.—A night- 
hawk (sp.) was seen high over Tempe, Ariz., Jan. 
27 (RRJ). White-throated Swifts were reported from 
an unusual number of places, as they were last year, 
including the following records: about 20 at Overton, 
Dec. 7 to Feb. 22 (JRY); 61 at Blue Point on the 
Salt River east of Phoenix, Dec. 30 (MAS); 35 near 
Peoria, Jan. 1 (JTB); about 150 at Tempe, Feb. 1 
(RRJ); 63 at Fort McDowell, Feb. 5 (JTB, JRW); 
and 3 near Palo Verde, Feb. 13 (MAS). Five had 
arrived at San Ildefonso, Santa Fe Co., N. Mex., 
March 20 and more than 30 were in that general 
area, March 22 (Patricia R. Snider). Three Costa’s 
Hummingbirds were present by Dec. 5 at Heart Tank 
in the Sierra Pinta, Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Yuma 
Co., Ariz. (GM), and a male was seen at Saguaro 
Lake, Ariz., Dec. 30 (MAS). Three Rufous Hum- 
mingbirds were found at Heart Tank, Feb. 18, and 
the species was numerous there, March 26-27 (GM). 
A male Allen’s Hummingbird was taken at Heart 
Tank, Feb. 18, for the first Arizona spring record 
(GM). A male Anna’s Hummingbird was found at 
Tempe, Feb. 16 (RRJ). 
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W’oodpeckers.—Lewis's Woodpeckers were yen 
common in the Rio Grande Valley above Albuquer. 
que, with as many as 45 being counted in the f;. 
panola valley, Jan. 2 (PRS). A Downy Woodpecke 
was seen near Bernalillo, N. Mex., Jan. 1 (FJF). 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—An Eastern Phoebe was 
noted west of Goodyear, Feb. 19 (JRW), and from 
1 to 3 were present at El Paso into March (Len; 
McBee). Two Black Phoebes were seen at Socorro, 
N. Mex., Jan. 2 (RJF). An early Western Flycatche; 
was collected near the Hoge Ranch on the Imperial 
Refuge, March 19 (GM). One individual of each of 
2 species of Empidonax was seen 15 miles below | 
Paso, Jan. 25 (LM, Ethel Mae Taylor). Three to 4 
Vermilion Flycatchers wintered at El Paso for the 
first time; also, 2 males were present at Anthony. 
N. Mex., at least to Feb. 21 (El Paso Bird Club) 
Tree Swallow arrivals were noted at Overton, Fe 
22 (JRY). Thirteen Rough-winged Swallows wer 
observed southwest of Phoenix, Jan. 15 (JTB, ASM), 
4 were seen at Bartlett Dam, Jan. 16 (MAS), and 
5 were seen at Imperial Dam on the Imperial Refuge, 
Jan. 21 (GM). 

Jays through Dippers.—Four Steller’s Jays win 
tered at El Paso (IM). A Scrub Jay was found in 
Encanto Park, Phoenix, Dec. 12 (JTB); a few were 
noted in the Kofa Mountains on the Kofa Game 
Range, Yuma Co., Ariz., in December and eark 
January (GM), and one was seen on the north side 
of the Castle Dome Mountains, also on the Kofa 
Game Refuge, Jan. 30 (George E. Barclay, GM). At 
least 3 were observed near Binghamton Pond, Tucson, 
Feb. 6 (Tucson Bird Club). A flock of 76 Am. Mag: 
pies was seen near Riverside, N. Mex., below Es. 
panola, Jan. 2 (LH, WBL, MVM). Three Mountain 
Chickadees wintered at El Paso (LM). Two Bridle 
Titmice were found below Granite Reef Dam on the 
Salt River east of Phoenix, Dec. 30 (MAS), and 5 
were seen at Fort McDowell, Jan. 29 (JTB). About 
20 Common Bushtits were present at Overton, Dec 
17 to 24 (JRY). A White-breasted Nuthatch wis- 
tered at El Paso (LM), and one was noted at For 
McDowell, Jan. 29 (JTB). Two Red-breasted Nut 
hatches were in a flock of White-breasted and Pygm 
Nuthatches at Los Alamos, N. Mex., Jan. 12 (PRS) 
A Brown Creeper was seen in Phoenix, Dec. | 
(JTB), one was noted at Overton, Jan. 7 and Fe 
28 (JRY), and 2 were seen on the Bosque Refug: 
Feb. 13 and March 10 (RJF). An Am. Dipper appé 
ently wintered in Frijoles Canyon, Bandelier Nx 
Monument, N. Mex., being seen there on Dec. * 
(Marilyn and Carl Bjorklund) and Feb. 13 (Marg: 
and Don Cromer, WBL). 

Thrashers through Starlings. —A Bendire’s Thrasnt: 
singing near the King of Arizona Mine, Kofa Gam 
Range, March 8, was the first to be noted this seas 
(GM). Am. Robins were unusually common in 
lowlands, being reported in single localities in su“ 
numbers as 500 in Phoenix, Jan. 3 (J. M. Simpson) 
and 350 at Yuma, Ariz. Feb. 27 (GM). lat 
numbers were seen in Boulder City, Nev. (John M 
Good), and at Albuquerque (FJF). Very few *& 
noted at Prescott, Ariz., however (McLernon), “3 
they were found wintering higher than usual in 





tos Alamos area (PRS). Western Bluebirds were 
reported about as common as usual, but 
many observers commented on unusual numbers of 
Mountain Bluebirds: at least 500 on the Bosque 
Refuge, Dec. 30 (RJF), larger flocks than usual at 
Prescott (McLernon), large numbers at El Paso in 
ate February and March (LM), and many flocks in 
the Salt and lower Gila Valleys (MAS, GM). Town- 
send’s Solitaire was found on the desert in extreme 
southwestern Arizona: one each at Buckhorn Tank 
ind Heart Tank, Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Dec. 5; 
ne at Tunnel Spring, Kofa Game Range, Dec. 13; 
and one in Kofa Queen Canyon, Kofa Game Range, 
lan. 26 and Feb. 24 (GM). A Golden-crowned 
Kinglet was collected at Granite Reef Dam, Dec. 30 
(ASM). Cedar Waxwings also appeared to be more 
plentiful than usual in the lowlands, with more than 
120 at Yuma in early December and about 50 still 
present, March 23 (GM); seen frequently through- 
ut the winter at Albuquerque, including an observa- 
tion of about 100, March 26 (FJF); more than usual 
at El Paso (LM); and about 100 in East Phoenix, 
March 14 and 26 (Ben Clark, JMS). A pair of 
Phainopeplas was seen at Anthony after early Janu- 
iy (Harriet McGuire). There was no indication of 
iny spread on the part of the Common Starling. 
A few were seen in the Phoenix area, the maximum 
number observed being 25 near Peoria, Feb. 6 (JTB). 
Not more than 25 were noted at Overton (JRY). 
They were not so common as usual on the Bosque 
Refuge, where the greatest number seen was 41, 
Dec. 3 (RJF). Seven were seen in the Chino Valley, 
Yavapai Co., Ariz., Jan. 6 (McLernon). 


generally 


Vireos, Wood Warblers—A Gray Vireo taken at 
Buck Mountains Tank, in the northwest corner of 
the Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Dec. 4, and another 


seen there, Feb. 12, plus one seen at Buckhorn Tank 
near the southwest corner of the Range, Dec. 22, 
fer evidence the species winters in the United 
states (GM). A Nashville Warbler was seen at 
Heart Tank, March 27 (GM). Lucy’s Warblers seen 
at Sells, Ariz., March 10 (Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Hastings, 
Thornburgs), and at Socorro, March 18 (RJF) were 
unusually early. A male Parula Warbler was taken 
posite Picacho, on the Arizona side of the river, 
n the Imperial Refuge, Jan. 5 (GM). A wintering 
Yellow Warbler was noted at Imperial Dam, Cali- 
‘ornia side, Dec. 29 and Jan. 21 (GM). An imma- 
ture Chestnut-sided Warbler seen at a feeding sta- 
‘ton near Phoenix Nov. 11, Dec. 5 and 6, and Jan. 1 
(AH) was collected on Jan. 9 for the second Arizona 
record (ASM). A wintering Yellow-breasted Chat 
*as seen at Anthony from Feb. 4 to March 4 (Mary 
belle Keefer, LM, Jasper Woodridge). A very early 
Black-capped Warbler was seen at Charley Died Tank, 

Nota Game Range, March 8 (GM). 
Blackbird lanagers.—A flock of at least 20,000 
male Yellow-he ided Blackbirds was seen in farmland 
northeast of Yuma, Jan. 1 (GM), and a flock of 
Hagen females was seen near Peoria, March 1 
: W). The first male Red-winged Blackbird mi- 
ay i noted at Pojoaque, Santa Fe Co., N. 
oa March 14, followed by femaies, March 22 
>). A male Scott's Oriole was seen on the Organ 


Pipe Cactus Nat'l Monument, Ariz., March 17 
(MAS). A male Bullock's Oriole wintered at El 
Paso (LM). A male Hooded Oriole and a male 
Bullock's Oriole near the King of Arizona Mine, 
Kofa Game Range, March 15, were early (GM). A 
Boat-tailed Grackle was seen near Picacho Reservoir, 
Pinal Co., Ariz., Feb. 20 (MAS), and 6 were seen 
near Phoenix, March 25 (AH). Two immature 
Summer Tanagers were present in Tempe through- 
out the period (RRJ). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Several records of the 
Lazuli Bunting were obtained at Tucson during the 
winter (Thornburgs); 2 were seen southwest of 
Phoenix, Dec. 27 (MAS); and 5 were seen at Here- 
ford, Ariz., Dec. 29 (R. H. and E. W. MacArthur). 
At least 300 Lesser Goldfinches were seen near Los 
Alamos, March 21 (PRS). Lawrence's Goldfinches 
were noted throughout the winter after Dec. 27 at 
Tucson (Thornburgs), and 12 were found near Ft. 
Yuma, Calif., Jan. 9 (GM). A Spotted Towhee was 
observed at Buckhorn Tank, Dec. 22; 2 were seen 
there, Feb. 17, and one was seen at Heart Tank, 
Feb. 18, all on the Cabeza Prieta Game Range (GM). 
Eighteen Lark Buntings were seen near Peoria, Dec. 
11 (JTB, RRJ, ASM); and 19 were seen there, and 
4 west of Glendale, Ariz., Dec. 27 (MAS). A Gray- 
headed Junco was collected west of Goodyear, Jan. 
26 (JTB, ASM, JRW). An extraordinary flock of 150 
Am. Tree Sparrows was found in a weedy field near 
Socorro, Jan. 2, and a small flock stayed at the 
Bosque Refuge until March (RJF), while small 
numbers were present in the Los Alamos area during 
the winter (PRS). A White-throated Sparrow was 
noted near Riverside, Jan. 2 (MVM). Three Swamp 
Sparrows were still present on the Bosque Refuge, 
March 10 (RJF).—GALE Monson, U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Yuma, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC REGION.—January was com- 
paratively warm and dry. Precipitation was only about 
half of normal. February was cool and relatively dry. 
There was some light snow- 
fall in the latter half, not 
remaining very long. March 
brought the only real touch 
of winter, with some days 
of freezing and strong 
winds. Because of the open 
winter in the first part of 
the season, the Christmas 
Counts did not reflect the 
normal populations in areas 
where the counts were 
taken. Toward the end of 
the period, with the first 
arrival of cold weather, we 
found species had concen- 
trated as they should have by the first of January. 
Loons, Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—All loons 
were far below normal at Comox (Theed Pearse). 
Common Loons were fairly numerous at Victoria 
(A. R. Davidson). The last Common Loons (3) 
were at Blaine, Jan. 3 (L. H. Kline) but several 
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were at Stanwood, Snohomish Co., Wash., March 6 
(Zella M. Schultz). From Anacortes to Friday Har- 
bor, Wash., by ferry route, 20 Arctic and 6 Red- 
throated Loons were noted, Jan. 16 (Seattle Audu- 
bon Society). Usually Red-throated are more plentiful 
than Arctic. Red-necked and Eared Grebes were 
around Victoria in small numbers; also a few Pied- 
billed, always to be seen on fresh water in winter. 
In the more sheltered parts of Puget Sound, Red- 
necked Grebes were twice as numerous as usual; at 
least 45 were seen from Seattle to Point-no-point, Jan. 
8 (ZMS). Horned Grebes were plentiful at Victoria, 
but they were fewer than usual in the Sound. West- 
ern Grebes were also plentiful at Victoria; and on 
the sheltered western side of Bainbridge Island, 
Wash., March 19, there were about 2000 in two 
rafts (Eddy, Goodge, Schultz). Two  Pied-billed 
Grebes were seen on salt water the same day. Double- 
crested Cormorants were very low in numbers at 
Comox during the first of the period, but more than 
the usual number came in toward the énd, probably 
attracted by herring. They were also low in numbers 
in the Seattle area, but 40 to 50 Brandt’s were pres- 
ent through the period, and the Pelagic seemed few 
compared to the Brandt's (ZMS). A Green Heron 
was seen near Bellevue, Wash., Feb. 25 (Walter 
Hagenstein). 

Swans, Geese, Brant—A party of 5 Trumpeter 
Swans in different areas near Comox, may have been 
the same birds. Canada Geese (12) were at Bellevue, 
Dec. 24 (WH), and at least 3 of the Cackling sub- 
species wintered on Lake Washington (SAS). Two 


Cacklers were on a lagoon near Victoria, Jan. 30. 
Black Brant came in very late, but showed up well, 
and remained to the end of the period. The vanguard 
(3) was noted at Harper, Kitsap Co., Wash., Jan. 


22 (Vivian Thorne), and at Blaine (8) the same 
day, where they increased to about 300 by March 11. 
The first Brant were seen at Victoria early in March. 
There were nearly 1000 at Comox by the end of 
March. Over 200 were along one Seattle beach, March 
26, and were still there, March 31 (Mr. & Mrs. 
R. M. Boggs). The first Snow Goose was seen at 
Bellevue, Dec. 12. One stayed in a field at Mrs. 
Kline’s place near Blaine three hours, Dec. 19. 
Thousands normally winter on the Stanwood Flats, 
Snohomish Co., Wash. On March 6, there were an 
estimated 30,000, with a fair number of young. 
(ZMS). 

Ducks.—All ducks were below average at Comox, 
except when gathered at herring runs. There were 
several thousand, chiefly scoters, at the end of March. 
Most ducks wintered in good numbers at Victoria, 
except for Canvas-backs. At Seattle, most fresh-water 
species moved out of Green Lake before the first of 
January, contrary to usual behavior. This involved 
mainly Am. Widgeon, Shovellers and Am. Mer- 
gansers. They did not return in any quantity, and 
there has been no report as to where they went. This 
led us to infer that they had taken refuge on the 
lake during the hunting season. There were 12 Gad- 
walls at Bellevue, Dec. 19 (WH). (Usually they 
are not common in the Seattle area.) Am. Pintail (75 
to 100) were at Lake Stevens, Snohomish Co., Wash., 
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Jan. 6 (VT); fairly numerous on the Nisqualh 
Flats, Thurston Co., Wash., Feb. 20 (Ruby £ 
Egbert); and numerous on Stanwood Flats, March 
5 (ZMS). Green-winged Teal were numerous ; 
Stanwood, March 6. Am. Widgeon were plentiful op 
Lake Stevens the last of November, and about 37 
were seen, Jan. 6. About 5000 were on the Nisqual; 
Flats, Feb. 20, with several hundred at the end of 
March. A few male European Widgeon were posi. 
tively identified at Longview, Wash., Nov. 29 (A. B 
Lintecum). Two males were seen at Victoria, Feb 
23 and March 5 (both seen at different places, 
March 27). One was at Bellevue, Feb. 12 (WH) 
Six Wood Ducks were at Blaine, March 5. A large 
flock of Ring-necked Ducks stayed for several weeks 
on Capitol Lake, an impounded body of water a 
Olympia, Wash. (60 were counted, Feb. 5), and 
from 30 to 100 Canvas-backs wintered there (REE) 
About 10 Lesser Scaup, with a large flock of Greater, 
were noted at Victoria, Dec. 31. They were in their 
usual numbers around Seattle and Olympia. Am 
Golden-eyes were numerous at Olympia during the 
period; some were identified as Barrow’s. Two Bar. 
row's were positively identified at Port Angeles, 
Wash., March 31 (VT). Buffle-heads were normal 
on middle Puget Sound; 100 were concentrated on 
the west side of Bainbridge Island, March 19 (ZMS) 
There were also about 1000 White-winged Scoters, 
500 Surf and 25 Am. Scoters (the latter in pairs) 
around Bainbridge Island, March 19. At Olympia, 
10 to 12 Am. Scoters were seen regularly. Rudd 
Ducks were fairly common at Victoria, but in certain 
areas only. On Jan. 2, there was a concentration ot 
about 300 at Olympia, and about 200 on Green 
Lake, Seattle. All mergansers were low in numbers 
at Comox. At Victoria, the Hooded were in small 
numbers, but the Red-breasted was common, and 
about 50 male Americans were on a lake in the 
vicinity, with a few others seen regularly in other 
places. Over 150 Am. Mergansers (40 females) were 
on Green Lake, Dec. 5; about 500 on Dec. 12 were 
also mostly males (Elizabeth L. Curtis). They hac 
moved out by Jan. 2. 

Hawks, Eagles.—Birds of prey are not at all com: 
mon in the areas of reports. Most species are sce 
occasionally. Bald Eagles seemed to be reported mor 
frequently. Some of those reported were: Victor 
area, 6 times (ARD): 2 immatures at Nisquall} 
Feb. 20, (REE); 4 immatures and 1 adult at Star 
wood, March 6 (ZMS); 2 at Green River, King Co 
Wash., March 28 (VT). The local population * 
Comox consisted of 2 adults and 3 young, apparent) 
first-year birds. One of the local Golden Eagles # 
Comox was reported killed. 

Shorebirds—Black Ovyster-catchers, 
common at Victoria, have been fairly common, which 
may indicate an upswing since protection was impos 
some time ago (ARD). Killdeer were migrating * 
Seattle the middle of February (ZMS), and wert 
back at Comox on Feb. 23 (TP). Black Turnstone 
did not show up as usual at Comox. They ¥% 
common at Victoria, where a Ruddy 1 urnstone was 
seen, Jan. 29, and stayed for some weeks Lager 
Snipe (6) were at Redmond, King ©... Wash., anc 


formerly ut 





. Bellevue (4), Feb. 21 (WT). One was seen at 
Blaine, March 6 (LHK) ; and 17 were counted near 
sanwood, March 6, 12 of them concentrated because 

{ snow (ZMS). One Hudsonian Curlew was seen 
spot in Victoria where one wintered for 
the last three years. Greater Yellow-legs (11) win- 
ered in a flooded field near Victoria (ARD), and 
ne was seen at Bellevue, Feb. 12 (WH). Red-backed 
Sandpipers were seen in small numbers at Victoria 
the period, the largest flock being 50. 
Two large flocks of 700 and 300 on the Nisqually 
Flats. Feb. 20, were probably Red-backs. At Kent, 
Wash., Feb. 13, there was a mixed flock of about 
150 (34 Red-backs and Y% Western) in a flooded 
seld (VT). At Stanwood, March 6, about 2000 Red- 
hacks were seen (ZMS). 

Gulls, Alcids.- 
‘rations of gulls on the eastern side of Vancouver 
Island during the herring runs. On Feb. 13, there 
were an estimated 25,000, the majority of which were 


it the same 


throughout 


There were some immense concen- 


Herring Gulls (Thayer's). On March 18, there were 
an estimated 100,000 at Parksville, and from there to 
Courtenay another big lot of some thousands; the 
greatest concentration ever seen by Pearse. All gulls 
were about normal at Victoria and elsewhere in the 
Region. Four Western Gulls were seen at Seattle, 
March 19 (ZMS). A Ring-billed Gull at Victoria, 
Feb. 4, is worthy of note. They are usually not found 
1 winter north of the Seattle latitude; there and 
southward they are seen in small numbers on fresh 
water. All alcids were about normal at Victoria, and 
were very common all winter from the San Juan 


Islands south on Puget Sound. This is significant, 
considering the great amount of fuel oil that was 
spilled in the autumn season. 


Ouls, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers—A _ Short- 
eared Owl was seen at Victoria, Dec. 9 and Jan. 27. 
From Mt. Vernon to Anacortes, Wash., 5 were seen, 
jan. 16 (SAS). A Rufous Hummingbird was at 
Victoria, Jan. 23 (ARD). All woodpeckers at Comox 
seemed to be very few, except for Red-shafted Flick- 

s. Flickers were common at Victoria, where it was 
encouraging to report that Pileated Woodpeckers 
were in fair numbers. 

Larks, Chickadees, Bushtits, Creepers, Wrens —A 
tock of 20 Horned Larks at Comox, Feb. 20, the day 
ater the coldest night of the season, may have been 
‘he summer resident strigata returning to its nesting 
grounds at the airport. Six were seen in the snow 
at Stanwood, March 6 (probably summer nesters— 
ZMS) Flocks of Common Bushtits (up to 40) were 
seen frequently at Victoria; Red-breasted Nuthatches 
and Brown Creepers were in fair numbers; Winter 
ind Bewick’s Wrens were common. 

Thrushes—Am. Robins were plentiful throughout 
ne Region. A flock of about 500 moved to Mrs. 
Nines place near Blaine the first week in January, 
“ac Were there at the end of period. They were very 
Pientiful from Seattle to Stanwood, March 6. About 
‘las many Varied Thrushes were seen on that trip, 
*nich was a very good showing for that species. 
*anied Thrushes were quite numerous at Victoria all 
“ater, and were still there, March 31. The first 


Varied Thrush was noted at Bellevue, Dec. 25 
(WH). They did not come to parks and gardens in 
Seattle in any numbers due to the open weather. Two 
Hermit Thrushes were seen at Victoria, Jan. 2, and 
singles on Jan. 6 and March 24. 

Kinglets, Waxwings, Starlings, Shrikes —Golden- 
crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were common 
at Victoria. Golden-crowns were more common in 
the Seattle area than for years. Cedar Waxwings were 
also fairly common in Seattle; about 100 were around 
Mr. and Mrs. Boggs’ place, Dec. 31. At Issaquah, 
King Co., Wash., 35 Bohemian Waxwings were 
seen, Feb. 21 (very irregular winter visitors—VT) ; 
and 15 were seen at Rockport, Skagit Co., Wash., 
March 24 (Fern Skinner). Common Starlings con- 
tinued their advance in the Region. A flock of 20 was 
seen at Comox, Feb. 28, the coldest day of the season 
From 50 to 60 came to the Victoria area, Dec. 24, 
and 142 were noted on the Christmas Count, Jan. 2. 
There was a flock of 26 at Issaquah, Feb. 27 (WH), 
and 17 were reported in Thurston County, with one 
collected early in February (REE). Gray Shrikes 
continued to be reported more often; particularly at 
Victoria, with an adult, Dec. 10; an immature, Dec. 
22, and an adult, Jan. 29, and Feb. 25. 

Blackbirds —A male Brown-headed Cowbird was 
seen near Kent, Wash., March 6 (VEC). Red-winged 
Blackbirds wintered at Comox in some numbers. This 
habit is not always consistent. They also wintered at 
Victoria in small numbers. The first (6) came to 
Mrs. Kline’s place near Blaine, March 19, and they 
were singing on the Nisqually Flats, Feb. 22 (REE). 

Northern Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were fairly 
plentiful throughout the Region. Small flocks were 
seen at Comox on and off during winter; 20 were 
at Blaine, March 4 (the first); amd over 75 were 
in a flock at Nisqually, Feb. 22. Many other calls 
came to us. Purple Finches were also fairly common 
in most places. Flocks of about 70 were seen at 
Victoria in February. House Finches were reported 
more frequently. They have been known as summer 
visitors in suitable areas in southern British Columbia, 
and on Vancouver Island for several years, and also 
in the Portland, Oreg., area, but only sparingly in 
the intervening country. Either the species skipped 
the Puget Sound region for some reason, or the ob- 
servers have just recently learned to recognize them. 
About 50 wintered at Victoria, in one district where 
they were given their favorite food. Arrivals in 
March increased the flock to about 100. At Seattle, 
52 were reported on the Christmas Count, Jan. 2 
(VEC). A pair was seen at Issaquah, Feb. 21 (VT), 
and one was seen at Nisqually, Feb. 22 (REE). The 
Pine Siskin seemed to be the most plentiful small 
bird: 5580 were tallied at Seattle on the Christmas 
Count, 1900 at Olympia, 2057 at Portland. They were 
few in number at Comox, but flocks up to 700 were 
at Victoria to the end of January, with only small 
scattered flocks from then to the end of the period. 
From 100 to 150 were at Mrs. Kline’s place, Dec. 
4 to Jan. 7. There was a flock of about 400 in the 
Sammamish Valley, King Co., Wash., Jan. 6 (VT). 

Sparrows.—One Slate-colored Junco (Ayemalis) 
was identified at Bellevue, Feb. 27 (WH). The Am. 
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Tree Sparrow at Bellevue was seen again, Dec. 26, 
Jan. 23, Feb. 13 (WH), and Feb. 21 (VT). A 
Chipping Sparrcw at Seattle, March 6, must have 
been a stray (VEC). An immature White-crowned 
Sparrow (Gambel's) was trapped at Bellevue in 
January (W. H. Ransom). Information about the 
status of races of White-crowned Sparrows in winter 
is being assembled. Golden-crowned Sparrows win- 
tered in fair numbers at Victoria, the largest flock 
being about 40—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA 
M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University 
of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Tempera- 
tures for the period were mostly mild toward the 
coast and in the lower mountains, but extremes in 
the valleys were 
about normal 
until March 
when it was un- 
seasonably warm 
throughout. In 
the Central Val- 
ley there were 
particularly per- 
sistent fogs on 
Dec. 14-24, Jan. 
11-12, 20-24, and 
27-29, keeping 
maxima to as 
low as 40° on 
many days. Typi- 
cally throughout 
most of this per- 
iod the Califor- 
nia weather was 
characterized by the passage of successive cold fronis. 
usually from NW to SE, 28 such being charted this 
season. They were mostly preceded by brief periods 
of southerly winds (at least when high pressure ob- 
tained over Great Basin or desert areas to the east) 
and were invariably followed by northerly (NW to 
NE) winds. If more observers checked on the numbers 
of migrants present in a given area before and after 
the passage of such a front, a considerable gain in our 
knowledge of migration in the West would result. Of 
these storms only those of early and late December 
and January brought adequate precipitation, the 
accumulated amounts being well above normal until 
the exceptionally dry February-March period, when 
only insignificant amounts fell. Most lowland localities 
had from 10 to 30 per cent subnormal rainfall for the 
season as of March 20, although the Central Valley 
fared better, and Fresno was even 10 per cent above 
normal. The snow pack in the mountains was rela- 
tively light, and the outlook for adequate summer 
water there is not good. Strong dry northerly winds 
blew on Feb. 18-20, March 4-6, and March 15-17. 
Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters—At Tomales Bay on 
Dec. 31, Arnold Small, e¢ al., found 25 Common, 400 
Arctic, and 15 Red-throated Loons; but the largest 
winter concentration was that of 1079 (sp.) tallied 
on the San Francisco Christmas Bird Count, Dec. 26. 
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A total of 15 Red-necked Grebes was reported from 
7 localities, Dec. 26 to March 20—a rather good year 
Other grebes were apparently normal. Between San 
Francisco and the Farallon Islands on March 5 
Arthur J. Bennett saw several flocks of Eared Grebes 
totaling about 100 on the water far offshore; he als, 
noted 1 or 2 Black-footed Albatrosses. At Poin: 
Pinos, Pacific Grove, not a single Fulmar was sighted 
during many hours spent counting migrating loons 
Sept. 1 to Dec. 18, although they were seen almos 
every day the previous year under comparable cop. 
ditions (Laidlaw Williams, E. Highley). 

Herons.—Relatively few Am. Egrets were reported, 
the maximum number being 26 at and near Sap 
Leandro Bay on March 8 (H. L. Cogswell). A Snow, 
Egret at Berkeley Aquatic Park on Jan. 2 had all 
the normally black parts of the bill and legs a promi. 
nent blue-gray instead, but the yellow feet and lores 
were normal. Its fairly long plumes on head and 
back also indicate a disrupted physiology (HLC, Alan 
Craig). Nine Green Herons were reported from 
widely scattered localities in inland and coastal val. 
leys, Nov. 25-Feb. 7. 

Waterfowl—The Whistling Swan is quite uncom- 
mon on the outer coast, but 8 flew north over Seal 
Rocks, San Francisco, on Dec. 27 (W. J. Fit 
patrick) and 7 were in flight at Moss Landing on 
Jan. 29 (Chas. Anderson, Viola Anderson). Other 
than at the usual wintering area at Tomales Bay, 
Black Brant were noted in numbers only on Feb. 26 
when a large flock flew west through the Golden 
Gate (WJF). A Ross’s Goose was seen flying with 
12 Snow Geese over Livingston, Merced Co., on Dec 
8 (W. B. Minturn) and, most unexpectedly, one 
Ross’s was found at the Golden Gate in San Francisc 
on Dec. 26 (AJB) and Jan. 26 (Junea W. Kelly) 
The Christmas Count figures for this species arc 
truly amazing, with a concentration of 2500, by far 
the largest in recent years, at Gray Lodge Wildlife 
Management Area, Dec. 11 and 28 (J. Cowan). In 
the absence of adequate arrival reports of waterfowl 
in the last issue, the following totals listed on 6 
Christmas Counts from the Sacramento Valley ma 
be of interest. Included are counts made from the 
air by experienced pilot biologists over the major 
concentration areas, in cooperation with Arnold Smal! 
and co-workers on the ground. Red Bluff, Sacramento, 
and Lodi counts are also included. Whistling Swan. 
2675; Canada Goose (Honker and Lesser), 15,264 
Canada Goose (Cackling), 5700; White-fronted Gos, 
67,297; Snow Goose, 291,064; Ross’s Goose, 3502 
Mallard, 216,020; Gadwall, 750; Pintail, 1,062,00 
(but in 1944 there were over 2 million on om 
count!); Green-winged Teal, 76,350; Cinnamon Ted. 
245; Shoveller, 24,151; and Am. Widgeon, 235,25 
At Los Banos Refuge and at Friant Dam, areas 00 
covered in the counts, there were 5000 and 20M 
Canada Geese, respectively, on Jan. 17 and - 
(WBM). Pintails continued to be low in the San 
Francisco Bay area, the maximum number reports’ 
being 150 (of which 100 were males) on March 13 
at Bay Farm Island (HLC). A group of 24 Greea 
winged Teal in Yosemite Valley on Feb. 9 was 
largest concentration ever reported there (WIF) 





Cinnamon Teal, which are chiefly summer residents 
espite the winter numbers listed above, arrived near 
the Santa Cruz coast by Feb. 18-19 (WBM). A male 
European Widgeon was present among Americans 
feeding in large animal enclosures and on ponds in 
the Son Francisco Zoo from Dec. 26 to at least March 
16 (Golden Gate Audubon Society); one was seen 
in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, on Jan. 1 (AS); 
and 3 males and 2 females (!) stayed at Natural 
Bridges Park, Santa Cruz, from Dec. 29 
¢hrough 31 (Ken Legg). Thirteen Wood Ducks were 
a San Pablo Reservoir, east of Berkeley, on Nov. 
> (A. L. Curl) and 10 at Lane’s Bridge, north of 
Fresno, on Jan. 21 (WBM). In the Santa Cruz area 
a Nov. 24 there were 27 Redheads (WBM) and 
) were at Seaside, Monterey Co., on Feb. 6 (W. M. 
Pursell). Canvas-backs were in good numbers on San 
Francisco Bay; 2500 on the Oakland Christmas 
Count, Jan. 2, and about that many at Bay Farm 
Island alone on Jan. 23, and 450 still there on March 
12 (HLC). Scaup and scoters seemed fewer than a 
few years ago on the Bay, but Am. Golden-eyes and 
Bufle-heads were normal. The rare Barrow’s Golden- 
eye was found in two places: 8 males and 7 females 
t Feather River Reservoir west of Quincy, Plumas 
Co, on Jan. 31 (Bruce Harris) and a number there 
a Feb. 9 and 10 (Mrs. Sidney Rand); and a pair 
at Berkeley ““Lagoon’” (= Aquatic Park ?) on Feb. 
21 (WBM). A male Harlequin Duck was seen at 
Carmel Bay on Dec. 27, Feb. 16, 22, and 23, but was 
not found on the Feb. 27 or March 6 visits (LW). 
On Jan. 16 three males and a female were seen at 
Tomales Point (GGAS). Four Am. Scoters were 
at Pacific Grove on Jan. 4 (LW) and a female in 
the Santa Cruz area on Jan. 14 and 15 (WBM). 
Vultures, Hawks.—Although Turkey Vultures 
have in past years been considered as wintering only 
rarely in this Region, a total of 140 was listed on 
10 out of the 13 Christmas Counts, 82 of them at 
Gray Lodge and 15 at Red Bluff in the northern 
sacramento Valley. Also there were 1 or 2 all winter 
at Westport on the Mendocino County coast (Mrs. 
R. Coy); 3 at Jenner, Dec. 27 (Joseph Kittredge), 
and 6 at Santa Cruz, Jan. 14 (WBM). More wide- 
pread reports from early February on indicate addi- 
tional arrivals. White-tailed Kites in several areas, 
in the air at one time at Ryde, Sacramento Co., 
a Jan. 26 (Barbara O'Neil); and female of a pair 
"na nest on March 9 and 16 near Los Gatos with 
Yellow-billed Magpies nesting in the same _ tree 
(Em A pair of Red-shouldered Hawks, 


State 


ily Smith) 
present since Sept. 22 at Natural Bridges State Park 
athe coast near Santa Cruz, were engaging in aerial 
“splays on Feb. 20 (KL); 3 were at Soquel, 6 miles 
‘way, on Jan. 20 (R. J. Richardson). An exceedingly 


‘y and presumed vagrant Swainson’s Hawk was 


“ported from south of Point Lobos, Monterey Co., 


0 Jan. 23 (CA, VA), normal arrival in the main 
“gration (which rarely spreads to the coast) being 
~ March or early April. A Rough-legged Hawk 
2 0 feet near Plymouth, Amador Co., 
: March 13 (Muriel Kaminsky); 2 Ferruginous 
SWS near Woodland on Feb. 20 (Meuser and 
“#hard) and one 10 miles east of Firebaugh, Madera 


a seen at 11 


Co., on March 12 (WBM). A pair of Golden Eagles 
was at a nest in Pinnacles National Monument on 
Feb. 12 (Betty Jackson). A Bald Eagle was present 
along the Merced River near El Portal from Dec. 5 
to at least March 19 (WJF); and one was at Pine- 
crest Lake (5600 ft.) Tuolumne Co., on Dec. 19 
(HLC). Inquiry from Kenneth Morrison of the 
National Audubon Society staff as to the status of 
our national emblem in this Region could not be 
adequately answered by HLC because of insufficient 
information and experience. All who know of any 
Bald Eagles in California are urged to report the 
occurrences in full. An Osprey was at Crystal Springs 
Reservoir, San Mateo Co., on March 13 (ALC). In 
the Sacramento Valley, W. K. Kirsher has banded 
60 Sparrow Hawks by using a light, portable trap; 
but, although he has reworked a number of areas, 
has had only 2 repeats and sees very few bands on 
birds before trapping them. He suspects the birds 
are removing the bands. 

Cranes, Rails, Coot.——A total of 4753 Sandhill 
Cranes was listed on 4 Christmas Counts in the Sac- 
ramento Valley, 4201 of them on the Lodi count in 
the delta area near Thornton and Terminous, San 
Joaquin Co. (Herbert Wong). On Feb. 19 there were 
1700 in this latter area, including many Greaters 
(Sacramento Audubon Society) and some were danc- 
ing (WKK). On Feb. 22 only 1000 were found 
(WJF). Between Maxwell and Williams in the Sac- 
ramento Valley 43 Soras were counted in a short dis- 
tance, being about 50 to 75 yards apart along a marshy 
ditch by the edge of a highway (Dean McBride, fide 
E. R. Pickett). A total of only 36,000 Am. Coots 
was listed on the 6 Valley Christmas Counts, a seem- 
ingly low number considering that all major refuge 
areas were covered. 

Shorebirds.—Three Black Oyster-catchers were seen 
at Tomales Point on Jan. 16 (GGAS) and 6 on 
S. E. Farallon Island on March 15 (AJB). A Ringed 
Plover, uncommon in midwinter, was at Moss Land- 
ing on Jan. 15 (WBM). Near Salinas a Mountain 
Plover was found dead on Dec. 5 (G. P. Lamont) 
and a small flock, varying in number up to 30, was 
present through December and on Jan. 22 (CA, VA) 
and Feb. 7 (LW). Minturn found a few on Jan. 5 
and 17 near Chowchilla, Madera Co., and 20-25 on 
Feb. 28 along the Mendota-Coalinga Road on the 
west side of San Joaquin Valley. In past years, large 
numbers have been found southeast of Coalinga in 
December and January. A Ruddy Turnstone (rare 
in winter) was at Santa Cruz on Feb. 19 (WBM). 
There were many reports of small numbers of Wil- 
son's Snipe, while 60 were listed on the Walnut 
Creek Christmas Count, Dec. 26; and 20 were seen 
near Point Lobos on Feb. 1 (CA, VA) and one at 
Santa Cruz on March 16 (KL). An unusually large 
concentration of Long-billed Curlews (1500) was 
in eastern Yolo County on Dec. 12 (Rodney Reynolds, 
fide ERP), and an estimated 10,000 peeps, including 
Least, Western, and Red-backed Sandpipers, in Yolo 
By-Pass the same day (ERP). Shorebirds in general 
were noted as being decidedly fewer at Santa Cruz 
(KL) and about San Francisco Bay up to March 15 
(JWK); only about 50 per cent as many Western 
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Sandpipers, the most abundant species, wintered at 
Bay Farm Island and Albany as in the preceding year, 
if we are to judge from Christmas Counts taken by 
the same observers (JWK, HLC, respectively) in 
both years. In the Sacramento Valley more than 1500 
Dowitchers were listed on Christmas Counts farther 
north than the northernmost wintering station cited 
in the 1944 state distributional list. Four or five Am. 
Avocets wintered to at least Jan. 22 on Yolo By-Pass 
(ERP), where not normally found at this season. Still 
rarer in winter, a Black-necked Stilt was found at 
the same locality on Nov. 28 (Bob Cunningham, 
fide ERP), and 5 spent all of December (20 present 
on Dec. 28) at Elkhorn Slough (CA, VA), with 2 
still there on Feb. 6 (WMP). The last Red Phalarope 
was seen at Moss Landing on Dec. 28 (CA, VA), 
after as many as 40 had been at Santa Cruz to Nov. 
24 (WBM). 

Gulls, Terns, Alcids —At Bay Farm Island an esti- 
mated 550 Herring Gulls was a distinctly unusual 
concentration for the Bay Area (JWK). Common 
Terns were reported twice: 2 on the Salinas Christ- 
mas Count, Dec. 28, and at Berkeley Aquatic Park 
on Feb. 26 (ALC). There are no winter-taken speci- 
mens from California. Pigeon Guillemots arrived at 
breeding areas near Santa Cruz on March 10 (KL). 
A Cassin’s Auklet was found dead near the mouth 
of Pajaro River, Santa Cruz Co., on Jan. 15 (WBM). 

Doves, Owls, Poor-will—As usual, Band-tailed 
Pigeons were reported as fewer or absent in some 
areas, as at Pinnacles National Monument where 
only a few came in late February (BJ): but they 
showed up in other, “unusual’’ locations, such as 


130 in and mear McLaren Park, San Francisco, on 
Dec. 26 (ALC). Unusually high wintering numbers 
of Mourning Doves were noted at San Jose, where 
300 were in one flock on Jan. 2 (ES), and at Lane’s 
Bridge, north of Fresno, 99 on Jan. 22 (WBM). At 
Mills College, Oakland, cooing was first heard on 


Feb. 2 (HLC) and increased populations were 
widely evident in February in the Bay area, being 
most conspicuous in Berkeley (RHP), where C. G. 
Thompson banded 11 in Nov.-Dec., but 148 in Jan.- 
Feb.-Mar. A White-winged Dove was reported from 
near Carmel on Nov. 23 in The Sanderling (G. P. 
Lamont). A Long-eared Owl arrived at a wintering 
roost site in Courtland on Dec. 29, two days later 
than last year (BO), and one was near Steamboat 
Landing, Feb. 22 (WJF). At the Pinnacles a Poor- 
will was first heard on Feb. 6 (D. Bruce Jackson). 

Hummingbirds.—As usual, the earliest nests of the 
Anna’s Hummingbird were found in December, in- 
cluding one beginning to build on Dec. 22 at Santa 
Cruz (KL); but others nest much later, as a female 
was incubating eggs on March 15 at Centerville, 
Alameda Co. (Milton Seibert). Male Rufous Hum- 
mingbirds were first noted on March 7 at Berkeley 
(JWK) and March 10 at Westport (RC). General 
arrival of male Allen's Hummingbirds was normal 
on Feb. 5 (reported from Soquel, San Francisco, and 
Oakland), although early individuals (or wintering?) 
were noted on Dec. 27 in the Monterey Peninsula 
area (Louise Hatton) and on Jan. 14 at Tilden Park, 
near Berkeley (HLC). Females (presumably Allen's) 
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were present by March 6 at Westport (RC), and 
nesting was widespread in the San Francisco Bay are; 
by normal mid-March dates. 
Woodpeckers—There was a “rash” of records of 
Yellow-shafted Flickers: Jan. 2 near Berkeley 
(ALC), Jan. 6 and Feb. 3, 11, and 25 at Westpor 
(RC), and March 17 in Montclair, Oakland (Car) 
Carson). This last bird was taken alive but died 
it was prepared as a specimen by Paul Covel, Oak. 
land Park naturalist. In addition, a hybrid flicker 
showing yellow on wings and tail, but somewha: 
obscured head markings of male auratus type, was 
seen at Mills College, Oakland, on Feb. 8 (HLC) 
An Acorn Woodpecker at McLaren Park, San Fran. 
cisco, is very unusual for that city (ALC). The onl; 
significant number of Lewis's Woodpeckers reported 
was the count of 68 at Red Bluff on a Dec. 27 Chris. 
mas Count, although a few were noted as far south 
as Hollister. A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Red-Naped) 
at Westport on Dec. 6 and 20 (RC) was 150 miles 
north of the prior coastal records for that subspecies 
Flycatchers, Swallows.—The Western Kingbird was 
noted at Sacramento on March 14 (Don McLean). 
about 10 days early; but full summer numbers were 
not yet present in San Joaquin Valley on April 4 
(HLC). A very out-of-season one is listed on the 
San Jose Christmas Count. In the absence of valid 
prior winter records for this species in California, 
it is desirable that details be provided for all fal! 
and winter observations indicating careful distinction 
from the more probable Cassin’s Kingbird, and even 
from the Tropical Kingbird (T. melancholicus) which 
has occurred repeatedly as a fall vagrant. On Jan 
20 near Sacramento three Say’s Phoebes were found 
roosting in Cliff Swallow nests in culverts (Paul 
Steele, WKK). Violet-green Swallows were first 
noted on Feb.. 2, large numbers near Salinas (CA. 
VA), and arrival or migration at various places in 
the. Central Valley and near the coast occurred from 
Feb. 19 to 27. Tree Swallows were reported in De- 
cember and January from widespread localities, chiefly 
in the Central Valley, but with the largest number 
(75) at the mouth of Pajaro River, Santa Cruz Co, 
on Jan. 15 (WBM). In places where they did not 
winter, they were first detected in February: large 
number near Salinas on 2nd (CA, VA), 10 over 
San Leandro Hills on 10th (HLC), 4 on 16th anc 
31 on 19th at Sebastopol and Bodega (JK), 40 ™ 
19th at Santa Cruz (WBM) and arrival also on 19th 
at the Pinnacles (DBJ, BJ). Single Rough-wingt¢ 
Swallows on Feb. 28 in Niles Canyon (HLC) ane 
March 3 at Lanes Bridge near Fresno (WBM) wer 
about 2 weeks early. Widespread arrival of sma! 
numbers of Barn Swallows in advance of normé 
March 20-April 5 dates is indicated by 5 near Mendoti 
on March 12 (WBM); some near Auburn on Marc 
13 (WKK) and 2 at Tomales on March 14 (JK) 
Arrival of Cliff Swallows was normal, at least © 
the Central Valley, with 2 at Lanes Bridge on March 
2 (WBM) and 45 captured for banding on Marci 
12 near Folsom (WKK, PS). The arrival of a colons 
of Purple Martins at Sacramento City Hall was nice’ 
recorded by Don McLean: a male there on Marc 
10, 2 pairs in the morning of March 11, and abou! 





5 by that afternoon. 

N uthate Creepers.—Red-breasted Nuthatches 
with detected away from nesting habitat at San Juan 
Bautista Mission on Dec. 26; near San Jose on Jan. 
- and near Sarasota on March 12 (ES). Two Brown 
species uncommon on the valley floor, 
were at Lanes Bridge on Dec. 4 and 28 (WBM). 
single Winter Wrens were listed on the Gray Lodge 
ad Red Bluff Christmas Counts in the Central Val- 
they are not regular, and wintering birds 
in the hills east of San Francisco Bay 


Creepers, a 


y, where 


were noted 
] 
il 


until Feb. 28 (HLC). On Jan. 16 a Rock Wren in 
non-rocky area on Tomales peninsula, Marin Co., 
xas seen to enter a hole in the hayloft of a large 
barn (GGAS) 

Mockingbird, localities where the 
Mockingbird is rare, there was again one at El Portal, 
n Dec. 5 (WJF), and one at Santa Cruz on Jan. 
i§ (WBM). At the large robin roost in Joaquin 
Miller Park, Oakland, 20,000 were estimated during 
hour of watching of evening arrivals on Dec. 26 
(HLC). The area still had many birds using it 
(Mrs. H. K. Trousdale, HLC). 
Elsewhere, robins were also notably numerous at Los 
Gatos from Dec. 23 to early Feb., roosting (ES); at 
‘sacramento (ERP), and at Westport through Feb- 
uary, starting to leave on March 1 (RC). It was 
ven more of a banner year for Varied Thrushes, 
which were present in unusual numbers in all low 
ititude parts of the Region (except the Monterey 
rea?) and up to 4000 ft. in Yosemite Valley. A 
number of observers commented on their occurrence 
n marginal sorts of habitats. There were maximum 
numbers, of course, in moist forests, as near Felton 
where Herman Volz found 100 or more on Dec. 13. 
Some were still present into early April at San Bruno 
(AJB). Hundreds of Mountain Bluebirds were in 
the Eldorado County foothills, at 500 to 1000 ft., 
n Feb. 13 (ERP); 3 were on Tomales Peninsula, 
Marin Co., where they are rare, on Jan. 16 (HLC). 
‘ingle Townsend's Solitaires were seen at or near 
los Gatos on Dec. 27 (ES) and Dec. 30 (Gladys 
Record); and near San Jose on Jan. 2 (Mrs. Lina 
snow, ef al.) 


T hrushe 5.—In 


hrough February 


Gnatcatchers through Starlings.—Blue-gray Gnat- 
catchers, uncommon in winter in this Region, were 
een three times in January (Oakland, Salinas); they 
¥ere in song on March 17 in blooming Ceanothus at 
‘n¢ Pinnacles (BJ). Golden-crowned Kinglets were 
t Lanes Bridge near Fresno on Dec. 4 and 28 
(WBM). A large concentration of Cedar Waxwings 
{5000 or more) was in the Arden area east of Sacra- 
mento on Jan. 14 (MK, Mrs. A. J. Argante), and 
‘heir numbers also increased somewhat during Decem- 
*t and January in Oakland, with a maximum flock 
' 500 at Lake Merritt on Dec. 20 (HLC). Bohem- 
an Waxwings, a species that is erratic at long 
“ervals in this Region, were seen on Dec. 24 (40 
* Sacramento City Plaza—Don McLean, fide ERP); 
‘0. 4 (6 at Sacramento—ERP); and Feb. 13 at 
“rignton, Just cast of Sacramento (ERP). There 
~, a exceptional number of winter records of 
“hainopeplas: the Pinnacles on Nov. 12 (DBJ), 
9. 28 (GPL). Jan. 31 (CA, VA) and 3 miles away 


on and after Feb. 12 (BJ); near Fresno, 7 on Dec. 
28, and 10 (!) on Jan. 22 (WBM); and a number 
of other records of “singles” in the Central Valley. 
Common Starlings become more widespread and 
numerous each winter, reports having come this year 
from 6 or more localities in the Central Valley 
(maximum of 1000 in the Natomas district, Sacra- 
mento Co. on Dec. 14, A. J. Argante) and along 
the coast near Point Reyes as usual; from new areas 
near Moss Landing (12 or more—Monterey Penin- 
sula Audubon Society) and at Westport, Mendocino 
Co., 30 to 36 on Dec. 29, Jan. 1 and 3 (RC). 

Warblers—Many Orange-crowned Warblers were 
noted in winter (more than 40 total on Christmas 
Counts) in valley areas, both coastal and inland. 
Singing males were first heard on Feb. 7 at Soquel 
(RJR); March 2 at Mills College, Oakland (HLC); 
and March 8 at the Pinnacles (BJ), and at Los Gatos, 
with singing conspicuous there on March 13 and 
subsequently (ES). Mr. George D. Lakata, an ex- 
perienced observer, reported 2 Nashville Warblers at 
Wasco, Kern Co., on Jan. 9 and 7(!) on Jan. 22. 
There have been a number of prior sight observations 
of this species in winter in California lowland areas, 
but so far no specimens collected or other associated 
data to make the records “wholly acceptable” or 
‘acceptable’ as per the suggested criteria in Audubon 
Field Notes, 9 (1): 58-59. See also Grinnell and 
Miller, Pacific Coast Avifauna, 27 (1944): 396. A 
Black-throated Gray Warbler was at Lanes Bridge, 
north of Fresno, on Jan. 2 (WBM); there are about 
15 previous winter records, most of them in southern 
California, but one even at Eureka. Two Palm 
Warblers were at the mouth of Carmel River from at 
least Nov. 27 (GPL, fide CA) to Feb. 22 (LW). 
This species should be watched for closely, since there 
is one 1898 record as well as 4 of recent date from 
California, one of them a wintering female collected 
on Feb. 2, 1953 (Johnston, Condor, 55:276-7). 

Blackbirds and Orioles —Several large flocks of 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds were reported wintering. 
Included were about 300 south of Sacramento on 
Jan. 21; 300 at Yolo By-Pass on Jan. 22 (ERP); and 
500 near Buttonwillow on Jan. 30 (GDL). Two male 
Hooded Orioles were seen at Seminary Court in Oak- 
land (where they have nested) on March 25 (Donald 
Brock) the date being early by 10 days or so. Winter- 
ing Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen at widely sep- 
arated points in the Central Valley and at Albany; 
spring dispersal and/or arrival was first noted as 
follows: March 14 at Montclair, Oakland (HKT); 
pairs on March 22 at Piedmont (Lillian K. Henning- 
sen), and March 26 at Seminary Court, Oakland 
(DB). 

Tanagers, Finches —A female Western Tanager at 
San Jose on Feb. 22 (D. McLean) is best considered 
a vagrant; and, probably in the same status was a 
female Black-headed Grosbeak at a feeding tray in 
Soquel on Feb. 7 (RJR). Lawrence's Goldfinch, very 
uncommon and erratic in winter, was found on Dec. 
25 near Fairfield (Karl Haller), Dec. 28 (2 on 
Salinas Christmas Count), and Jan. 22 near Fresno 
(WBM). Three or 4 Red Crossbills at a time came 
to a bird bath at Mt. Hermon (where the species has 
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been present the year around) from late November to 
about March 1 (Mrs. Frank G. Thomas). 

Sparrows.—A total of 10 Grasshopper Sparrows, 
rarely noted in winter, appeared on two Christmas 
Counts (Red Bluff and Sacramento); one was seen 
at Lanes Bridge, north of Fresno, on Dec. 4 (WBM). 
Minturn also found 10 Vesper Sparrows at the last 
locality on Dec. 4; and 2 and 3 there on Dec. 28 
and Jan. 22, respectively. There were numerous re- 
ports of the uncommon, but relatively regular Slate- 
colored Junco, Nov. 13 to March 1; 2 were banded 
at Berkeley, Dec. 22 and Jan. 5 (RHP). In Carmel 
Highlands on March 8 a female Oregon Junco carried 
nest material to the same crevice where a female had 
taken some in October; on March 20 the last of 4 
eggs was laid in this nest and incubation began 
(LW). A very early (or wintering?) Chipping 
Sparrow was seen at Sacramento on Jan. 28 by 
Florence Henderson who trapped one at the same 
location on Feb. 25, 1953, an early arrival date. 
White-crowned Sparrows were apparently normal in 
number, but Golden-crowns showed increases locally 
(El Cerrito, Oakland, Santa Cruz), with a contrast- 
ing decrease below normal numbers reported by Mrs. 
Edna Williams (who bands in suitable habitat at 
Granite Station in the Sierra Nevada foothills north- 
Bakersfield). Six different White-throated 
Sparrows were reported, the latest date being March 
24 at Niles (Mrs. C. V. Covell). Fox Sparrows 
seemed more numerous than in previous years to 
some observers, but on the Santa Cruz coast, Legg 
reported them as fewer. A late Lincoln’s Sparrow was 
at El Portal on Dec. 12 (WJF), and 2 were seen 
in Oakland, near Mills College, Jan. 4 to 7 (Lee 
Stallcup); 1 near Los Gatos, Jan. 7 to March 15 
(ES) and 1 trapped at Benicia, Feb. 13-20 (E. 
Stoner).—Howarp L. CocsweE.t1, Dept. of Biologi- 
cal Sciences, Mills College, Oakland 13, Calif.; and 
RussELL H. Pray, 662 Santa Rosa Ave., Berkeley 7, 
California. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.— 
This Region, whose physiographic features are so 
varied, experiences such contrasts of climate at any 
one time dur- 
ing the year 
that a general 
summary is dif- 
ficult. The win- 
ter season in 
general 
was character- 
ized by below- 
aormal, 
normal, and 
above - normal 
temper a- 
tures with well 
below - normal 
precipitation 
during December. Throughout the Region, January 
was marked by below-normal temperatures (with 
freezing conditions in many lowland areas) and far 
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above-normal rainfall. This was concentrated in 3 
few severe storms from Jan. 18 to Jan. 21. Februan 
was primarily a month of below-normal temperatures 
and well below-normal precipitation. These conditions 
prevailed well into March with above-normal tem. 
peratures prevalent in the southern part of the 
Region. The relatively mild winter accounted for ap 
unusual number of summer visitants and transients 
which remained through the winter in the lowlands 
of southern California. Many winter visitants were 
very late in arriving from the north and the mountain 
areas. The severe storms of mid-January brought birds 
such as Am. Robins and Cedar Waxwings (both e. 
cellent indicators of winter weather conditions in the 
mountains) in lowland areas with a rush late jp 
January. Here they remained during February and 
March. Because of the rather dry winter many of the 
intermittent lakes dried up. This, together with the 
use of much water for extensive irrigation, caused 
even such large lakes as Elsinor and Baldwin to dn 
up. Lake Henshaw in San Diego County was at a very 
level. However the Salton Sea continued its 
mysterious rise and had already flooded the famous 
“mud pots,” and Mullet Island once again became an 
island. 

Loons and Grebes.—Loons of all three common 
species were generally late in arriving in southem 
waters, but were locally abundant after December 31 
More than 2000 loons (sp.) passed south off the 
Ballona Creek breakwater, Dec. 26, evidencing 1 
late flight (Ep.) The Red-throated Loon was the 
most numerous species in coastal waters as more 
than 150 birds were in the ocean near Malibu on 
Feb. 22 (Mimi and A. Small). A single Common 
Loon was at Sutherland Dam, San Diego Co., Jan. 9 
(Eleanor A. Pugh), and an Arctic Loon (rare away 
from the ocean) was on the Salton Sea, Feb. 19 
(Robert Smart, Dudley Ross, MS, AS). No Red- 
necked Grebes were reported f the Region 


low 


from 
Horned Grebes continued to spread into southem 
waters as wintering birds. For the past three years 
they have shown a steady increase from winter 
winter. In a few places they actually outnumbered 
the Eared Grebes. As many as 76 were recorded from 
San Diego, Dec. 26 (San Diego Audubon Society) 
They were chiefly confined to the immediate vicinity 
of the coast and were rare inland. Large concentt- 
tions of more than 500 Western Grebes were reporite 
from Malibu, Santa Barbara, Santa Monica, Hyper 
ion, coastal Orange County from Seai Beach ' 
Huntington Beach (4921 birds), but far fewer from 
San Diego. A few Western Grebes reached inlan¢ 
waters at Irvine Lake, Lake Fulmor, Lake Norconias. 
and Lake Mathews on different occasions throughov' 
the winter. 

Shearwaters through Ibises—One Black-veated 
Shearwater, one Pink-footed Shearwater, and th 
very rare Skua were viewed at close range in the 
San Pedro Channel, March 21 (Vivian Ross. Ruth P 
Emery). White Pelicans were reported as scarce 
the Imperial Valley (RS) and one wonders =~ 
happened to the more than ten thousand pelicans %™ 
used to reside at Buena Vista Lake up to a year % 
Twenty-one White Pelicans reached the coast at New 





sot Bay, Dec. 12 (Francis Raymond). There was a 
: siceable ncrease in waterbirds, particularly Am. 
ind Snowy Egrets at the Audubon Center of Southern 
rilifornia during the winter (Alma Stultz). A single 
- was at Fisherman's Retreat, Feb. 28 
Belle Wilson). About 50 White-faced Glossy Ibis 
were roosting at the newly enlarged Ramer Lake of 
he Imperial State Waterfowl Refuge in the Imperial 
Valley, Feb. 19 (MS, AS, RS, DR). 
W'atertoul—The annual wintering waterfowl cen- 
s for California was taken Jan. 1 and 2 by 90 state 
ind federal employees. The census was made with the 
se of 4 airplanes and a U. S. Coast Guard helicopter 
shich carried 14 expert observers over the waterfowl 
sintering areas. Estimates were arrived at from aerial 
shotographs of large concentrations and visual esti- 
nates of scattered birds. Tape recorders were used for 
o-the-spot recording and later transcribed to data 
xeets for analysis. The survey concluded that some 
5,297,000 ducks, geese, swans, coots were present in 
the State. This represented a decrease from last year’s 
winter inventory of 5,825,000 birds and the previous 
ears 5,682,000 birds. Most encouraging was the 
report of a total of more than 25,000 Whistling 
Swans, a marked increase over last year’s total of 
{,000. This may have been in part due to the severe 
vinter experienced in Oregon, Washington, and 
ithwestern Canada. The total number of ducks 
unted in the 2-day survey was 4,035,000, a slight 
ecrease from the 4,189,000 recorded last year and a 
marked decrease from the previous year’s 4,206,000. 
The more common species were totaled (where pos- 
sible) as follows: Pintail, 2,080,000—up 132,000; 
Am. Widgeon, 625,000—down 19,000; Mallard, 
520,000—down 217,000 (very bad); Shoveller, 
27,000; Green-winged Teal, 167,000; Lesser Scaup 
23,000 (no doubt includes hundreds of Greater, but 
way of determining how many); Ruddy Ducks, 
00; and 534,000 Am. Coots. The total goose 
population was estimated at 702,000 which was a 
ght increase over last year’s 696,000. Snow Geese 
s usual were the dominant birds, followed closely by 
Vhite-fronted, and then Canada Geese (principally 
Cackling race). The population of Ross's Geese 
s estimated at 3600 birds. These results together 
n breeding-bird surveys and waterfowl-kill reports 
P to set the annual waterfowl shooting regulations. 
‘ne wintering population for the Southern Pacific 
ist Region as a whole was just slightly below 
wrmal and well distributed over suitable areas. 
ght Whistling Swans were at Lake Hughes, Feb. 6, 
ad remained for several weeks (J. H. Comby); three 
“ore swans appeared at China Lake at the end of 
Uecember and remained there for a month (Donald 
". Moore, Carl Heller, Hayden and Sue Pitman), 
‘2a single bird was at Irvine Lake, Jan. 2 (John 
“montano). Flocks of Canada Geese were widely 
" ted, but in the Imperial Valley were about 50% 
“4st year with a peak of 1100 in December (which 
uded 20 Cackling Geese). It was determined that 
a flock which normally winters at the Salton 
: femained in Wyoming this winter (Ed. J. 


yNeil] 
_ cl). The winter population of Black Brant on 
“sion Bay and San Diego Bay was 2100 birds. Six 


brant at Point Mugu, Jan. 24 (BMH) had increased 
to 180 by March 20 (MS, AS). Black Brant on Morro 
Bay were at about normal numbers (13,500). A 
single White-fronted Goose was near San Diego, 
Dec. 26 (SDAS); another was at Malibu Creek, 
March 7 and 21 (BMH) and a small flock flew over 
Santa Barbara, Dec. 1 (Tom Bard). In the Imperial 
Valley, White-fronted Geese were about 80% of 
last year's population with a peak of 1800 there on 
Dec. 3 (EJO'N). Snow Geese in the Imperial Valley 
showed the same population trend of a year ago with 
a peak of about 10,000 birds early in December 
(EJO'N). Several Ross’s Geese were again reported 
from the Imperial Valley from December through 
February with two definitely known to have been 
killed by hunters, and a single Blue Goose was seen 
on Dec. 19 and remained until mid-February 
(EJO'N). For the Region as a whole, almost all of 
the dabbling species of ducks were about in normal 
numbers, although peaks for many species were not 
reached until late in the winter. Numbers of winter- 
ing ducks on Lakes Norconian and Mathews were 
high as 3500 Pintail on Lake Mathews on Jan. 9 
(MS, AS); 4200 Am. Widgeon were on Lake Nor- 
conian on Jan. 8 and 3200 on Feb. 5 (Ep.). In the 
Imperial Valley a peak of 34,000 Am. Widgeon was 
reached in late January, and a peak of 10.900 Pintail 
on Dec. 16. The peak populations ot Stoveller 
(10,000) and Green-winged Teal (9500) slightly 
exceeded last year’s population. The winter status of 
Cinnamon Teal, and Mallard in the Imperial Valley 
remained unchanged (EJO’N). There was an en- 
couraging increase in Wood Ducks throughout the 
Region; a pair was at Arroyo Burro slough near 
Santa Barbara, Oct. 28 (fide Ralph M. Colcord); a 
pair each at Westlake and Lincoln Parks in Los 
Angeles, Dec. 6 (BMH); a drake and 2 females at 
Murray Lake near San Diego, Dec. 10 (C. H. Chan- 
ning); 2 at Corona during the winter (Norman H. 
Mellor) ; and a pair returned to Fairmont Lake, River- 
side, after an absence of 3 years (Ethel West). A 
male Blue-winged Teal was banded at the Salton Sea 
National Wildlife Refuge, Feb. 21, by William 
Anderson (fide EJO'N}. Eleven Fulvous Tree-ducks 
were first found at the Salton Sea Refuge, Feb. 14 
(EJO'N) and 9 were seen near there, March 12 
(RS, RPE, VR, DR). All of the Aythya showed a 
noticeable increase over last winter. Ring-necked 
Ducks in particular were up in numbers. Especially 
notable were groups of 110 Ring-necks near Red- 
lands, Dec. 30 (San Bernardino Valley Audubon So- 
ciety) and 35 birds at Cuyamaca Lake, Feb. 20 (Mr. 
and Mrs. Burgess W. Heacox). Single Greater Scaups 
were found at Westlake Park, Los Angeles and Bolsa 
Chica Lagoon, Jan. 13 (JHC). The upswing of the 
Am. Golden-eye as a winter visitant to this Region 
was emphasized this winter by small’ scattered groups 
throughout the Region and a very large concentration 
at the Salton Sea. Scattered Am. Golden-eyes were 
reported at Ballona Creek, Playa del Rey, Malibu 
Creek, Agua Hedionda Lagoon, Point Mugu and 
Cuyamaca Lake. In the San Diego area, Am. Golden- 
eyes were present in numbers on San Diego Bay, 
Mission Bay, small inland ponds, and Sweetwater 
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Lake. Up to 15 were on San Diego Bay, Dec. 19 
(James E. Crouch, Lt. Jg Burt L. Munroe). At the 
Salton Sea they were recorded in unprecedented num- 
bers as more than 1200 were present in late De- 
cember (EJO'N). Surf Scoters were well distributed 
along the coast with large concentrations at Corona 
del Mar (7090), Dec. 28 (Orange County Audubon 
Society), and about 7400 near San Diego, Dec. 26 
(SDAS). White-winged Scoters were scarce but Am. 
Scoters (usually very rare) were recorded a number 
of times as follows: 17 were seen offshore of Silver 
Strand Beach near San Diego, Dec. 26 (CHC); a 
female was at Malibu Creek, Jan. 29 (MS, AS), and 
3 at Huntington Beach, Feb. 5 (MS, AS, DR, RS). 
Birds of Prey —Two California Condors were seen 
in the Figueroa Mountain area near Santa Barbara, 
Nov. 21 (fide RMC). White-tailed Kites were 
happily reported from many areas of the Region, 
most notably from the San Luis Rey Valley (4), 
March 20 (DR, VR, RPE): from the Santa Barbara 
area, Feb. 28 and March 7 (fide RMC); 10 from 
the Corona area (NHM); and 15 in parts of Orange 
County, Dec. 28 (OCAS). Golden Eagles were 
widely reported from many localities with as many 
as 5 near Corona, Jan. 23 (NHM). Bald Eagles 
(scarce everywhere) were reported as _ follows: 
Modjeska Canyon (1) Dec. 20 (Fern Zimmerman); 
Big Bear Lake (2) Jan. 2 (JHC); Lake Mathews 
(2) Jan. 9 (MS, AS); and Irvine Lake (2) Feb. 6 
(FR, Arnold Lane). Ferruginous Hawks were plenti- 
ful and well scattered and there was a definite flight 
of Rough-legged Hawks this winter. They were re- 
ported from Upper Newport Bay (11). Dec. 28 
(JT); north of San Diego (1), March 19; Little 
Sespe Canyon (1), March 22 (DR, VR, RPE); and 
on the Corrizo Plain (Santa Barbara Audubon So- 
ciety). A disturbing report from Eleanor A. Pugh 
stated that turkey farmers in the Ramona area of 
San Diego Co. were conducting a campaign against 
the Red-shouldered Hawks on the assumption that 
they were depredatory to young turkeys. Peregrine 
Falcons, whose status must be most carefully watched 
in California, and indeed everywhere, were seen as 
follows: Santa Barbara Botanical Gardens (1), Sept. 
19 (fide RMC); San Diego (2), Dec. 26 (SDAC); 
and Carbon Canyon near Pomona (1), March 6 
(Richard Holmes). The only wintering Pigeon Hawks 
reported were near San Diego (3) Dec. 26 (SDAS) 
and near Pasadena (2) Dec. 29 (fide Arthur Barr). 
A most alarming situation has been brought to light 
recently concerning the rapid development of young, 
unskilled, and unqualified falconers. These people 
(mostly teen-age boys) have begun to make them- 
selves known in many parts of the southland by their 
tactics of robbing established hawks’ nests of nestlings. 
It should be cautioned that if the reader is aware of 
the location of amy hawk or owl nest, it should not 
be revealed to anyone (even of the best-intentioned ) 
on the premise that that particular nest would no 
longer be safe. As many as 9 Horned Owls were 
found in northeastern Orange Co., Jan. 2, and as 
many as 10 Burrowing Owls were found near coastal 
Orange County, Dec. 28 (OCAS). Short-eared Owls, 
now always an unexpected find in our Region, were 
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recorded from central and coastal Orange Co, (11). 
Dec. 28 (OCAS), and from the Baldwin Hills jp 
Los Angeles (2), Dec. 26 (James F. Clements). 4 
Long-eared Owl, always a difficult bird to find in thi 
Region, was at Cowles Mountain near San Dieg 
March 15 (JDC). Pygmy Owls were reported from 
near San Luis Obispo in December (John & Mabe 
Gillespie) and the Santa Ynez Valley, Feb. 20 (é¢, 
RMC). 

Quail, Pigeons, and Doves.—Many Ring-necked 
Pheasants have spread out of the areas in which 
planted into areas not before utilized by them. Roc 
Partridges were common in Grapevine Canyon nea; 
China Lake (Donald W. Moore) and others found 
their way into Palm Canyon, Borrego Desert, frop 
releases on Mount San Jacinto (5), March > 
(MS, AS). Mountain Quail first appeared at the 
feeders of the Tucker Bird Sanctuary, Feb. 11, and 
came regularly thereafter (FZ). More quail and 
pheasants than in previous years were reported from 
the Audubon Center of Southern California (AS) 
Chinese Spotted Doves continued to increase and 
spread throughout the southland. They were well. 
established in the Lemon Grove and Spring Valles 
areas of San Diego (BLM) and in Corona the 
spread into citrus and avocado groves (NHM). Band. 
tailed Pigeons ranged in widely scattered flocks 
throughout most of the higher mountain areas from 
Palomar Mountain and Mount San Jacinto through 
the San Gabriels and San Bernardinos to the Teh: 
chapis. Nowhere were they congregated in grez 
flocks. 

Cranes, Rails, and Shorebirds—-More than 120 
Sandhill Cranes again wintered on the Corrizo Plain 
of eastern San Luis Obispo County, while none were 
reported from the Imperial Valley—an outgrowth of 
their progressive decline there in recent years. There 
is some evidence that more and more cranes att 
wintering on the Corrizo Plain and this may in part 
account for their decline in the Imperial Valley. Wis- 
tering shorebirds were present in good numbers « 
most coastal areas except near Laguna (FR) anc 
Palos Verdes (CMcB). Much of the mudflat at the 
south end and along the southeastern shore of th 
Salton Sea was inundated by the rising waters of the 
Sea and shorebirds were absent from many former 
choice localities there; however, they gathered 
the thousands in the flooded fields of the Imper 
Valley. Black Oyster-catchers, not usually found 00 
the mainland much south of Point Lobos were neat 
San Luis Obispo early in January (JG, MG) anc- 
were at Shell Beach, Jan. 2 (MS, AS). A singe 
Am. Golden Plover was carefully identified « 
Mission Bay, Dec. 26 (Ken Stott, ef al.). After being 
unrecorded last winter, Mountain Plover were age 
found near the south end of the Salton Sea. Seventess 
wintered on the Salton Sea National Wildlife Retus 
through December and January (EJO'N) and floc 
(?) were seen south of Niland, Dec. 18 (Mance 
Wilson). Wilson’s Snipe seemed up again this wit 
ter as they were widely reported and in good numbdet 
Eighteen were found near San Diego, “ey 
(SDAS); 6 were near Los Angeles, Dec. 26 ail 
Audubon Society); 6 were at the A idubon Cente 





¢ Southern California, Dec. 29 (fide AB); 6 were 
: Imperial State Waterfowl Refuge, Feb. 19 (MS, 
4s, RS, DR) and 2 were found in south Los Angeles, 
c.4 14 (BMH). The largest concentration of Long- 
silled Curlews found was a group of more than 
10) five miles east of Santa Barbara, March 6 (fide 
MC). Willets were about normal with large flocks 
+ Malibu (3000+ ) Dec. 20 (MS, AS); 1255 near 
sin Diego, Dec. 26 (SDAS); 2698 from Seal to 
Huntington Beach, Dec. 28 (OCAS), and 1299 at 
Plava del Rey, Dec. 26 (Ep.). Lesser Yellow-legs, 
wavs a rare bird in winter in this Region, were at 
Huntington Beach (5), Dec. 28 (OCAS) ; San Diego 
(3). Dec. 26 (SDAS); and near Pasadena (1), Dec. 
9 (ide AB). An unprecedented count of 101 Red 
Knots was made near San Diego, Dec. 28 (SDAS), 
xhile to the north the only bird reported was one at 
Upper Newport Bay, Jan. 23 (MS, AS). The rare 
Pectoral Sandpiper was carefully identified at 
Upper Newport Bay, Dec. 26 (JT) and another was 
:Sandyland near Santa Barbara, Oct. 31 (fide RMC). 
There was a great influx of Red-backed Sandpipers 
uring the winter with a large flock of more than 
3300 birds on Upper Newport Bay, Jan. 23 (MS, 
AS), and 1472, Dec. 28 (OCAS) at Seal Beach. 
Elsewhere in the Region they were reported as very 
numerous. Am. Avocets were up. As many as 501 
were near San Diego, Dec. 26 (SDAS); 169 near 
Huntington Beach, Dec. 28 (OCAS) and more than 
s) on Upper Newport Bay, Feb. 5 (MS, AS). Black- 
necked Stilts (rare in winter) were near San Diego 
(3), Dec. 26 (SDAS); at the Salton Sea Refuge 
(2), Jan. 23 (RS), and a single bird at Bate- 
quitas Lagoon, north of San Diego. March 7 (MS, AS, 
RS). Many Northern Phalaropes lingered late into 
fall and early winter. A single bird remained as late 
is Dec. 12 at Upper Newport Bay (FR) and another 
was at Playa del Rey, Dec. 26 (Ep.). Large numbers 
{ both Red and Northern Phalaropes were present 
n San Diego Bay as late as Jan. 2 with as many 
300 on Dec. 19 (fide Lt. Jg BLM). Twenty-five 
Red Phalaropes were still present, Dec. 26, on San 
Diego Bay (SDAS). 
Gulls, and Terns.—A large flight of 
uegers was observed near San Diego with as many 
as 25 Parasitic Jaegers seen at one time in November. 
tight Parasitic’ Jaegers were present in that area, Dec. 
6 (BLM, CHC). More evidence of an early No- 
ember jaeger flight were Parasitic Jaegers on Nov. 7 
nd one more on Nov. 11 at Playa del Rey (Ep.). It 
48 just at this time that the southern California 
ast was experiencing gale-like winds from the west 
¥ northwest and this probably forced the jaegers 
“wards the mainlaiid. Of particular interest was the 
port by Lt. Jg B.’L. Munroe that an adult female 
Japanese Black-tailed Gull (Larus crassirostris) was 
‘und on Nov 26 ‘on San Diego Bay and collected 
¥ fim, Nov. 28. This constitutes the first-known 
th American record for this species and opens the 
‘tor speculation as to how such a relatively land- 
rs bird might have contrived to cross 5500 miles 
“ “Most open ocean. A possibility that at once sug- 
‘sted itself was that as American naval vessels were 
tunually plying between Japan and the United 
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States, the gull might well have followed or have 
been induced to follow (as is more likely) a vessel 
bound for the Navy Yard at San Diego from the 
Orient. Perhaps we shall never know, but cases of 
sea birds being adopted as “‘pets’’ on such vessels 
are well known. There were no typhoons reported 
from the Pacific area at that time; however, winds of 
gale velocity were blowing from the WNW. As 
many as 855 Bonaparte’s Gulls were at San Diego, 
Dec. 26 (SDAS) and a single bird reached the 
Salton Sea on March 12 (RS). Short-billed Gulls 
arrived late and were very scarce south of Laguna. 
It was reported that the numerous large flocks of 
gulls usually found in the San Gabriel Valley in 
winter were missing (AS). Elegant Terns were pres- 
ent by the hundreds at San Diego in the fall and 2 
remained as late as Dec. 1 (the latest yet recorded) 
(BLM). Three Common Terns were near San Diego, 
Dec. 26 (KS, et al.). No alcids were reported for 
the entire winter season. 

Goatsuckers, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—It is 
dificult to know how to interpret the appearance of 
Poor-wills during the winter. Are they non-hibernat- 
ing residents, recently-awakened hibernants, or early 
migrants? Without doubt some Poor-wills do spend 
the winter in our Region, but do they a// hibernate? 
Data are so limited and sketchy that it is difficult to 
draw logical conclusions. A fully dormant (hibernat- 
ing) Poor-will was kept in a cool place at the Audu- 
bon Center of Southern California and was under 
continuous close observation by Alma Stultz, Director. 
A Poor-will was heard calling from the Hollywood 
Hills, North Los Angeles, Dec. 26 (LAAS). A 
Poor-will first appeared in Modjeska Canyon, Feb. 11 
(FZ) (possibly a migrant) and much more observing 
must be done to learn whether the calling of these 
birds during the winter is correlated with the warm 
weather. A single Lesser Nighthawk seen near San 
Diego, Dec. 26 (Paul Popejoy), constitutes one of 
the very few winter records. A number of wintering 
hummingbirds (other than Annas) were present, 
probably due to the mild winter weather. Black- 
chinned Hummingbirds were present as follows: 9 
at Los Angeles, Dec. 26 (LAAS); 1 near San Ber- 
nardino, Dec. 26 (fide Ethel West); and 4 near 
Pasadena, Dec. 29 (fide AB). What may have been 
a wintering Costa’s Hummingbird was at upper 
Newport Bay feeding at Tree Tobacco (Nicotinia 
glauca) flowers, Jan. 23 (Ep.). A Yellow-shafted 
Flicker was found during the very heavy flicker 
migration through China Lake in October (DWM); 
and another was at Lemon Grove, San Diego, Feb. 5 
(Mrs. M. H. Thornburgh). There was again a small 
southward movement of Lewis's Woodpeckers which 
was somewhat heavier than the flight last winter. Two 
birds were at the summit of Mount Wilson, Dec. 18 
(MS, AS); 6 were near Redlands, Dec. 30 (SBVAS) ; 
1 was at Big Bear Lake, Jan. 2 (JHC); a small flock 
near La Laguna Rancho, Nov. 21 (SBAS); a flock 
of 15 near Coarsegold (slightly north of this Region), 
March 27 (DR, VR, RPE). 

Flycatchers, Swallows—Cassin’s Kingbirds win- 
tered in greater numbers than for many years. Most 
of the birds were from Orange and San Diego Coun- 
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ties. Eight Cassin’s Kingbirds were near San Diego, 
Dec. 26 (SDAS); 12 were near Escondido, Dec. 31 
(Sidney S. Doner); 1 was at Pauma Valley, Jan. 1 
(Eleanor Beemer); 1 was near Loma Linda in Feb- 
ruary (Ethel West); 3 near San Dieguito Reservoir, 
Feb. 3 (FR); and a single bird, Feb. 9, in Ramona 
(EAP). Wintering Ash-throated Flycatchers were 
reported from two localities: 1, Dec. 26, near Hemet 
(fide E. Loomis) and another near Pasadena, Dec. 
29 (fide AB). At least 4 Empidonax flycatchers win- 
tered near San Diego from Dec. 26 until Jan. 10. The 
one best studied was probably a Gray; and another 
one, very yellowish, was probably a Western (Mau- 
reen Heraty, Mrs. Wm. C. Scholl, E. C. Trowbridge, 
BLM). A Vermilion Flycatcher was near San Diego, 
Dec. 26 (SDAS) and a pair was again near Mecca 
during January but left early in February (Cecilia 
Foulkes). This is somewhat of a decline for this 
species. Thousands of Tree Swallows spent part of 
the winter near Lake Murray and Sweetwater Reser- 
voir, San Diego Co., during February and March 
(JEC), and wintering Violet-green Swallows were 
at San Marcos Pass near Santa Barbara (fide RMC); 
near Escondido (225 on Dec. 31, SSD), and near 
Chatsworth Reservoir (BMH). 

Jays through Thrashers —Pifion Jays were fairly 
common on Pifion Flat and near Idyllwild on Mount 
San Jacinto during the winter (RS). Forty-one were 
there on Feb. 20 (MS, AS, RS, DR). More than 20 
Verdins congregated in a small area in Indian Gorge, 
Anza Desert State Park, Feb. 17 (Mr. & Mrs. BWH), 
and a single Verdin was in the greater Los Angeles 
area where they are practically unknown, Dec. 26 
(LAAS). Red-breasted Nuthatches were reported 
from lowland areas at San Luis Obispo in Decem- 
ber (JG, MG) and near Los Angeles, Dec. 26 
(LAAS). A Brown Creeper reached the lowlands of 
San Diego County at Pauma Valley, Jan. 1 (EB). 
An Am. Dipper was seen near Idyllwild, Dec. 26 
(fide EL). The rare Winter Wren was near Hemet 
(1), Dec. 26 (fide EL), and a pair was near Falls- 
vale in the San Bernardino Mountains at 6000 feet 
during December (John D. Goodman). Cafion 
Wrens may still be seen atop Morro Rock on Morro 
Bay where two or three pairs are resident. The only 
Sage Thrashers reported for the winter were near 
San Bernardino (1), Dec. 26 (fide EW) and in 
Palm Canyon wash near Palm Springs (3) Feb. 20 
(MS, AS, RS, DR). 

Thrushes, Kinglets, Waxwings.—In direct contrast 
to last winter great flocks of robins descended on the 
lowlands during the winter season. Many scattered 
flocks arrived in December but thousands more 
arrived very suddenly in late January. Some areas 
had very few robins for almost the entire winter 
when suddenly great flocks would arrive, feed, strip 
the bushes and trees of their fruit and move on. 
Almost no robins were found in the mountain areas 
in late December and very few were reported from 
such areas as Corona, Pauma Valley, and San Diego. 
Large flocks of robins were reported as follows: 
thousands were near Redlands throughout the winter 
(JDG); 1180 were counted in the Los Angeles area, 
Dec. 26 (LAAS) with many flocks feeding in the 
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city (Bessie M. Pope); 400 were on the foothills oj 
Mount San Jacinto, Dec. 26 (fide EL); a large flock 
descended on Banning in late winter and fed op 
fallen olives (Belle Wilson); a flock of 600 appeared 
in Laguna Canyon, Feb. 21 (FR); more than 19 
came to Rolling Hills, Feb. 21 (Donald M. Fy. 
coner); flocks of hundreds appeared in North Holly. 
wood, Feb. 23 (MW); 300 were in Los Angeles and 
were also observed feeding on olives, Feb. > 
thousands more were at Chatsworth Reservoir, Fd 
28 (BMH); and 2-3000 were in the Palos Verde 
area throughout the winter (CMcB). It was interes: 
ing to note that after an initially large flight in De 
cember a second and larger wave of robins reached 
the southland during Feb. 21, 22, and 23 and added 
to the swarms already present. Since the mountain 
areas had virtually no robins at this time the second 
group must have been composed of birds from 
farther north in the state which worked their wa 
south through the Central Valley and along the 
coast. Hermit Thrushes were also very numerous 
throughout the Region during the winter. After : 
poor flight last year Varied Thrushes again wintered 
in fair numbers in southern California. Golden 
crowned Kinglets were reported from Los Angeles 
(1), Dec. 26 (LAAS), and a single bird was x 
Golden Hills Park, San Diego, from Dec. 25 unti 
Jan. 10 (G. W. Scholl). Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were very common winter visitants and they were 
reported as extremely abundant along the eastem 
Sierra water courses where in many places they were 
the commonest land bird (DWM). As many 
50-60 wintered in small areas near Los Angeles 
Pauma Valley, Pasadena, Banning, and on the foot- 
hills of Mount San Jacinto. The great flight of robins 
was closely associated with a large influx of Cedar 
Waxwings. Great mixed flocks would often be found 
feeding together. The waxwings arrived in force to- 
wards the end of December and steadily increased 
in numbers, reaching a peak and leveling-off in late 
February. Many berry-bearing shrubs, Pyracantha is 
particular, were stripped of their fruit by these wan 
dering flocks which could even be found in the parks 
of downtown Los Angeles. A group of 30 Bohem- 
ian Waxwings was found among the hundreds ot 
Cedar Waxwings wintering at China Lake (DWM) 

Vireos, Warblers—A single Blue-headed Vireo 
near Los Angeles, Dec. 26 (LAAS), represents 0m 
of the very few known winter occurrences of %' 
bird in our Region. Audubon’s Warblers were ven 
numerous throughout the winter but Orange-crownt: 
Warblers were scarce in many areas. Myrtle Wamies 
were seen in San Diego during December and Janu 
ary (BLM) and 3 were seen on Dec. 26 (SDAS) 
Two were at Rosario Park, Santa Barbara, Jaa. - 
(fide RMC) and another was near the Alamo Rive! 
at the south end of the Salton Sea, Jan. 2 (JT; Rh 
WL). The only Am. Redstart reported was from - 
south end of the Salton Sea, Jan. 2, where it ™ 
spent the winter (JT). For the third year in 
cession a Painted Redstart spent the winter i — 
Creek Canyon of the San Bernardino Mountains. ~ 
bird appeared in December, remained until -— 
March, and was seen and photographed by scores “ 





bcervers. It fed on doughnuts which were placed out 
for it (EW). Almost no Townsend's Warblers win- 
red. A Nashville Warbler (extremely rare in 
sinter) was near San Diego, Dec. 26 (SDAS, BLM, 
Maureen Heraty) and a Black-throated Gray Warbler 
(occasional in winter) was near Los Angeles, Dec. 
6 (LAAS). Two Black-capped Warblers were near 
Pasadena, Dec. 29 ( fide AB). 
Orioles, Tanagers—A number of of 3 
species remained through the winter in the southland. 
4 Bullock's Oriole was near Hillcrest Country Club, 
los Angeles, Dec. 26 (Dorothy E. Groner) and 
qother was at Mecca, Jan. 22 (RS). Five Hooded 
Orioles (3 Qs and 2 imm. és) were present at a 
feeding station in Spring Valley, San Diego, until 
id-January (Ethelwyn H. Putnam, fide BLM); an- 
ther was in Los Angeles, Dec. 26 (LAAS); and a 
single male was near Palm Springs, Feb. 23 (CF). 
Another Scott's Oriole was at the same locality in 
Pauma Valley as recorded on Jan. 1, 1954. On Jan. 
% there were 2 male Scott's Orioles there and both 
d left by March 9 (EB). Summer Tanagers were 
“en at three localities. A young male was at Long 
Beach Recreational Park, Nov. 17 (JT, Pat Gould); 
female was at a feeding station in Laguna Beach, 
Feb. 12 (E. Tigert, fide FR): and a third was near Los 
Angeles, Jan. 2-6 (Mrs. Cornelius Willis, fide AS). 
Finches and Sparrows.—A_ single male _ Black- 
eaded Grosbeak was in Pauma Valley during late 
December and January (EB). There was a large 
fight of Evening Grosbeaks from the north into the 
igher San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains. 
Twenty-two were at Buckhorn Flats, Nov. 22 
(DEG) and a flock of more than 100 birds was near 
Big Bear Lake through the winter. A few Red Cross- 
uills wandered south to Camp Angeles in the San 
Bernardino Mountains (fide EW). Cassin’s Finches 
were recorded in the lowlands at Los Angeles, Dec. 
26 (LAAS) and San Diego (1 at Presidio Park from 
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Nov. 11 until Dec. 19-BLM). Green-tailed Towhees 
wintered at Pauma Valley (1) (EB); San Diego (1) 
(SDAS); and near Pasadena (1) (fide AB). Low- 
land areas were visited by wandering flocks of 
Lawrence's Goldfinches at various times during the 
winter. There was an influx of the rare juncos (Slate- 
colored, Pink-sided, and Gray-headed). Slate-colored 
Juncos were present as follows: 1, Nov. 26, Mill 
Creek Canyon (JT); 4, Dec. 29, near Pasadena 
(fide AB); 1, El Monte Park, Lakeside (BLM); 
1, Feb. 4, Descarso (Mr.&Mrs.BWH), and 1, Feb. 
27, Griffith Park, Los Angeles (DEG). Two of the 
Pink-sided race of the Oregon Junco were near Red- 
lands, Dec. 30 (SBVAS). The very rare Gray-headed 
Junco was at Redlands (1), Dec. 30 (SBVAS); Los 
Angeles (1), Dec. 26 (LAAS); and Cuyamaca 
Rancho State Park (2), Jan. 14 (BLM, CHC); 
Brewer's Sparrows in the lowlands for the winter 
were near San Diego (several) from Dec. 12 to Dec. 
26 (BLM, ef al.) and in Laguna Beach (several) 
Feb. 25 (FR, Robert Hutchins). A  Black-chinned 
Sparrow (rare in winter) was near Los Angeles, 
Dec. 26, (LAAS). The very rare Harris’s Sparrow 
came to a feeder at the Tucker Bird Sanctuary, Feb. 
26-28 (FZ). Golden-crowned and White-crowned 
Sparrows were relatively abundant throughout the 
winter. A White-throated Sparrow appeared at a 
feeder in Pauma Valley, Feb. 2, and remained until 
mid-March (EB). Lincoln's Sparrows were numerous 
for a bird usually so difficult to find. Seven Grass- 
hopper Sparrows (now very local and erratic) were 
found within the city limits of Los Angeles, Dec. 26 
(LAAS). Three Vesper Sparrows were found on the 
foothills of Mount San Jacinto, Dec. 26 (fide EL). 
The exceedingly rare Swamp Sparrow was care- 
fully identified at Mecca, March 12 (RS, DR, RPE) 
and represents one of the very few modern records 
for the bird—ARNOLD SMALL, 583844 W. 88th St., 
Los Angeles 45, Calif. 


OF FALL MIGRATION 


We wish to thank all observers who submitted spring migration records in response to the request on 
the back page of the February 1955 issue of Audubon Field Notes. Similar information on fall arrivals, peaks 
ad departure dates (together with number of individuals seen on each of these dates) is desired for the 


t lowing > 


22 species: Canada Goose, Mallard, Broad-winged Hawk, Wilson’s Snipe, Mourning Dove, Com- 


m n Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Crested Flycatcher, Catbird, Hermit Thrush, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Myrtle 
Warbler, Red-wing, Baltimore Oriole, Purple (including Bronzed) Grackle, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Eve- 
ung Grosbeak, Slate-colored Junco, Am. Tree Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, 


and Fox Sparrow. 


ATTENTION MOON WATCHERS 
‘all Full-moon Dates: August 3, September 1, October 1, October 31, November 28 


EXpe 


tienced observers may choose any date in the two-week period surrounding the full moon. 


““W participants should limit work to period from two nights before the full moon until 
“Onights after the full moon. 
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WINTER BIRD POPULATION STUDY 
Edited by Haven Kolb 


LIST OF STUDIES 


A. Eastern Canada 
Fields 
City Ravine 
“Scrub Bottomland,” Forest Edge 
and River Ontario 
‘““Beech—Hemlock—Maple Forest’ ..Ontario 
B. North Atlantic States 
5. Slashed White Pine Forest ... 
6. Reservoir, Cultivated Field and 
Mixed Habitats in Metropolitan 
Rhode Island 
. .Connecticut 
Connecticut 


.....Maine 


7. Central—Northern Hardwood 
8. Hemlock Forest 
9. Mixed Hardwood—Hemlock 
MME ene oer Eas costninscial d6 New York 
Middle Atlantic States 
10. Mixed Oak and Hemlock 
MNMIN ak aie icra aya as eSlaus. asa New Jersey 
11. Fresh-water Ponds and Shrub 
Swamp Borders 
12. River Valley Habitat 
13. Mixed Farmland 
14. Shrubby Field 
15. Mixed Habitat 
16. Mixed Oak Forest 
South Atlantic States 
17. Pasture with Stream Virginia 
18. Stubble Fields (Strip Cropped)... Virginia 
19. Virginia Pine-Shortleaf Pine 
Forest Virginia 
20. Hardwood-Softwood Forest. North Carolina 
Zt. North Carolina 


HIS YEAR we have more Winter Bird Counts 
© than ever before. Although a few areas, long 

studied and grown familiar to readers of this 
series, are unfortunately missing, there are a number 
of new areas of considerable interest. In particular 
we might call attention to the two reports from 
British Columbia and two from Florida, increasing 
our geographical breadth as well as adding to our 
ecological diversity. 

Reports such as these would rank low on any 
journalistic test of readability; yet they are far more 
replete than any Perry Mason or Ellery Queen thriller 
with clues to mysteries, few of which have even 
reached the stage of clarification which permits them 
to be stated. Hence it is impossible for an editor to 
grasp in the short time at his disposal more than a 
glimpse of the implications hidden in the data and 
awaiting the careful student. Three points, however, 
seem to require mentioning this year. 


New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania 

Maryland 
Maryland 


22. Sheltered Beach ....... ... «Florida 
23. Mixed Palmetto—Scrub Grassland. . . Florid; 
North Central States 
2¢ Upland Deciduous Forest a 
23. ..... Indiana 
26. Mature Mixed Hardwood Forest. . Illinois 
27. Grazed Stream Bottomland . +» «Hlinojs 
28. Oak-Maple Forest and Forest Edge. Illinois 
29. Shrubby Field and Forest Edge ... Illinois 
30. City Park 
South Central States 
31. Upland Pine and Pine—Oak ..... Arkansas 
32. Southern Oak—Pine Bottomland. . Arkansas 
High Plains and Rocky Mountain States 
33. Open Ponderosa Pine Forest.South Dakota 
34. Floodplain Deciduous Forest ...Nebraska 
35. Upper Foothills, Ponderosa Pine. .Colorad 
36. Immature Lodgepole Pine ......Colorad 
37. Immature Douglas Fir Forest. .. .Colorad 
38. Riverbottom Cottonwood 
Grove 
39. Conservancy Ditch 
40. Salt Flats 
Pacific Coast 
41. Douglas Fir-Western Red Cedar 
British Columbia 
42. Open Douglas Fir—Garry Oak- 
Modrofio Forest British Columbia 
43. Live Oak—California Laurel 
Hillside Woodland 
44. Ranchland with Encroaching 
Residences 


New Mexici 
.New Mexic 
.New Mexic 


. . .California 


. California 


All four Pacific Coast counts agree in reporting 
densities well beyond the average for most habitats 
in other parts of the continent with similar latitude 
Beidleman points out in his remarks concerning 
report No. 43 that the high density reported by him 
seems due to the fact that the area is an island of 
highly favorable habitat surrounded by large expans¢s 
of unfavorable habitat having, presumably, very lov 
densities. This suggests that the reported abundance 
of birds along the Pacific may be a sampling artifact, 
nevertheless, it is a facet of these reports which fas 
cinates one who has never visited the West Coast 

For many years Kendeigh has reported densities 0t 
forest-edge birds on a number-per-mile rather than 
an areal basis. This method seems to be the only log 
cal one for any strip habitat. It has been adopted this 
year in two cases: Wass’ Florida beach count ane 
Freeman’s count along a conservancy ditch im New 
Mexico. Figures are handled on exactly the sam 


trip, 
Phe; 
Wo 
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stub 
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plan as with areal densities. 

Such counts as these indicate that there is a wide 
horizon before us in habitats yet untouched by quan- 
titative studies of bird populations. At the same time 
we should emphasize that the most rewarding re- 


turns are to be garnered from long continued study 
of the same area. It is therefore gratifying to find 
this year two more reports presenting five-year sum- 
maries—HAVEN KOLB. 





1. FIELDS.—Location: Four miles north of 
Weston on Highway 400, Vaughan and North York 
Townships, York County, Ontario. Size: 50 acres, 
approximately (640 x 380 yards). Description of 
Area: Three rectangular fields, each roughly 16 
cres, separated from each other by a gravel side-road 
with grass-grown drainage ditches on each side, and 
a cart track, both running E-W. The area is bounded 
n three sides by fields and on the west side by 
Highway 400. The nearest woodlot is about %4 mile 
way. The north field consists of wheat stubble, about 
half of which has been ploughed in, the remainder 
about 1 ft. high. A small, shallow pond on the north 
edge with a few Cattail (Typha latifolia) heads was 
frozen throughout the census period. The center field 
has about 11 acres ploughed, the rest coarse grass- 
land; the south field has about 11 acres of coarse 
grassland, the rest a very closely cut legume mix. 
The coverage of coarse grasses averages about 2 ft. 
in height and is thickest in the south field. Among 
the seeded grass heads are the dead remains of Bull 
Thistle (Cirsium lanceolatum), Burdock (Arctium 
lappa), goldenrod (Solidago sp.), Chicory (Cichor- 
ium intybus) and Lucerne (Medicago sativa). A half 
acre strip at the west end of the south field had been 
spread with manure. Two of the E-W fences are 
timber snakefences, the one on the southern bound- 
ary overgrown with a few bushes, mostly hawthorns 
(Crataegus sp.) and some Raspberry (Rubus idaeus) 
canes, and has two heaps of old timber piled against 
t. All other fences on the plot are wire. Some 40 
trees are scattered along the margins of the fields, 
mostly at the south end, where there are some small 
White Pines (Pinus strobus). The deciduous trees are 
chiefly elms (Ul]mus sp.) and Sugar Maple (Acer 
ucharum). Scientific names from Gray's Manual of 
Botany, 7th Ed. Weather: The mean temperature 
during the period was 25.1°, with extremes of —9 
and 48°. The ground was covered with between 2 in. 
and 5 in. of snow throughout the census, covering 
the legume plot completely and leaving bare patches 
a the ploughed section. Coverage: Jan. 23, 29, 30; 
Feb. 5, 6, 12. Total: 6 trips, averaging 1 hour per 
Census: Snow Bunting, 25 (50); Ring-necked 
“neasant, 3 (6); Red-tailed Hawk, +; Downy 
Woodpecker, +. Average Total: 28 birds (density, 

» per 100 acres). Remarks: The density figure is 
Probably too high, as the Snow Buntings were a 
‘ingle flock of 150 birds which were feeding in thé 
stubble on Feb. 12, and which probably ranged very 
“idely. Similarly, the Red-tailed Hawk, seen hunting 
vet the south field on Feb. 6, probably covered an 


extensive area. The woodpecker was seen visiting the 
trees on the plot the same day. The pheasants were 
present on four occasions and ranged between the 
south field and a similar field just outside the plot, 
feeding across the manured strip and on burdock 
seeds along the fencerow. Mouse tracks were plen- 
tiful in the south field, especially around the wood 
piles, and some rabbit tracks were seen. There were 
no birds on the Jan. 23 visit. It would probably be 
necessary to cover a considerably wider area to gain 
an adequate picture of population densities in this 
type of habitat—Crive E. Goopwin, 38 Walsh 
Ave., Weston, Ontario. 


2. CITY RAVINE.—Location: Cedarvale Ra- 
vine, Toronto, Ontario. Size: 25 acres. Description 
of Area: See Audubon Field Notes, 8:274-5 (1954). 
Weather: Mean temperature during the census 
period was 25.1°, with extremes of —9° and 48°. 
Precipitation was slightly below average, with snow 
cover varying from nil up to 4 inches. The only sub- 
zero temperatures occurred during the first few days 
of February. The stream remained partially open 
throughout the period. Coverage: Dec. 11, 18, 25, 
26; Jan. 1, 15, 21, 24, 26, 27, 31; Feb. 5, 7, 19. 
Total: 14 trips, averaging 11/4 hours each. Census: 
Common Starling, 12 (48); Black-capped Chickadee, 
6 (24); House Sparrow, 6 (24); Slate-colored Junco, 
4 (16); Black Duck, 2 (8); Downy Woodpecker, 
2 (8); Blue Jay, 2 (8); Cardinal, 2 (8); Am. Gold- 
finch, 2 (8); Horned Owl, 1 (4); Am. Crow, 1 (4); 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (4); Hairy Woodpecker, 
1 (4); Sharp-shinned Hawk, +; Gray Shrike, +; 
Ring-necked Pheasant, +; Am. Robin, +; Mallard, 
+; Cooper's Hawk, +; Red-tailed Hawk, +. Aver- 
age Total: 42 birds (density, 168 per 100 acres). 
Remarks: The reduction in the total (from 52 last 
winter) is mainly due to the scarcity of goldfinches, 
which were seen on only four trips between Jan. 
15 and Feb. 7, the highest count being 10. Purple 
Finches, which made up over 10% of the total last 
year, were absent this year, in keeping with a notable 
scarcity of all winter finches in the Toronto area. The 
only species recorded on every trip was the Common 
Starling; its comparative abundance is likely due to 
the proximity of houses and the number of suitable 
roosting places available. Two known feeding stations 
were in use, but only House Sparrows and Slate- 
colored Juncos frequented them regularly. All other 
birds ranged freely throughout the census area. The 
increase in avian predators is interesting. Two Horned 
Owls were seen on the first visit, but only one there- 





after, it being last observed on Jan. 27. Evidence of 
predation in the form of fresh remains of a Ring- 
necked Pheasant and a Black Duck, was obtained on 
Jan. 26 and Feb. 5 respectively. The Horned Owl 
was probably responsible for the pheasant, but had 
left the ravine over a week before the Black Duck 
was discovered. The latter was found only a few 
minutes after it had been killed, and the presence 
of the wintering Red-tailed Hawk in a nearby tree 
suggested that it might well have been the culprit. 
—Don BurRTON (compiler) and Ray PANNELL, 
Toronto, Ontario. 


3. “SCRUB BOTTOMLAND,” FOREST 
EDGE AND RIVER.—Location: Humber River, 
Toronto, Ontario. Size: 44 acres (28 acres of land, 
16 acres of water). Description of Area: Since the 
description was given in Audubon Field Notes, 8:273 
(1954) the area has been subjected to severe flood- 
ing resulting from hurricane ‘Hazel,’ which devas- 
tated the river valley in October, 1954. The changes 
to the habitats can be summarized as follows. The 
river has changed its course in several places, in all 
adding about one acre to the census plot. The bot- 
tomland was swept almost completely clear of all 
trees and cover, leaving heaps of sand and rubble, 
which were bulldozed flat during cleanup operations. 
Cement rubble was tipped in places along the river 
bank in an attempt to reform the river bed, and 
several deep holes were dug, which have since filled 
with water. Only a few, thin, isolated clumps of 
willow scrub remain, except in the extreme south- 
east corner, where a group of mature willows and 
mixed scrub were sheltered from the main stream. 
A few larger trees withstood the flood and these 
have dense piles of brush and debris heaped against 
them. The wooded bank also has debris strewn along 
its base and among the bushes in the lower 10-15 ft., 
varying to the maximum height of the flood water. 
The river cut into the embankment at the north end, 
cutting off the path that ran along its base, con- 
sequently isolating the area more than previously. 
Weather: The mean temperature during the period 
was 25.1°, with extremes of -9° and 46°. Snowfall 
prior to late January was light, and never lay very 
long. There was a severe cold spell at the beginning 
of February, followed by 3 in. of snow, and the river 
was partially frozen at this time. The river above and 
below the census section had mainly frozen over by 
mid-January. Coverage: Dec. 19; Jan, 2, 15, 23, 29; 
Feb. 5. Total: 6 trips, averaging 11/4 hours per trip. 
Census: (WATER AREA): Black Duck/Mallard, 42 
(263); Herring Gull, 8 (50); Am. Golden-eye, 1 
(6); Ring-billed Gull, +. (LAND AREA): Common 
Starling, 3 (11); Slate-colored Junco, 3 (11); Blue 
Jay, 2 (7); Cardinal, 2 (7); Horned Owl, 1 (4); 
Black-capped Chickadee, 1 (4); Purple Finch, 1 (4); 
Ring-necked Pheasant, +; Downy Woodpecker, +; 
Gray Shrike, +; House Sparrow, +; Am. Tree 


Sparrow, +. Average Total: (WATER Arga) 5) 
birds (density, 319 per 100 acres); excluding Blak 
Duck/Mallard, 9 birds (density, 56 per 100 acres ) 
(LAND AREA) 10 birds (density, 46 per 100 acres) 
Remarks: For comments on the local Black Duc 
and Mallard populations, see Audubon Field Note; 
8:274 (1954). It is difficult to assess the extent to 
which the hurricane was responsible for the sharp 
decline in numbers from last year, as bird populations 
in the Toronto area seem to have been generally lower 
than usual this winter. The reduction in pheasant 
and Am. Tree Sparrow numbers and the absence of 
Song Sparrows are direct consequences of the flood 
The elimination of the floodplain trees also up. 
doubtedly influenced chickadee and woodpecker 
populations. The decrease in other land birds, which 
last year were chiefly associated with the ridge, is 
harder to account for, but may be explained in par 
by the more open winter and the generally lower 
populations remarked on above. However, all the 
birds seen seemed to be more confined to the gen- 
eral area of the feeding station than last year, and 
the Horned Owl and Gray Shrike were seen only in 
this section, which has the best cover and is the 
most sheltered part of the bank. The abrupt drop in 
water-bird population is apparently also a result of 
the hurricane although the other watercourses in 
the neighborhood did not freeze as early this year, 
which would affect the numbers of Black Ducks 
and Mallards. The river is now more uniformly 
shallow than previously, and this reduction in the 
number of deeper stretches is reflected in the drop in 
Am. Golden-eye, and may have affected the Black 
Duck and Mallard numbers also. Elimination of cover 
along the banks and reductions in the available food 
supply may be other factors influencing the situation, 
although the ducks seemed to spend more time loafing 
than feeding on this stretch of river last year. Don 
Burton assisted with the Jan. 29 census.—Cuive E 
GoopwINn, 38 Walsh Ave., Weston, Ontario. 


4. “BEECH-HEMLOCK-MAPLE FOREST.”"— 
Location: Strathgowan Wood, Toronto, Ontario 
Size: 20 acres. Description of Area: Described in 
Audubon Field Notes, 4:221 (1950) and further 
changes in 5:228 (1951), 6:215 (1952), 7:237 
(1953), 8:275 (1954). Continuing with the develop- 
ment of the area, 15 houses are built or are in the 
process of being built on the bulldozed half of the 
plot. But for three houses on its western extremity, 
the eastern ten acres remain essentially as described 
in 1953, though somewhat more overgrown wa 
Staghorn Sumach (Rhus typhina), Raspberry (Rubs 
idaeus), Red-osier Dogwood (Cornus stolonifera) 
and numerous weeds. Weather: A total of 36 ™ 
of snow fell during the census period; however, ® 
more than six inches were on the ground at any 
time. The average maximum temperature during 
census period was 34° and the average minimut 





as 21°. Coverage: Dec. 18; Jan. 1, 9, 13, 15, 19, 
3}: Feb. 13, 20. Nine trips. Hours per trip averaged 
1/3, Census: Slate-colored Junco, 3 (15); Ring- 
ae Pheasant, +; Hairy Woodpecker, +; Gray 
shrike, +. Total: On the basis of the fractional 
values obtained as the average number of birds per 
‘ip (on 20 acres), the total was 20 birds per 100 
ures. Remarks: The increase in food and cover in 
he eastern half of the area, has led to regular visita- 
ions of pheasants and juncos. On Jan. 19, a small 
«ls wing prints on the snow terminated a deer 
mouse’s tracks. It is hoped that the planting of trees 
ind shrubs around the houses in the otherwise barren 
half will, in the future, lead to an increase in num- 
bers of birds, if only House Sparrows and starlings. 
A five-year summary may be found in the Ontario 
Field Biologist (published annually).—Bristo. Fos- 
ter (Toronto Field Biologists Club), 136 Dawlish 


Ave. Toronto, Ontarto. 


5. SLASHED WHITE PINE FOREST.—Lo- 
cation: About 14 mile east of Webster Corner, Lis- 
bon, Maine. Size: 67 acres. Description of Area: 
See Audubon Field Notes, 6:317 (1952) and 7:356- 
3§7 (1953). The hurricanes blew down a large num- 
ber of the remaining trees that were in the open. 
Water: None open. Foop: No cones at all. The 
nly available seeds on the tract were from the 
mullein-stalks. Weather: The temperatures for the 
period were not severe, except for the last week. 
Average temperature during period 21°F. (extremes 
-14° to 48°). Snow on ground throughout period 
(at most 6 to 8 inches). Coverage: Dec. 18, 28, 29; 
jan. 4, 9, 10, 15, 22, 29; Feb. 5. Total: 10 trips, 
about 15 man-hours. Census: Black-capped Chicka- 
dee, 3 (4); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2 (3); Com- 
mon Redpoll, 2 (3); Ruffed Grouse, 1 (1); Eve- 
ning Grosbeak, 1 (1); Pine Grosbeak, 1 (1); Gos- 
awk, +; Pileated Woodpecker, +; Hairy Wood- 
pecker, +; Red-breasted Nuthatch, +; Brown 
Creeper, +; White-winged Crossbill, +. Average 
Total: 10 birds (density. 15 birds per 100 acres). 
Remarks: All of the sparrow and finch family were 
sown drastically in numbers except Pine Grosbeak 
ind Common Redpoll. The Pine Grosbeaks fed upon 
White Pine buds. The lack of cones is due to the 


"urricanes in the fall—DoucGLiass H. Morse, Star 
Koute, Lisbon, Me. 


6. RESERVOIR, CULTIVATED FIELD, 
AND MIXED HABITATS IN METROPOLITAN 
AREA.—Location: East Providence and Pawtucket, 
“node Island, and Seekonk, Massachusetts. Size: 365 
‘tes censused in 3 sections: uniform fresh-water 


Pond, 250 acres; uniform cultivated field, 15 acres; 
‘n¢ mixed habitats in margin of northern section of 

100 acres. History and Description of 
Area: Published in Audubon Field Notes, 5:231-232 
VL); 6:218-219 (1952); and 7:239-241 (1953). 


“RATHER CHANGES IN THE AREA DwuRING Two 


YEARS: Confirming our previous conclusions on glac- 
ial origin of gravel deposits and of an underground 
river, the 3 wells sunk in 1951 by East Providence 
continue to produce and Seekonk added a well on 
the opposite shore, relocated and widened approach 
road, cleared two survey lines, and landscaped a por- 
tion of the mixed habitats area. Hurricane “Carol” 
felled many of the larger oaks, tore off branches, 
drove water over banks, and apparently destroyed 
much duckweed and other aquatic plants. The ‘‘cul- 
tivated field’’ was not cultivated, not manured, and 
not used as pasture for cattle. A dump and incinera- 
tor are operating close by. Suburban population has 
multiplied within half-mile of study area on three 
sides. These changes influenced bird populations. 
Weather (U. S. Weather Bureau station shifted 
recently from Providence to Hillsgrove Airport): 
Precipitation below normal, with one heavy snow- 
storm, Dec. 21. Average temperature a little above 
normal. Warm, Dec. 27-Jan. 4. Normal and steady, 
Jan. 5-27. Steady cold with heavy ice formation, Jan. 
28-Feb. 3. Sudden thaw and steadily warm, Feb. 4-6. 
There were 6 days when temperature did not fall 
below 32°. On 10 days it never went above freezing 
and since 7 of them were consecutive, the “height of 
winter” lasted only one week but it had a striking 
effect on bird populations. Coverage: Dec. 19, 20, 
22. 24, 25, 27,. 28, 2, 3. Bt: Tm 4, 5. 4. 7, 8 FD 
10, 12, 15, 16, 17, 19, 26, 21, 22, 24, 26, 29, 30, 31; 
Feb. 2, 3, 5, 6. Total: 34 trips averaging 3 hours 45 
minutes in man-hours. For the water, there were 30 
visits averaging 1 hour 50 minutes each (9 in Dec., 
17 in Jan., and 4 in Feb.); 10 trips to the field, 
averaging 55 minutes each (1 in Dec., 9 in Jan., 0 in 
Feb.) ; 26 trips to mixed habitats margin covering 
entire area 10 times. This is subdivided into 5 distinct 
areas and usually only 2 were covered per day (8 
trips in Dec., 15 in Jan., and 3 in Feb.). One com- 
plete tour of 365 acres requires at least 2 hours for 
water, 1 hour for field, and 5 hours for mixed bor- 
ders. Sometimes 2-4 hours additional are desirable 
because of diurnal shifts in population. Census of 
Open Water (250 acres): Am. Merganser, 215 
(86); Black Duck, 171 (68); Herring Gull, 113 
(45); Am. Golden-eye, 14 (6); Mallard, 12 (5); 
Ruddy Duck, 5 (2); Great Black-backed Gull, 4 
(2); Pintail, 1 (+); Greater Scaup, 1 (+); Ring- 
billed Gull, 1 (+); Great Blue Heron, 1 (+); 
Fish Crow, 1 (+); Am. Widgeon, 1 (+); Belted 
Kingfisher, +; Hooded Merganser, +; Am. Coot, 
+; Pied-billed Grebe, +; Red-breasted Merganser, 
+; Lesser Scaup, +; Canada Goose, +; Mallard-Black 
Hybrid, +; a different Mallard Hybrid, +; an es- 
caped all-white duck, +. (The last two died here.) 
Average Total for Open Water: 540 birds (den- 
sity, 216 birds per 100 acres); 20 species, 2 hybrids, 
1 escaped domesticated bird. Census of Cultivated 
Field (15 acres): Mourning Dove, 19 (126); Am. 
Goldfinch, 7 (47); Slate-colored Junco, 6 (40); 





Am. Tree Sparrow, 3 (20); Ring-necked Pheasant, 
2 (13); Am. Crow (feeding locally, excluding others 
in flights overhead toward roost), 1 (7); Swamp 
Sparrow (2 immatures together for week after swamp 
froze), 1 (7); Song Sparrow, 1 (7); Long-eared 
Owl, +; Cooper’s Hawk, +; Am. Sparrow Hawk, 
+. Average Total for Cultivated Field: 40 birds 
(density, 267 birds per 100 acres); 11 species. 
Census of Mixed Habitats in Margin (100 acres): 
Slate-colored Junco, 34 (34); Am. Tree Sparrow, 
27 (27); Am. Crow (feeding locally), 7 (7); Song 
Sparrow, 7 (7); Black-capped Chickadee, 6 (6); 
House Sparrow, 5 (5); Mourning Dove, 5 (5); Com- 
mon Starling (feeding locally, excluding others feed- 
ing at nearby dump and roost flights), 4 (4); Blue 
Jay, 3 (3); Field Sparrow, 2 (2); Long-billed 
Marsh Wren, 2 (2); Ring-necked Pheasant, 2 (2); 
Swamp Sparrow, 2 (2); Pine Siskin, 2 (2); Com- 
mon Redpoll, 2 (2); Am. Goldfinch, 1 (1); Hairy 
Woodpecker, 1 (1); Yellow-shafted Flicker, 1 (1); 
Long-eared Owl, 1 (1); Red-shouldered Hawk, +; 
Downy Woodpecker, +; White-breasted Nuthatch, 
+; Cooper's Hawk, +; Brown Creeper, +; Myrtle 
Warbler, +; Golden-crowned Kinglet, +. Average 
Total for Mixed Habitats Margin: 114 birds (den- 
sity, 114 birds per-100 acres); 26 species. Remarks: 
VARIATIONS FROM YEAR TO YEAR: During 5 winters 
there have been variations in numbers and _assort- 
ments of species in each of the three sections of this 
study area. The weather of the autumn season influ- 
ences greatly the population which starts the winter 
here. A cold fall in 1954 pushed out the late-staying 
half-hardy birds but brought in good numbers from 
farther north. In 1953, a warm fall caused them to 
linger. Consequently the Christmas Count No. 55 for 
Newport County broke all records in 1953 but could 
not be approached in 1954. VARIATIONS DURING THE 
WINTER (LAND Birps): This year we had more birds 
during the last third of the winter season than during 
the first third. There were few large fluctuations in 
temperature. The only small species which breed here 
and that seemed forced out by weather but which 
did not return in February were Swamp Sparrows 
and Long-billed Marsh Wrens. Their marsh was not 
only completely frozen but overrun by boys carrying 
guns. Weather and people combined to exert pressure. 
There is evidence of movements like small waves of 
migration at frequent intervals during the winter. 
There are quick responses to changes in temperature 
and wind direction. This implies that the birds move 
relatively short distances up and down the valley in 
response to weather changes. Since they do move, we 
are encouraged to think that similar responses shuttle 
many of the half-hardy birds farther and farther south 
even when they make belated departures from this 
latitude. We had such early returns from some species 
that we think their absences in late winter are ex- 
plained by short jaunts southward rather than that 
they were all killed off by the weather. VARIATIONS 


DURING THE WINTER (WATER Birps): The chief 
troubles are formation of ice and disturbance by 
people. People produced some crippled birds. I¢ 
killed them. Ice curtailed feeding grounds for the 
dabbling ducks early and for divers later. Dabbler 
continued to loaf by day on thin ice and the divers 
took their places at night until the ice got too thick 
Then hordes of skaters, explorers, and “warriors” ap. 
proached the birds so often and so closely that the 
moved out completely. Many could not have gon 
far because the first thaw found them coming bac 
quickly. Ruddy Duck, Am. Coot, Great Blue Heron, 
Belted Kingfisher were back early in February. Roosts 
Mourning Doves roosted in pines and in tall bushes 
of swamp. Juncos roosted in dense shelter unde; 
hurricane-felled branches of oaks which retained thei; 
leaves. Fewer gulls loaf on water than were there 
before Massachusetts required garbage to be cooked by 
piggeries. The average of 6 highest counts of 13 roost 
flights of Herring Gulls was 700. A much larger 
number of crows moved over or parallel to our valle 
than we had observed here in other years. They moved 
to the roost from other directions also. The average 
of 6 highest counts out of 16 was 1100 seen from 
within our study area. Starlings move low and in 
such dense flocks that we simply estimate, “thou. 
sands.’ At south end of the reservoir, the three main 
routes of these three species cross at different alti- 
tudes. The Long-eared Ow! wandered widely. Pellets 
were found at several spots. From one to three Great 
Blue Herons roosted in pitch pines just outside our 
study area. TIME OF Day FOR COUNTING: For 
dabbling ducks, the best time is first hour of daylight 
except on days when heavy gunning drives them here 
from other areas throughout the day. For Wood 
Ducks, the best time is at dusk as they rise from 
swamp below the dam. Mergansers assemble in broad- 
est expanse of water late in afternoon. Golden-eyes 
come in very late. Roost flights may begin as earl) 
as 3:00 p. m. but end before Black Ducks pull out 
for feeding grounds. For land birds, it is desirable 
to be everywhere at once in the early morning! The 
are restless again in late afternoon but winter dusk 
interferes with adequate observation. MAN-MADE 
CHANGES: Intrusion by many people and_ small 
changes in the environment have cumulative effects 
upon the suitable sites demanded by breeding birds 
but thus far, they have had little effect upon th 
land birds using the dry portions of the mixe 
habitats margin during the winter. In contrast, i 
cultivated field is part of a large farm which is no 
longer used for farming. Horned Larks investigate 
but left early. As brush and weeds crept im, ™* 
sparrows, pheasants, and Mourning Doves followec 
These changes were abrupt and the changes in specs 
have been greater from year to year in the field tha 
on the water or in the mixed habitats border— 
HENRY E. Cuitps (compiler), RICHARD FERREN, 4M 
ROBERT WoopruFF, 335 Pleasant St., Rumford, R! 
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7, TRANSITION CENTRAL - NORTHERN 
HARDWOOD.—Location: Audubon Center, 8 
niles north of Greenwich, Connecticut. Size: 50 

ss, Description of Area: A fairly mature, second- 
wth forest with a large variety of deciduous trees. 
The tract was described in detail in Audubon Field 
te (1948) and 3:191-92 (1949). 
Weather: Daily mean temperature, 30° F. (pre- 
isely the seven-year average) ; extremes, —3° to 55°: 

west precipitation since census has been taken, 2.12 
aches (mostly in December) with only 5.1 inches 
‘snow (mostly in February). Coverage: Dec. 20, 
5, 26, 29, 1954; Jan. 6, 11, 14, 19, 26; Feb. 4, 1955. 
Total: 10 trips. Two and one-quarter hours per trip. 
Census: Black-capped Chickadee, 9 (18); Downy 
Woodpecker, 2 (4); White-breasted Nuthatch, 2 
(4); Slate-colored Junco, 2 (4); Am. Tree Sparrow, 
) (4); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (2); Pileated Wood- 
vecker, 1 (2); Am. Crow, 1 (2); Brown Creeper, 
+. Golden-crowned Kinglet, +; Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, +: Red-tailed Hawk, +; Red-shouldered 
Hawk, +: Tufted Titmouse, +; Myrtle Warbler, +; 
Average Total: 20 birds (density, 40 birds per 100 
ures). Remarks: Density of birds was 20 per cent 
low the seven-year average. Food of all types 
vemed below average—CHARLES E. Mouwr and 
LEONARD J. BRADLEY, Audubon Center, Greenwich, 


nn. 


Notes. 2:153-54 


8. HEMLOCK FOREST.—Location: 3, mile 
yuthwest of the Audubon Center, Greenwich, Con- 
necticut. Size: 40 acres. Description of Area: Given 
n detail in Audubon Field Notes, 4:221 (1950). 
Weather: “Average,” as noted in report No. 7. 
Coverage: Dec. 22, 24, 26, 28, 1954; Jan. 9, 10, 
13, 16, 24; Feb. 6, 1955. Total: 10 trips. Two hours 
per trip. Census: Data for 5 years are included in 
the following tabulation. The figures in the table 
show density (birds per 100 acres) ; for 1955 average 
‘tds per trip are shown in parentheses. No count 
was published for 1953 because the extensive damage 
resulting from the ice storm of January 7, 1953 
torced discontinuance of the observations. Remarks: 
Population counts in this coniferous tract run two 
ind a half times higher than in the nearby deciduous 


‘ures fluctuate widely from year to year. In this 
uta fluctuations of chickadees and kinglets are espe- 


lly notable. The most noticeable change has been 
Me increase of certain species, particularly the Pi- 
cated Woodpecker; and the Tufted Titmouse, Car- 
‘nal, and Hermit Thrush all three of which have 
_ for the first time in the neighborhood within 
* ast two years. Counts for Black Duck, Slate- 
"ed Junco, and Am. Goldfinch are based on a 
* observations of flocks. Though data on available 
oo supplies are meager, it was observed that mast 
= ther seeds were extremely scarce in 1952, when 
* wintering population was lowest. The assistance 
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Species 


Black-capped Chickadee . 
Iden-crowned Kinglet. 

Am. Goldfinch 

Slate-colored Junco 

Am. Crow 

Downy Woodpecker .... 

Brown Creeper 

White-breasted 

Blue Jay 

Hairy Woodpecker 

Myrtle Warbler 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Horned Owl 

Saw-wher Owl 

Black Duck 

Purple Finch 

Am. Tree Sparrow .... 

Red-breasted Nuthatch. . 

Winter Wren 

Pine Siskin 

Red-shouldered Hawk .. 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Ruffed Grouse 

Barred Owl 

Yellow-shafted Flicker. . 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Am. Robin 

Am. Woodcock 

Belted Kingfisher 

Sparrow Hawk 

Tufted Titmouse 

Hermit Thrush 

Cardinal 
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No 





Daily 
Mean 32° 29° 32° 30° 30° 
Extremes 0° 11° -1° -30 -7° —30 
to to to to to to 
60° 72° 61° 62° 50° 55° 
. 4.78 4.54 8.23 6.60 2.40 2.12 


Precipitation (inches) 
Snowfall 

(inches unmelted) .... 9.5 
Days included in 

census : 57 45 49 


IOi7S 62 17.7 3.1 








Densities in the original report for 1950 were figured 
from fractional values. Therefore these densities have been 
re-figured from whole-number average counts in order to 
make them comparable with the other data. 

*This species was inadvertently omitted in the 1954 re- 
port. Its inclusion here changes the density total from the 
140 reported previously. 

**Because these figures are calculated from the total 
average count they are not in all cases exact totals of the 
columns above. 








of Wm. Bolton Cook on a number of trips each year, 
and of George Fiero, Jr., and W. B. Scofield, is 
gratefully acknowledged—LEONARD J. BRADLEY and 
CHARLES E. MouHrR, Audubon Center, Greenwich, 
Conn. 


9. MIXED HARDWOOD-HEMLOCK FOR- 
EST.—Location: 44° 19’ N. 75° 27’ W.; 142 miles 
southeast of Gouverneur, New York. Size: 28 acres. 
Description of Area: Grove bounded on three sides 
by Oswegatchie River and Mattoon Creek, on the 
fourth by open field. Elevation, 420-480 feet above 
sea level, some fairly steep slopes. Contains 1 





acres open field, 2 acres bushy pasture; area grazed 
in summer. Dominant trees 50-60 feet in height. 
Principal trees: Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), White 
Elm (Ulmus americana), Rock Maple (Acer sac- 
charum), Basswood (Tilia americana), Yellow Birch 
(Betula lutea). Undergrowth consists largely of 
young hemlock, hawthorn (Crataegus irvingii), and 
Speckled Alder (Alnus incana). River and creek 
frozen except one stretch of swift water. Foon: birch 
seeds and hemlock cones plentiful. Weather: tem- 
perature extremes 0° to 34° F., average about 22°. 
December relatively mild, January cold. Four to 
eighteen inches of snow on ground, covered with 
icy crust during much of period. Coverage: Dec. 18, 
24,.26;. Jan. 1, 8; 12, 15, 23,29; Feb. 5. ‘Total, 10 
trips, averaging one hour each. Census: Black-capped 
Chickadee, 11 (39); Ruffed Grouse, 1 (4); Hairy 
Woodpecker, 1 (4); buteo hawk (sp.), +; Pileated 
Woodpecker, +; Downy Woodpecker, +; White- 
breasted Nuthatch, +; Brown Creeper, +; Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, +; Snow Bunting, + (flying over). 
Average Total: 13 birds (density, 46 birds per 100 
acres). Remarks: Flock of 14 chickadees seen regu- 
larly; Ruffed Grouse probably more numerous than 
indicated. Following species represented by a single 
individual: buteo hawk, Pileated Woodpecker, Gol- 
den-crowned Kinglet, Snow Bunting—JoHN B. 
BELKNAP, 92 Clinton St., Gouverneur, N.Y. 


10. MIXED OAK AND HEMLOCK FOREST. 
—Location: Greenbrook Sanctuary, 5 miles north of 
the George Washington Bridge on Route 9-W, Ber- 
gen County, New Jersey. Size: 146 acres. Descrip- 
tion of Area: See Audubon Field Notes, 5:234 
(1951) and 6:211 (1952). From July 1, 1954 to 
February 1, 1955, the building of a dam was in 
progress in the Sanctuary. Eight acres of land were 
cleared on both sides of a stream and on February 
Ist the gates were closed and the land allowed to 
flood. This may be one of the causes of the paucity 
of birds in this area. Weather: January was cold, 
all streams were frozen, and there was no snow. In 
February there was much ice in the Hudson River 
below the Palisades which brought in the eagles. 
Coverage: Jan. 1, 16, 22, 23, 24, 29 and 30; Feb. 
5, 7 and 13. Five hours a trip. All of the five and 
one-half miles of trail were covered at least once 
during the census period. Census: Herring Gull, 24 
(16) ; Slate-colored Junco, 14 (10); Ring-billed Gull, 
13 (9); Am. Merganser, 8 (5); Black Duck, 6 (4); 
Black-capped Chickadee, 6 (4); Am. Tree Sparrow, 
5 (3); Am. Crow, 4 (3); Great Black-backed 
Gull, 3 (2); Am. Goldfinch, 3 (2); White-breasted 
Nuthatch, 3 (2); Downy Woodpecker, 3 (2); Hairy 
Woodpecker, 2 (1); Song Sparrow, 1 (1); Am. 
Golden-eye, +; Buffle-head, +; Bald Eagle, +; Pere- 
grine Falcon, +; Sparrow Hawk, +; Red-tailed 
Hawk, +; Pileated Woodpecker, +; Cardinal, +; 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, +; Pine Siskin, +. Aver- 





age Total: 95 birds (density, 65 per 100 acres) — 
Mrs. F. G. DUNHAM, WILLIAM DOWNIN, WaAtrteR 
FusserR, C. MILLER, C. E. PRESTON, H. Snapp 
DaNiEL ROSER, AND Mrs. JOHN Y. DATER (com. 
piler), Palisades Nature Association. 


11. FRESH-WATER PONDS AND SHRUuB 
SWAMP BORDERS.—Location: Takanassee Lake 
Long Branch, N. J. Size: 60 acres: 25 acres of water, 
35 acres of bushy or swampy borders. Description of 
Area: Originally described in Audubon Field Notes. 
2:160-161. No changes since last year. Weather: 
Temperature ranged from 20° to 55° F., averaged 
around freezing. Some ice on seven out of ten trips, 
Snow on two trips with largest amount of ice ip 
years on Jan. 29 and Feb. 4. Coverage: Dec. 23, 28. 
31; Jan. 5, 10, 14, 19, 23, 29; Feb. 4. Total: 19 
trips; time afield, 15 hours. Census: PONDs: Mallard, 
42 (168); Herring Gull, 30 (120); Am. Coot, 9 
(36); Ring-necked Duck, 7 (28); Black Duck, 6 
(24); Great Black-backed Gull, 4 (16); Lesser 
Scaup, 3 (12); Pied-billed Grebe, 2 (8); Bonaparte’s 
Gull, 2 (8); Whistling Swan, 1 (4); Pintail, 1 (4); 
Ruddy Duck, 1 (4); Double-crested Cormorant, +; 
Am. Widgeon, +; Redhead, +; Canvas-back, +; 
Glaucous Gull, +; Ring-billed Gull, +. SHrus 
SwAMP Borpers: Song Sparrow, 5 (14); Pine Siskin, 
4 (11); White-throated Sparrow, 4 (11); Common 
Starling, 3 (9); House Sparrow, 3 (9); Am. Crow, 
2 (6); Am. Tree Sparrow, 2 (6); Sparrow Hawk, 1 
(3); Carolina Chickadee, 1 (3); House Wren, 1 
(3); Cardinal, 1 (3); Bob-white, 1 (3); Great Blue 
Heron, +; Cooper's Hawk, +; Ring-necked Pheas- 
ant, +; Killdeer, +; Am. Woodcock, +; Mourning 
Dove, +; Belted Kingfisher, +; Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, +; Downy Woodpecker, +; Am. Goldfinch, 
+; Slate-colored Junco, +; Field Sparrow, +; 
Average Total: PoNps: 108 birds (density, 432 
birds per 100 acres); SHRUB SWAMP BorDERs: 28 
birds (density, 80 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: 
Owing to the great number of houses bordering the 
tract, it was felt at the end of the 1954 census that 
Common Starlings and House Sparrows were about 
to take over the territory. This year both these species 
occurred in reduced numbers and 24 species in the 
shrub swamp was the greatest number yet recorded 
in a single winter. The Cooper's Hawk, Am. Wood- 
cock, and House Wren were new for the census. The 
woodcock was last seen on Jan. 29. It probably was 
there all season but was tame and hard to find. The 
pheasant was probably there, too. Its tracks in the 
snow were found before the bird itself. House Wrens 
were not found after Jan. 10, the beginning of three 
weeks of cold weather. The Glaucous Gull visited 
the area on at least two occasions. The Whistling 
Swan arrived about the day of the first count and 
seemed to be very much at home. Visible food supply 
seemed light. A combined list of 42 species this 
season is our highest in 8 years. The total for the 8 
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seasons is now 74 species—WILLIAM H. SANDFORD, 
97 Main St., Matawan, N. J. and GeorGE M. SEELEY, 
311 Cleveland Ave., Long Branch, N. J. 


12. RIVER VALLEY HABITAT.—Location: 
One-half mile west of Norristown, Pennsylvania. 
Size: 77 acres of land; 106 acres of river water. 
Description of Area: Described in Audubon Field 
Notes, 7:242-43 (1953). Weather: The Middle At- 
lantic States experienced somewhat colder weather 
compared to that of the two past winters. Locally, 
at census-taking time in the late morning the tem- 
perature ranged from 20° to 37°, average 30.5° F. 
Afternoon temperatures seldom soared to normal 
levels. Fringe ice occurred regularly on the Schuyl- 
kill River except when the bitter cold spell of late 
January and early February, with overnight tempera- 
tures around zero, froze the stream to a depth of five 
inches. Southeastern Pennsylvania escaped (with rain- 
fall only) four major snowstorms that eventually 
piled up 4 to 5 feet of snow to the northeast in 
the New England States. Coverage: Dec. 19, 25; 
Jan. 1, 9, 16, 22, 23, 29, 30; Feb. 5. Total, 10 trips, 
Census: WATER AREA: Am. Merganser, 4 (4); 
Herring Gull, 3 (3); Black Duck, 1 (1); Ring-billed 
Gull, 1 (1); Mallard, 1 (1). LAND Area: Slate- 
colored Junco, 21 (27); Am. Crow, 12 (16); Com- 
mon Starling, 12 (16); Am. Goldfinch, 10 (13); 
White-throated Sparrow, 9 (12); Black-capped 
Chickadee, 6 (8); Song Sparrow, 5 (6); Eastern 
Bluebird, 3 (4); Tufted Titmouse, 3 (4); Downy 
Woodpecker, 3 (4); Purple Finch, 3 (4); Am. Tree 
Sparrow, 2 (3); Yellow-shafted Flicker, 2 (3); 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 2 (3); Cardinal, 1 (1); 
House Sparrow, 1 (1); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (1); 
Rock Dove, 1 (1); Belted Kingfisher, +; Sparrow 
Hawk, +; Ring-necked Pheasant, +; Field Sparrow, 
+; Mourning Dove, +; Cooper's Hawk, +; Sharp- 
shinned Hawk, +; Hermit Thrush, +. Average 
Total: WATER AREA: 10 birds (density, 9 per 100 
acres). LAND AREA: 97 birds (density, 126 per 100 
acres). Remarks: The total census count of land 
birds this season increased somewhat although fewer 
species were seen. Six species: Am. Crow, Am. Gold- 
finch, Slate-colored Junco, Song Sparrow, Downy 
Woodpecker and Tufted Titmouse, registered 100% 
frequency. Three others, White-throated Sparrow, 
Black-capped Chickadee and White-breasted Nut- 
hatch, registered 90%. A high count for the Black- 
capped Chickadee, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Wood- 
pecker, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch 
and to some extent the White-throated Sparrow is 
attributed to a feeder in the area. Seen in the vicinity 
of the feeder and probably attracted there by other 
birds were the Purple Finches, Am. Tree Sparrows, 
Am. Goldfinches and the Hermit Thrush. The Rock 
Dove occurs in numbers to the south just beyond the 
census area as the Common Starling is abundant in 
the residential section to the northeast. Am. Mer- 


gansers arrived on the open river on Jan. 7, but 
disappeared with the freeze-up of Jan. 29. Gulls also 
vanished at the same time. Ground cleared recently 
for a power line extension is rapidly growing up in 
places to Pokeweed (Phytolacca americana). The 
fruit of this plant, also of River Grape (Vitis vul- 
pina) found sparingly here, both disappear with the 
departure of fall migrants—-CHARLES D. NAayYLor, 
903 W. Airy St., Norristown, Pa. 

13. MIXED FARMLAND.—Location: In 
West Vincent and East Pikeland Townships, near 
Kimberton, Chester County, Pennsylvania. Size: 65 
acres. Description of Area: There are 41 acres of 
uncultivated fields, 8 acres of winter barley, 5 acres 
mowed field, 4 acres old apple orchard, barnyard and 
housesite, 2 acres overgrown fields, 2 acres deciduous 
trees on a steep bank above French Creek (20 feet 
wide), 1 acre open stand White Pine (Pinus strobus) 
and oak (Quercus alba and Q. palustris), 1 acre 
poor unharvested corn, 1 acre (in 3 pieces) of 
honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) cover. Trees in 
addition to those already mentioned are Red Cedar 
(Juniperus virginiana), Red Mulberry (Morus 
rubra), Black Walnut (Juglans nigra), Flowering 
Dogwood (Cornus florida), American Elm (Ulmus 
americana), and Tuliptree (Liriodendron tulipifera). 
EpGE: There are 114 miles of brushy fencerows and 
hedges containing Poison Ivy (Rhus toxicodendron), 
Sassafras (Sassafras vartifolium), Common Elder- 
berry (Sambucus canadensis), WHackberry (Celtis 
occidentalis), Red-osier Dogwood (Cornus stoloni- 
fera), Spicebush (Benzoin aestivale) and planted 
Privet (Ligustrum vulgare) and Japanese Barberry 
(Berberis thunbergi). WATER: There is a winter 
spring which dries up in summer. Weather: The 
ground was mostly frozen throughout. There was a 
4-inch snowfall following the Jan. 25 count and 
some still remained on the ground on Feb. 7. Cov- 
erage: Dec. 27; Jan. 1, 11, 24, 25; Feb. 7. Total, 
6 trips each of 3 hours. Census: House Sparrow, 
30 (46); Am. Tree Sparrow, 16 (25); White- 
throated Sparrow, 10 (15); Common Starling, 9 
(14); Slate-colored Junco, 9 (14); Ring-necked 
Pheasant, 8 (12); Song Sparrow, 8 (12); Black- 
capped Chickadee, 6 (9); Am. Crow, 4 (6); Tufted 
Titmouse, 4 (6); Am. Goldfinch, 4 (6); Yellow- 
shafted Flicker, 3 (5); Downy Woodpecker, 3 (5); 
Blue Jay, 3 (5); Eastern Bluebird, 3 (5); Cardinal, 
3 (5); White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (2); Mocking- 
bird, 1 (2); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1 (2); Myrtle 
Warbler, 1 (2); Cooper's Hawk, +; Killdeer, +; 
Hairy Woodpecker, +; Brown Creeper, +; Eastern 
Meadowlark, +. Average Total: 127 birds (density, 
195 per 100 acres). Remarks: A feeder was present 
at the housesite and another at a neighbor's, 150 
yards distant. A Great Blue Heron, Mallards, and 
Belted Kingfisher fly over the area daily from a 
nearby stream and small lake—Mnrs. C. K. BRYAN, 
Box 327, Phoenixville, Pa. 





14. SHRUBBY FIELD.—Location: Glade Run, 
Warren, Pennsylvania. Size: 51 acres. Description 
of Area: See Audubon Field Notes, 5:233 (1951). 
Weather: During the census period the temperature 
ranged from a high of 49° F. on Jan. 6 to a low 
of -14° F. on Feb. 4, with a daily mean of 23° F. 
Total precipitation for the period was 2.18 inches, 
all in the form of snow. A blanket of snow covered 
the ground for the entire period, from 2 to 6 inches 
in depth. The season was considered slightly below 
normal for both temperature and precipitation. Cov- 
erage: Dec. 31; Jan. 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23, 30; Feb. 
6. Total, 9 trips, averaging 2 hours each. Census: 
Black-capped Chickadee, 6 (12); Evening Grosbeak, 
6 (12); Am. Tree Sparrow, 4 (8); Ruffed Grouse, 
1 (2); Blue Jay, 1 (2); Tufted Titmouse, 1 (2); 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (2); Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, 1 (2); Ring-necked Pheasant, +; Downy 
Woodpecker, +; Cardinal, +. Average Total: 21 
birds (density, 41 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: 
Although the Evening Grosbeak was equal in density 
to the Black-capped Chickadee, it occurred on only 
four of the nine trips. The Black-capped Chickadee 
and Am. Tree Sparrow were seen on eight trips. 
Significant was the total absence of the Slate-colored 
Junco this year. The Tufted Titmouse occurred on 
two trips, while the Downy Woodpecker and the 
Cardinal were noted on one trip only. One new 
species was recorded this year, the Ring-necked Pheas- 
ant. Three individuals were seen on the final trip. 
The fruit and seed crop was considered fair—Harris 
E. JOHNSON and Curtis O. JOHNSON, Warren, Pa. 


15. MIXED HABITAT.—Location: On a farm 
4 miles northeast of Denton, Maryland. Size: 11.5 
acres. Description of Area: The area was described 
in Audubon Field Notes, 5:234 (1951) and 6:223 
(1952). Weather: The temperature ranged from 
24° to 50° with an average of 37° during the actual 
period of the study. Coverage: Dec. 20, 27; Jan. 
4, 7, 12, 15, 21, 25, 29; Feb. 1. Total, 10 trips, all 
between 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Census: The figures 
in the following 5-year summary tabulation show 
density (birds per 100 acres) ; for 1955 average birds 
per trip are shown in parentheses (next column). 
Remarks: Mild weather during the first weeks of 
the study gave large numbers of species. Hurricane 
“Hazel” blew many seeds away, reducing numbers 
generally—Mr. and Mrs. A. J. FLETCHER, Denton, 
Md. 


16. MIXED OAK FOREST.—Location: On 
the Loch Raven watershed of the Baltimore Bureau 
of Water Supply, 1.5 miles, course 330°, from Loch 
Raven Station, Baltimore County, Maryland. Size: 
35 acres, paced. Description of Area: A rectangular 
block of dominantly oak forest located on a penin- 
sula formed by the waters of Loch Raven, an artificial 
lake half filling the deep, winding gorge of the Gun- 








TABULATION FOR CENSUS 15. 
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Slate-colored Junco ........ 122 113 3135122 Ss 
Red-winged Blackbird 52 9 96 96 35 
oO IRE rrr ae 26 26 78 G61 52 
White-throated Sparrow .... 17 35 35 52 96 
Field Sparrow 104 70 70 
Carolina Chickadee ........ 26 33 26 9 2 
ee aren 35 9 44 9 9 
Am. Crow 3 ; 
Golden-crowned Kingler .... 17 17 17 26 17 
Turkey Vulture 
Carolina Wren 
Common Starling 
Bob-white 
Eastern Bluebird 
Tufted Titmouse 
Downy Woodpecker ....... ~ 9 9 9 
a re - ~ i7 9 
Hermit Thrush 
Brown Creeper 
Eastern Phoebe - 
Se ere ee eee + - oo 9 
Purple Grackle . 

Od Sage —— 9 4 43 
pe SS err - 9 

Blue Jay - 
Mourning Dove 
Am. Robin 
Water Pipit 
(eee 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Yellow-shafted Flicker ...... 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Myrtle Warbler 
Pine Siskin 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Great Blue Heron 
Eastern Towhee 
Cooper's Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Marsh Hawk 
i ee 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Swamp Sparrow 
ee 
Rusty Blackbird 
American Egret ........... 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
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Total birds per 100 
SS PEL LTOTEE 670 583 1017 896 643 (74) 








*Note: Because these figures are calculated from the total 
of the average counts they are not in all cases exact totals of 
the columns. 





powder River. The area lies mostly on the top of the 
ridge, but extends down the steep eastward slope 
almost to the surface of the lake. Except for the 
southern end, the forest has apparently never been 
clear-cut but has been extensively culled. The area is 
located about 3.5 miles northwest of the Goucher 
Campus which was studied 1948-54 and is floristi- 
cally similar. A more detailed description will be 
pubished with the 1955-56 Wéinter-bird count. 
Weather: The daily mean temperature for January 
was 32.8° F.; the highest temperature was 63° and 
the lowest was 6°. The lowest daily maximum was 
25° and the highest daily minimum was 42°. Data 
are from the records of Friendship Airport, about 15 
miles south of the area. January 1955 was the driest 
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on record with precipitation confined to about 2 
inches of snow. Coverage: Jan. 2, 8, 13, 15, 22; 23, 
30, 1955. Total: 7 trips, 12.5 hours, ranging from 
8:25 a.m. to 2:35 p.m. Census: Am. Crow, 4 (11); 
Tufted Titmouse, 2 (6); White-breasted Nuthatch, 
? (6); Downy Woodpecker, 1 (3); Hairy Wood- 
pecker, 1 (3); Carolina Chickadee, 1 (3); Red- 
tailed Hawk, +; Red-bellied Woodpecker, +; Blue 
lay, +: Black-capped Chickadee, +; Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, +; Carolina Wren, +; Common Starling, 
4: Evening Grosbeak, +. Average Total: 11 birds 
(density, 32 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: The 
Am. Crow was the only species recorded on all trips. 
We were assisted in laying out the area by Stephen 
Simon and James Travis of the Maryland Ornitholo- 
gical Society —RicHarp D. CoLE and HavEN KOLB 
(The Natural History Society of Maryland, 2101 
Bolton Street, Baltimore 17, Md.) 


17. PASTURE WITH STREAM.—Location: 
Stroubles Creek, about one mile west of Blacksburg, 
Virginia. Size: 34 acres with stream about 4% mile 
in length. Description of Area: See Audubon Field 
Notes, 8:279 (1954). Broomsedge (Andropogon vir- 
ginica), with scattered Tall Red-top (Triodia flava) 
intermixed, is spreading from the east side of the 
bluegrass pasture, while there is a thick growth of 
Chicory (Cichorium intybus) which is encroaching 
on the northwest corner of the area this year. Other 
weeds scattered about, all withered and never over 
a foot tall, include Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), 
Horse Nettle (Solanum carolinense), and Moth Mul- 
lein (Verbascum blattaria). The Chicory especially 
shows the low, branched effect of cattle’s nibbling at 
the young shoots. Teasel (Dipsacus sylvestris), two 
vervains (Verbena sp.), and Common Ragweed 
(Ambrosia artemisiifolia) are more common than 
last year along the creek, for there were no late fall 
floods to wash them down and away. Weather: Janu- 
ary temperatures ranged from 62° on Jan. 7 to 6° 
on Jan. 28, with the mean for the month 30.4°. 
During the month 10.4 inches of snow and 0.8 inches 
of rain fell, with 6 inches of snow, Jan. 19. This snow 
remained on the ground until Jan. 31, due to a cold 
wave the last part of the month. Data courtesy of the 
Virginia Agricultural Experiment Station. Coverage: 
Jan. 4, 8, 9, 15, 17, 22, 24, 29, 31; Feb. 5, 7. Total: 
11 trips of about 1 hour each, one at 8 a.m. and the 
others ending about 3 p.m. Census: PAstuRE: Com- 
mon Starling, 11 (32); Am. Crow, 10 (29); Horned 
Lark, 7 (20); Eastern Meadowlark, 1 (3). STREAM: 
Black Duck. 1 (4 per mile); Mallard, 1 (4); Song 
Sparrow, 1 (4); Wilson’s Snipe, +; Belted King- 
fisher, +. Average Totals: PastuRE: 29 birds (den- 
sity, 85 per 100 acres); STREAM: 3 birds (12 per 
mile). Remarks: The number of birds was lower 
than last year, but before the snow the density was 
1.5 birds per 100 acres. Crow flocks, as well as larks 
and starlings, were common on adjoining fields, wan- 


dering about irregularly, but they did not appear on 
the area until after the snow. The Song Sparrow was 
attracted by a small clump of ragweed by the creek 
at the east border of the area, and flew under the 
nearby bridge for protection whenever I passed. Hay 
was occasionally spread for about 30 Herefords on 
the extreme west end of the area; some small grain 
in it attracted 15 crows, 5 Black Ducks, and 4 Mal- 
lards on Jan. 24. The last two picked it from the 
ice bordering the stream edge. With a heavy rain, 
Feb. 6, puddles by the stream attracted 20 Mallards, 
which were possibly migrants and thus were not 
counted. Birds seen flying over but not feeding were 
the Turkey Vulture (average, 1 per trip), Am. Gold- 
finch (+), and Killdeer (+).—EpWIN WILLIs, Box 
6293, Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburg, Va. 


18. STUBBLE FIELDS (STRIP CROPPED). 
—Location: North of the area in Number 17; near 
Blacksburg, Virginia. Area: 30 acres. Description 
of Area: See Audubon Field Netes, 8:280 (1954). 
The rotation plan has put wheat in the 2.25 acre 
triangle, edged by a 4-acre strip of orchard grass 
and clover (plowed up Jan. 10, and fallow after- 
ward), then by another 4-acre “V” of corn stubble, 
with corners of wheat (2.25 acres) and a north cor- 
ner of clover-orchard grass (1 acre). The wheat 
stubble is not cut so close to the ground as the barley 
was last year, and a dense late-fall growth of Com- 
mon Ragweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia) to 2 or 3 
feet high has taken over the strips, with patches of 
taller Lamb’s Quarter (Chenopodium album), and 
scattered goldenrods (Solidago sp.), Wild Carrot 
(Daucus carota), and Horse Nettle (Solanum caro- 
linense) intermixed. The corn was machine-picked, 
leaving stalks and ears of corn scattered over it, 
unlike last year’s nearly fallow corn strips. Weather: 
Same as for Report 17. Coverage: Jan. 4, 8, 9, 15, 
17, 22, 24, 29, 31; Feb. 5, 7. Total: 11 trips of 
about 1 hour each, one at 8:50 a.m. and the re- 
mainder ending about 4 p.m. Census: Horned Lark, 
38 (127); Mourning Dove, 13 (43); Am. Crow, 7 
(23); Eastern Meadowlark, 6 (20); Common Star- 
ling, 5 (17); Bob-white, 1 (3); Savannah Sparrow, 
1 (3); Sparrow Hawk, +; Am. Goldfinch, +. 
Average Total: 71 birds (density, 237 per 100 
acres). Remarks: As on the nearby area, snow 
brought large numbers of birds to bare spots on 
these fields. The only starlings and meadowlarks ap- 
peared with the snow, and the large dove flocks 
appeared mainly after snow covered their usual 
hedgerow-field habitats closer to perching trees 
(usually about a half mile upstream). Changes in 
habitat accounted for the presence of Savannah Spar- 
rows and Bob-whites, which fed in the ragweed 
stands. Goldfinches and the Sparrow Hawk, which 
was hovering over the ragweed strips on almost every 
visit, but alighted only once, were other visitors 
attracted by those strips. The corn on the ground 
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attracted the doves and one of the three crow flocks 
(the other two flocks were on the alfalfa field). The 
Horned Larks, about half of the Northern subspecies 
this year, alternated between the alfalfa field valleys 
and the corn strip, showing the same preference for 
open ground as last year. There were no large 
meadowlark flocks, as last year. A fox scattered Mal- 
lard feathers over the area just before the Feb. 5 
visit. It or some other predator scattered several crow 
wings and feathers about during early January. A 
dead cat in the center of the wheat triangle attracted 
none of the Turkey Vultures flying over (average, 
one per trip). Mallards, a Marsh Hawk, and a 
Cooper's Hawk flew over, but did not feed on the 
area—EDWIN WILLIS, Box 6293, Virginia Poly- 
technic Institute, Blacksburg, Va. 


19. VIRGINIA PINE-SHORTLEAF PINE 
FOREST.—Location: 1 mile south of Proffit, Albe- 
marle County, Virginia. Size: 45 acres. Description 
of Area: An upland pine stand described in Audu- 
bon Field Notes, 2:157 (1948) and 3:186-187 
(1949) and commented upon as to change in 6:224- 
225 (1952). Coverage: 1953: Jan. 11, 18, 24, 25, 
31; Feb. 7, 8. Total, 7 trips, averaging 80 minutes 
each. 1954: Dec. 26 (1953); Jan. 8, 9, 16, 17, 23, 
24, 30. Total, 8 trips, averaging 60 minutes each. 
1955: Dec. 26 (1954); Jan. 7, 10, 12, 14, 18, 19, 
29; Feb. 3 (2 trips). Total, 10 trips, averaging 51 
minutes each. Census: Counts for 3 years are in- 
cluded because they have not been published previ- 
ously. 
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Remarks: The rarity of the Golden-crowned Kinglet 
on the 1955 count constitutes the most unusual event 





since the beginning of the study. After a normal fal] 
migration Golden-crowns virtually disappeared from 
this section of Virginia—a very odd fluctuation by 
such an ordinarily stable component of the local 
winter-bird population. The absence of the Brown 
Creeper was also unusual. Vultures and hawks flying 
over the area were counted on the basis that they 
might be looking for food there, but many other 
birds, particularly Am. Crows, finches, and Common 
Starlings, seen and heard passing over, were not 
counted. 1953 count made by Mr. and Mrs. Wm. O. 
Lewis and R. J. Watson——CuarLEs E. STEVENS, Jr., 
615 Preston Place, Charlottesville, Va. 





20. HARDWOOD-SOFTWOOD FOREST— 
Location: North Wilkesboro, North Carolina. Size: 
40 acres. Description of Area: Tract fully described 
in Audubon Field Notes, 8:280-281 (1954), except 
that area is doubled by extension on each side. There 
is practically no difference in topography nor vegeta- 
tion in the addition to tract. Two houses within 100 
feet of boundaries. Weather: During the census 
period the temperature ranged from 16° to 70° with 
a daily mean of 41.76° Two snow storms occurred; 
one on Jan. 20, with a fall of 8 inches, the other 
on Jan. 22, and 23, leaving 3 inches. The snow 
melted in fields after four to five days; in woods 
after a week. Coverage: Dec. 25, 27; Jan. 2, 10, 18, 
20, 23, 26. Total, 8 trips averaging 21 hours per 
trip. Census: Red-eyed Towhee, 18 (45); White. 
throated Sparrow, 7 (18); Am. Robin, 6 (15) 
Cardinal, 4 (10); Carolina Chickadee, 4 (10); 
Tufted Titmouse, 3 (8); Blue Jay, 3 (8); Hermit 
Thrush, 2 (5); White-breasted Nuthatch, 2 (5); 
Carolina Wren, 2 (5); Slate-colored Junco, 2 (5); 
Downy Woodpecker, 1 (3); Golden-crowned King- 
let, 1 (3); Winter Wren, 1 (3); Field Sparrow, 1 
(3); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (3); Eastern Bluebird, 
1 (3); Barred Owl, +; Yellow-shafted Flicker, +; 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, +; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
+; Purple Finch, +; Am. Goldfinch, +. Average 
Total: 59 birds (density, 147 per 100 acres). Re- 
marks: An abundant crop of holly berries attracted 
Am. Robins and Hermit Thrushes which were rare 
during 1953-54 season. Weeds increased in the wood 
roads and bare patches where trees had been cut two 
years earlier. Pokeberry had abundant fruit and sup- 
plied food for towhees, White-throated and Song 
Sparrows. Conifers and laurel sheltered some ground 
from snowfall; and snow melted near edges of the 
brook provided feeding area after the fairly heavy 
snowfall—WeENDELL P. SMITH, North Wilkesboro, 
Ns Ge 


‘21. FIELD.—Location: Wilkesboro, North 
Carolina. Size: 18 acres. Description of Area: Fully 
described in Audubon Field Notes, 8:280 (1954). 
During the 1953-54 season much of this field was 
uncultivated. Five acres had not been mowed for 
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several years and two acres of corn were standing 
with scattered grain. During the current season the 
corn land was ploughed; the uncultivated land was 
ploughed; and the hay land had been mowed twice. 
The drought for the second season made the farmers 
harvest more closely leaving less for the birds, and 
perhaps correlated with this were fewer Bob-whites, 
Mourning Doves, and Eastern Meadowlarks. In the 
1953-54 Eastern Meadowlark led in 
numbers but in the current season it is not listed. 
Bob-whites are absent also. Weather: During the 
census period the temperature ranged from 16° to 
79° with a daily mean of 41.76°. Two snow storms 
occurred: one of 8 inches and one of 3 inches. 
Ground was covered from 4 to 5 days. Coverage: 
Jan. 5, 21, 24, 28, 31; Feb. 2. Total, 6 trips averag- 
ing 2 hours each. Census: Eastern Bluebird, 4 (22 
Song Sparrow, 4 (22); Field Sparrow, 2 (11); 
Cardinal, 1 (6); Am. Goldfinch, 1 (6); Am. Crow, 
1 (6); Carolina Chickadee, 1 (6); Black Duck 
(edge of Cub Creek), +; Turkey Vulture, +; 
Mourning Dove, +; Yellow-shafted Flicker, +; 
Fastern Phoebe, +; Carolina Wren, +; Am. Robin, 
+: Loggerhead Shrike, +; Myrtle Warbler, +; 
Purple Finch, +; Pine Siskin, +; White-throated 
Sparrow, +. Average Total: 14 birds (density, 78 
per 100 acres). —WeENDELL P. SMITH, North Wilkes- 
boro, N. C. and REV. MANUEL Fow Ler, Wilkesboro, 
N. C. 


census, the 


22. SHELTERED BEACH.—Location: On 
Mullet Key, from the pier east to the usually dry tidal 
creek. Size: Approximately 1.5 miles in length 
(measured by map scale). Considering that the birds 
used a strip of beach not over 30 feet in width, then 
the total acreage would be about 6 acres. Descrip- 
tion of Area: Sheltered beach with no surf and 
gentle waves except during high winds. Much shell 
occurs and a considerable amount of algae washes up 
at the east end, especially in the fall months. 
Weather: Frequently windy. Birds largely deserted 
the beach during periods of onshore winds. Cover- 
age: Dec. 18, 27; Jan. 4, 9, 13, 15, 22, 28; Feb. 3. 
Total: 9 trips, averaging 1 hour each. Two trips were 
made in the forenoon, 7 after 4:40 p.m. A bicycle 
was usually used. Census: Sanderling, 75 (50 per 
mile); Red-backed Sandpiper, 40 (27); Western 
Sandpiper, 23 (15); Semipalmated Sandpiper. 22 
(15); Least Sandpiper, 6 (4); Black-bellied Plover, 
5 (3); Killdeer, 4 (3); Palm Warbler, 4 (3); 
Ruddy Turnstone, 3 (2); Ringed Plover, 3 (2); 
Myrtle Warbler, 2 (1); Piping Plover, 1 (1); Ring- 
billed Gull, 1 (1); Belted Kingfisher, +; Great 
Blue Heron, +; Am. Egret, +; Dowitcher, +; 
Turkey Vulture (flying along beach), +. Average 
Total: 189 birds (density, 126 per mile). Remarks: 
Birds obviously resting, such as Laughing Gulls, 
terns, cormorants, and pelicans were not included. 
However, since most of the census trips were made 











in the late afternoon, flocks of shorebirds which came 
to roost for the night near the settlement were some- 
times included. For instance, a flock of 27 Black- 
bellied Plovers was seen about 6 p.m. on Jan. 4. 
Myrtle and Palm Warblers often occurred on the 
beach down to the water's edge; only those noted 
below the high tide line were counted. During the 
fall migration, up to 1500 birds per trip were noted 
on this beach—Marvin Wass, Mallet Key, Pass-a- 
Grille, Fla. 


23. MIXED PALMETTO-SCRUB' GRASS- 
LAND.—Location: Mullet Key, an island directly 
south of Pass-a-Grille, in Tampa Bay. Size: 15 
acres, bordering Tampa Bay and beginning 1 mile 
east of the pier. Area extended 5 acres along the 
beach and 3 acres back from the first beach vegeta- 
tion; measured in depth with a line, lengthwise by 
pacing. Description of Area: Approximately’ 60% 
trees and shrubs, 40% grasses and herbs. All cabbage 
palms were cut in World War II. No trees over 12 
ft. in height are present now. Vegetation varies from 
grasses and low shrubs at the beach to dense thickets 
and some salt marsh area at the back. Dominant 
plants, beginning at the beach, are Sea Oats (Uniola 
paniculata), catbrier (Smilax sp.), Cabbage Palm 
(Sabal palmetto), Saw Palmetto (Serenoa serrulata), 
Wax Myrtle (Myrica cerifera), Sea Myrtle (Bac- 
charis halimifolia). Less common trees and shrubs 
are Buttonwood (Conocarpus erecta) and White Man- 
grove (Laguncularia racemosa) in old ditches, Sea 
Grape (Coccoloba unifera), Spanish Bayonet (Yucca 
aloifolia), and Poison Ivy (Rhus radicans). Common 
herbs between the beach and scrub are Beach Croton 
(Croton punctatus), (Eupatorium leucolepis), Wild 
Pea (Vigna repens), (Atriplex arenaria), Dodder 
(Cassytha filiformis), and Thistle (Cirsium spinosis- 
simum). Herbs common in the back area are Golden- 
rod (Solidago sempervirens), Sea Ox-eye (Borrichia 
frutescens), Seaside Gentian (Exustoma exaltatum), 
Glasswort (Salicornia europea), and (Melanthera 
deltoidea). (Names of plants are taken from Small’s 
Flora of the Southeastern United States, 1903; and 
Baker's Florida Wild Flowers, 1949). EDGE: 
Beach on one side, grassy salt marsh and mangroves 
on the other. TOPOGRAPHY: Highest elevation not 
over 5 ft. above normal high spring tide. Island 
formed of sand and shell deposited by wave action 
on the beach side, by mangroves on back side. Lowest 
ground in back of area. Weather: Cool, with fre- 
quent winds. At Tampa the mean temperature for 
January was 58.9 F. (2.6° below normal), the high 
was 80° and the low 33°. Precipitation was slightly 
above normal. Coverage: Jan. 5, 8, 16, 23, 30; Feb. 
3. Total: 6 trips, averaging 1.5 hours each, between 
7 a.m. and 9 a.m. Census: Myrtle Warbler, 62 
(413); Catbird, 8 (53); Swamp Sparrow, 7 (47); 
Savannah Sparrow, 7 (47); Am. Goldfinch, 5 (33); 
House Wren, 4 (27); Com. Yellowthroat, 4 (27); 


Palm Warbler, 3 (20); Eastern Towhee, 3 (20); 
Marsh Hawk, 1 (7); Ground Dove, 1 (7); Red-wing, 
1 (7); Bob-white, 1 (7); Yellow-throated Warbler, 
1 (7); Am. Robin, +; Mockingbird, +; Great Blue 
Heron, +; Cardinal, +. Average total: 108 birds 
(density, 720 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: On 
the last two counts Myrtle Warblers were never out 
of sight but they left soon after the census period 
ended. Although flocks of Palm Warblers moved up 
and down the beach, the 3 in this census occupied a 
territory not over 100 ft. across. Although the Marsh 
Hawk was usually flushed there were only 2-3 on the 
entire 550 acre island. The 2 sparrows occupied dif- 
ferent habitats. A single covey of 5 Bob-whites was 
seen. Birds seen flying over were the Brown Pelican, 
Man-o'-war-bird, Laughing Gull, Black Duck, and 
Bald Eagle. Raccoons and cotton rats are the only 
mammals known to inhabit the island. Numerous 
burrows of the gopher tortoise are found on the area, 
but none of the animals were seen abroad during the 


study —Marvin Wass, Mallet Key, Pass-a-Grille, 
Fla. 
24. UPLAND DECIDUOUS FOREST.—Loca- 


tion: 4 miles east of Carey, Ohio. Size: 40 acres; 
660 yards by 293 yards, paced. Description of Area: 
A fairly mature stand of mixed deciduous trees, con- 
sisting mainly of various species of oaks, along with 
hickory and beech. For a more detailed description of 
the area, see Audubon Field Notes, 8:281 (1954). 
Weather: The temperature during the census period 
was slightly below normal, ranging from a high of 
58° to a low of —5° with a daily average of 26.5°. 
Precipitation for the period was about normal, 3.11 
inches of which fell as rain. There was snow on the 
ground on most of the days during the last half of 
the census period, but it never accumulated to a depth 
of more than two or three inches. Coverage: Dec. 
25; Jan. 2, 3, 16, 30; Feb. 6. Total: 6 trips, averag- 
ing two hours each. Census: Tufted Titmouse, 25 
(63); Red-headed Woodpecker, 24 (60); White- 
breasted Nuthatch, 8 (20); Downy Woodpecker, 5 
(13); Cardinal, 4 (10); Black-capped Chickadee, 3 
(8); Mourning Dove, 2 (5); Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker, 2 (5); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (3); Yellow- 
shafted Flicker, 1 (3); Blue Jay, 1 (3); Common 
Starling, 1 (3); Am. Goldfinch, 1 (3); Am. Tree 
Sparrow, 1 (3); Song Sparrow, 1 (3); Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, 1 (3); Barred Owl, +; Screech 
Owl, Slate-colored Junco, +; Brown Creeper, 
+. Average Total: 81 birds (density, 203 per 100 
acres). Remarks: The number of individuals seen 
on each trip ranged from 71 to 101. The average 
number of birds seen per trip showed a decrease 
of eleven from last year’s average of 92 per trip. Six 
species seen during last year’s study were not ob- 
served this year; they were Bob-white, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Purple Finch, House Sparrow, Brown 
Thrasher, and Red-breasted Nuthatch. Two species 


i ar 


noted this year but not last year were the Screech 
Owl and Golden-crowned Kinglet. Five species 
Downy Woodpecker, Red-headed Woodpecker, Cg. 
dinal, White-breasted Nuthatch, and Tufted Ti. 
mouse, were recorded on every trip. All of these ¢. 
cept the Cardinal were also seen on every trip last 
year. The Red-headed Woodpeckers were again wel] 
distributed throughout the area, being seen in evey 
part of the woods. The Tufted Titmice were usually 
seen in groups of four or five and a flocking tep. 
dency was also noted among the Cardinals. As in Jas 
years study, the Cardinals were always seen nea 
the edge and did much of their feeding outside the 
area. The figure for Mourning Doves is somewhat 
misleading since they were seen on only one trip, 
when a flock of fourteen appeared—RopsertT G. 
HayMAN, R.F.D. 1, Carey, Ohio. 


25. ORCHARD.—Location: Two miles south. 
west of Mooresville, Indiana. Size: 19 acres. De. 
scription of Area: See Audubon Field Notes, 8:28). 
282 and 8:375 (1954). Weather: The temperature 
ranged from -9° to 59° with daily average of 27.4°, 
Precipitation, most of which fell as rain, was below 
normal for period. Snow cover was present about 
one-half the time, although there was never more 
than 1 inch on ground at any one time. Coverage: 
Dec. 18-22, 24, 28: Jan. 1, 6-8, 16, 18, 24-30; Feb, 
3, 6. Total, 22 trips, averaging 35 minutes each, 
Census: Am. Robin, 16 (84); Common Starling, 9 
(47); Slate-colored Junco, 6 (32); Am. Tree Spar. 
row, 3 (16): Yellow-shafted Flicker, 2 (11); Cedar 
Waxwing. 2 (11); Red-bellied Woodpecker, 1 (5); 
Downy Woodpecker, 1 (5); Blue Jay, 1 (5); Caro. 
lina Chickadee, 1 (5); Eastern Bluebird, 1 (5); Car. 
dinal, 1 (5); Am. Goldfinch, 1 (5); Field Sparrow, 
1 (5): Bob-white, +; Mourning Dove, +; Yellow. 
bellied Sapsucker, +: Tufted Titmouse, +; White. 
breasted Nuthatch, +; Mockingbird, +; Golden 
crowned Kinglet, +; Eastern Meadowlark, +; Song 
Sparrow, +. Average Total: 46 birds (density, 242 
per 100 acres). Remarks: In spite of sharp increase 
in Am. Robin and Common Starling densities, total 
density was slightly down from last year. Reduction 
in density of Eastern Meadowlark, Mourning Dove, 
and Cedar Waxwing is quite apparent. Colder tem- 
peratures and more snow were the only marked dif- 
ferences between conditions this year and last year 
and may be responsible for fewer Mourning Doves 
and Eastern Meadowlarks. Flocks of robins, starlings, 
and Cedar Waxwings appeared the middle of January 
and remained throughout the period. While in the 
area they fed on rotten apples. A feeder located 100 
yards north of the area may have affected titmice, 
chickadees and  nuthatches——-ROBERT GREGORY, 
Mooresville, Indiana. 


26. MATURE MIXED HARDWOOD FOR- 
EST, UPLAND AND FLOODPLAIN.—Location: 
8 miles northeast of Indianapolis, Indiana. Size: 19 
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acres. Description of Area: 17 acres of wooded 
ridges cut by gullies and 2 acres of level floodplain 
covered with a variety of trees, none of which is par- 
ticularly dominant. For a detailed description of the 
area see Audubon Field Notes, 8: 369-370 (1954). 
Weather: More or less normal during the census per- 
iod with the exception of five days of near-zero tem- 
peratures late in January. Light snow covered most of 
the ground on four of the census trips. Coverage: 
Dec. 22, 26; Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23; Feb. 8. Total, 7 trips 
averaging 14/, hours each, from 6:40 a.m. to 10:00 
am. Census: Tufted Titmouse, 8 (42); Downy 
Woodpecker, 3 (16); Am. Crow, 2 (11); Carolina 
Chickadee, 2 (11) ; White-breasted Nuthatch, 2 (11); 
Barred Owl, 1 (5); Blue Jay, 1 (5); Brown Creeper, 
1 (5); Carolina Wren, 1 (5); Slate-colored Junco, 
1 (5); Sparrow Hawk, +; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
4; Hairy Woodpecker, +; Eastern Bluebird, +; 
Cardinal, +; Song Sparrow, +. Average Total: 22 
birds (density, 116 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: 
The Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Chickadee, White- 
breasted Nuthatch, Downy Woodpecker, and Brown 
Creeper usually occurred in mixed flocks. A flock of 
4 Slate-colored Juncos was seen on one trip. Three 
Eastern Bluebirds were seen together on one trip, 
Dec. 26. The Barred Owl was seen roosting in the 
top of the same hollow tree on all trips but one.— 
Lewis NADING, 3840 Central Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 


27. GRAZED STREAM BOTTOMLAND.— 
Location: One mile west of Decatur, Illinois, along 
Steven's Creek between U. S. 36 and the Sangamon 
River. Size: 93.4 acres. Description of Area: The 
level floodplain of Steven’s Creek which runs south 
through the census area is dominated in order of 
decreasing abundance of herbaceous plants as follows: 
Illinois Ironweed (Vernonia illinoensis), Bull Thistle 
(Cirsium lanceolatum), Blue Vervain (Verbena has- 
tata), Wood Nettle (Laportea canadensis), Common 
Poke (Phytolacca decandra), Common Blue Violet 
(Viola papilionacea), grapevine (Vitis sp.), White 
Snakeroot (Eupatorium urticaefolium), White Ver- 
vain (Verbena urticaefolia), Yellow Wood Sorrel 
(Oxalis stricta), Mist Flower (Exupatorium coelesti- 
num); and of deciduous trees: Osage Orange 
(Maclura pomifera), Am. Elm (Ulmus americana), 
Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum), Sycamore (Plata- 
nus occidentalis), willow (Salix sp.), Box Elder 
(Acer negundo), Ailanthus (A/slanthus ailanthus), 
Redbud (Cercis canadensis), Cottonwood (Populus 
deltoides). The average DBH of these trees is about 
1Y, feet and the average height is about 80 feet 
excluding the Maclura pomifera whose average DBH 
is 8 inches and average height is approximately 40 
feet. The average elevation is approximately 670 feet 
above sea level. EDGE: The area is surrounded by 
similar habitat to the south, farmland to the east, oak- 
maple woodland to the west, and city park (Fair- 
view) to the north. The only resemblance to artificial 





feeding around the census area is the sewage disposal 
plant of Decatur which is to the southwest. Killdeer 
winter at the sewage disposal plant; therefore, we 
did not count those killdeer which we heard on each 
trip. Weather: During the census period the tem- 
peratures ranged from 10° to 40°, averaging 31°. 
Coverage: Dec. 18, 29, 31; Jan. 8, 15, 27: Feb. 5. 
Total, 7 trips, averaging 2% hours each. Census: 
Slate-colored Junco, 25 (27); Cardinal, 11 (12); 
Am. Crow, 10 (11); Tufted Titmouse, 9 (10); 
Black-capped Chickadee, 9 (10); Common Starling, 
8 (9); Song Sparrow, 8 (9); Am. Goldfinch, 8 (9); 
Downy Woodpecker, 7 (7); House Sparrow, 5 (5); 
Blue Jay, 4 (4); Carolina Wren, 4 (4); Brown 
Creeper, 3 (3); Mallard, 2 (2); Hairy Woodpecker, 
2 (2); White-breasted Nuthatch, 2 (2); Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 2 (2); Am. Tree Sparrow, 2 (2); 
Purple Finch, 2 (2); Yellow-shafted Flicker, 1 (1); 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1 (1); Barred Owl, 1°(1); 
Red-shouldered Hawk, 1 (1); Eastern Bluebird, 1 
(1); Mourning Dove, +; Winter Wren, +; 
Cooper's Hawk, +; Red-tailed Hawk, +; Bob-white, 
+; Belted Kingfisher, +; Red-breasted Nuthatch, + ; 
Am. Robin, +; Red-eyed Towhee, +; White-throated 
Sparrow, +. Average Total: 128 birds (density, 
137 per 100 acres). Remarks: Canada Geese (flock 
of 20) and Red-wings (flock of 10) were seen flying 
over the census area. The Barred Owl was flushed 
from the same location each time, and has been seen 
at that spot for two years. The kingfisher which was 
observed was seen only when Stephen's Creek was 
swollen by heavy rains. We were assisted by Walter 
Mannering on one trip.—GEORGE CHANIOT and 
RoBERT Kirsy, 1995 N. Main St., Decatur, Illinois. 


28. OAK-MAPLE FOREST AND FOREST 
EDGE.—Location: 6 miles northeast of Champaign, 
Illinois. Size: 55-acre forest plus 1.25 miles of forest 
edge. Description of Area: See Audubon Field 
Notes, 2: 151-152 (1948). Coverage: Dec. 15, 27; 
Jan. 8, 22; Feb. 9, 26. Party-hours per trip, 234. 
Census: Forest-INTERIOR SPEcIFS: Downy Wood- 
pecker, 13 (24); Red-bellied Woodpecker, 7 (13); 
Tufted Titmouse, 3 (5); Brown Creeper, 3 (5); 
(Black-capped?) Chickadee, 3 (5); Hairy Wood- 
pecker, 2 (4); Red-headed Woodpecker. 2 (4); 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 2 (4); Carolina Wren, 1 
(2); Horned Owl, 1 (2); Winter Wren, +. Forest- 
Epce Species (Individuals per mile of edge in par- 
entheses): Am. Tree Sparrow, 26 (21); Mourning 
Dove, 11 (9); Common Starling, 8 (6); Ring-necked 
Pheasant, 7 (6); Blue Jay, 6 (5); Slate-colored 
Junco, 6 (5); Cardinal, 5 (4); Bob-white, 4 (3); 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 3 (2); Song Sparrow, 2 (2); 
Red-tailed Hawk, 1 (1); House Sparrow, 1 (1); 
Swamp Sparrow, +; Am. Crow, +. Average Total: 
FoREST-INTERIOR: 37 birds (density, 67 per 100 
acres); Forest-EpGe: 80 birds (64 birds per mile). 
Remarks: The overwintering of Red-headed Wood- 














































peckers, noted last year, continued this year in 
smaller numbers. Red-bellied and Downy Wood- 
peckers were present this year in larger numbers 
than ever before in the 26 years’ records for these 
woods.—S. C. KENDEIGH, Champaign, Ill. 


29. SHRUBBY FIELD AND FOREST EDGE. 
—Location: The Field, added to Bird Haven, the 
Ridgway Memorial Sanctuary (1929) in Richmond 
County, Olney, Illinois. Size: 85 acres (approxi- 
mately). Description of Area: A nearly rectangular 
field with a good grass cover, in which many vines 
of dewberry, blackberry, trumpet creeper and such 
spread in a nearly impenetrable growth with trees 
scattered about, some large and all native, except for 
a few pines that have been planted. The large stream 
and its branches are marked by a heavy growth of 
native trees and shrubs. A grove of Black Locusts 
(Robinia pseudoacacia) extends along the east and 
west sides of the north one-third of the area, and 
trees, forest-like, now mark the southwest corner 
near the main stream, and parts of south edge. The 
Black Birch (Betula nigra) is well established in 
low sections of the south portion, some being large. 
Weather: Temperatures for the period were freezing, 
with zero records at times. Coverage: Dec. 20; Jan. 
8, 11, 20, 28; Feb. 2, 7. Total: 7 trips, average time 
per trip about 2 hours. Census: Slate-colored Junco, 
16 (19); Field Sparrow, 15 (18); Am. Tree Spar- 
row, 11 (13); Carolina Chickadee, 9 (11); Cardinal, 
7 (8); Blue Jay, 4 (5); Tufted Titmouse, 4 (5); 
Am. Goldfinch, 4 (5); Downy Woodpecker, 3 (4); 
Carolina Wren, 3 (4); Eastern Bluebird, 3 (4); 
Mourning Dove, 1 (1); Yellow-shafted Flicker, 1 
(1); Red-bellied Woodpecker, 1 (1); Red-tailed 
Hawk, +; Marsh Hawk, +; Barred Owl, +; Hairy 
Woodpecker, +; Am. Crow, +; White-breasted Nut- 
hatch, +; Mockingbird, +; Common Starling, +; 
Purple Grackle (Bronzed), +; Song Sparrow. +. 
Average Total: 82 birds (density, 97 per 100 acres). 
Remarks: This is only the second year that Field 
Sparrows have been known to remain in this area for 
the entire winter season—lMrs. VERA SCHERER 
SHAW and PERNA M. STINE, Olney, Ill. 


30. CITY PARK.—Location: Des Moines, 
Iowa. Size: 33 acres. Description of Area: Upland 
deciduous forest area of rectangular shape. With the 
exception of two smali groves of White Pine, (Pinus 
strobus), and Austrian Pine, (P. austriaca), and a 
group of Hawthorn, (Crataegus coccinea) the trees 
are almost exclusively virgin White Oaks, (Quercus 
alba) 50 to 60 ft. in height and 15 to 24 in. DBH. 
Western and central portions of the area are grassy 
beneath the oaks, but the eastern third has an under- 
story consisting of Gray Dogwood, (Cornus pani- 
culata); Coralberry, (Symphoricarpos); and High- 
bush Cranberry, (Viburnum opulus). Topography: 
quite rolling and hilly; elevation, 800 ft. EpceE: 
bounded on the north by a busy highway and 





on the north half of the east by a Tesi- 
dential street, balance is similar to area cen- 
sused. Coverage: Dec. 24, 31; Jan. 1, 8, 9, 15, 16, 
22, 23, 29, 30; Feb. 5, 6. Total, 13 trips, averaging 
114 hours each. Census: Slate-colored Junco, 6 (18): 
Blue Jay, 3 (9); Black-capped Chickadee, 3 (9): 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 3 (9); House Sparrow, 3 
(9); Downy Woodpecker, 2 (6); Tufted Titmouse, 
2 (6); Barred Owl, 1 (3); Yellow-shafted Flicker 
1 (3); Red-bellied Woodpecker, 1 (3); Hairy Wood. 
pecker, 1 (3); Common Starling, 1 (3); Cardinal 
1 (3); Red-headed Woodpecker, +; Brown Creeper, 
+; Golden-crowned Kinglet, +; Song Sparrow, +. 
Average Total: 28 birds, (density, 84 per 109 
acres). Barred Owls found only in White Pines, Song 
Sparrow, only in cattails. Temperatures ranged from 
-13° to 52° F. with daily mean 27°. From Jan. 22 
on the ground was covered with 6 to 9 inches of 
snow.—WoOoDWARD H. BRowN, 4815 Ingersoll Ave, 
Des Moines, lowa. 


31. UPLAND PINE AND PINE-OAK 
WOODLAND.—Location: About 2.5 miles north- 
east of El Dorado, Union County, Arkansas, SWY, 
SWY4 Sec. 2 T17S R15W. Size: 23.2 acres, about 
square with the northeast corner missing, to average 
around 330 yards on a side. Area laid out with rope 
and compass. Description of Area: See Audubon 
Field Notes, 7:247 and 343 (1953); and 8:28? 
(1954). Cutting to the west to remove excess, de- 
formed, and otherwise undesirable trees was carried 
out over 40 acres in July, 1954, the newly thinned 
tract being about 300 feet from the western edge of 
the study area. This completed the initial cutting of 
the entire 361 acre tract of which this and 75% of 
the area of Census No. 32 are a part. Weather: No 
snow, ground unfrozen, and no prolonged cold spells 
during period of census. Temperatures recorded dur- 
ing the hours of census varied from 35° to 60° F. 
and averaged 44°. Coverage: Dec. 18, 31; Jan. 2, 
9, 15, 22, 29; Feb. 5. Total, 8 trips, between 8:10 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m., averaging 1.3 hours each. 
Census: Blue Jay, 2 (9); Tufted Titmouse, 2 (9); 
Am. Goldfinch, 2 (9); Slate-colored Junco, 2 (9); 
Black Vulture, 1 (4); Downy Woodpecker, 1 (4); 
Carolina Chickadee, 1 (4); Brown-headed Nut- 
hatch 1 (4); Carolina Wren, 1 (4); Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, 1 (4); Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1 
(4); Cardinal, 1 (4); Field Sparrow, 1 (4); Turkey 
Vulture, +; Yellow-shafted Flicker, +; Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, +; Brown Creeper, +; Am. Robin, 
+: Hermit Thrush, +; Eastern Bluebird, +. Aver- 
age Total: 17 birds (density, 73 per 100 acres). 
Remarks: The decrease in population from the 31 
total of last winter resulted from a decrease in 6 
species and the absence of 8 species. Populations of 
5 species increased and of 9 remained the same. De- 
terioration within the area of the brush piles from 
the cuttings of 1951 and 1952, and the presence of 
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new brush piles from the timber removal in the 
hottomland area to the west would seem to be a 
factor in the decrease or absence of most of the 
species. The increases were within the normal varia- 
tion expected. The Brown-headed Nuthatch and the 
Pine Warbler range around considerably in loose 
flocks during the winter season, and census of a 
considerably larger area would be expected necessary 
before estimate could be made as to year to year win- 
ter population changes in these species. Svend Hoi- 
berg assisted on four coverages—-ARNOLD J. Hol- 
BERG, Route 3, Box 226, El Dorado, Ark. 


32. SOUTHERN OAK-PINE BOTTOM- 
LAND.—Location: Approximately 2.5 miles NE of 
Fl Dorado, Union County, Arkansas, NEY SE% 
Sec. 3 T17S R1ISW. Size: 19.9 acres, approximately 
square except for the creek boundary on the west 
running NW to add a triangular area. Average 
around 300 yards square, laid out with rope and 
compass. Description of Area: See Audubon Field 
Notes, 7:248 and 346 (1953) and 8:283 (1954). 
The western 25 per cent of study area bordering the 
creek showed pathways and effect of grazing by 
cattle and rooting by pigs during the dry summer 
and fall of 1954. Five pigs were noted in this portion 
during two of the trips of this census. During the 
week of Jan. 30, 1955, approximately 0.5 acre was 
cleared in the wooded area across the creek, border- 
ing approximately 250 feet along the southwest 
boundary of the study tract. Weather: Temperatures 
recorded during the hours of census varied from 34° 
to 71° F. and averaged 49° F. Coverage: Dec. 18, 
29; Jan. 1, 8, 16, 23, 30; Feb. 5. Total, 8 trips, 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., averaging 1.4 hours each. 
Census: White-throated Sparrow, 22 (110); Tufted 
Titmouse, 5 (25); Eastern Towhee, 4 (20); Blue 
Jay, 3 (15); Winter Wren, 3 (15); Cardinal, 3 
(15); Yellow-shafted Flicker, 2 (10); Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 2 (10); Carolina Chickadee, 2 (10); 
Carolina Wren, 2 (10); Hermit Thrush, 2 (10); 
Am. Goldfinch, 2 (10); Turkey Vulture, 1 (5); 
Pileated Woodpecker, 1 (5); Yellow-bellied Sap- 
sucker, 1 (5); Downy Woodpecker, 1 (5); White- 
breasted Nuthatch, 1 (5); Red-breasted Nuthatch, 1 
(5); Brown-headed Nuthatch, 1 (5); Am. Robin, 1 
(5); Eastern Bluebird, 1 (5); Golden-crowned King- 
let, 1 (5); Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1 (5); Myrtle 
Warbler, 1 (5); Slate-colored Junco, 1 (5); Song 
Sparrow, 1 (5); Black Vulture, +; Red-shouldered 
Hawk, +; Brown Creeper, +; Mockingbird, +; 
Brown Thrasher, +; Swamp Sparrow, +. Average 
Total: 66 birds (density, 332 per 100 acres). Re- 
marks: The net decrease in population from 78 birds 
in 1953-54 represented no change in 14 species, an 
absence of 9 species, a decrease in 9 species, an in- 
crease in 6 species, and 3 new species: the Red- 
breasted Nuthatch, Mockingbird, and Swamp Spar- 
row. Of these only the Swamp Sparrow had been 


previously recorded, in 1952-53. The Mockingbird 
was noted once; and the Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
either singly or as a pair during five coverages, the 
black eyeline being clearly noted. The population 
changes did not seem to relate to such possible habitat 
changes as grazing and deterioration of brush piles, 
the largest increase being in the White-throated 
Sparrow and the largest decrease in the Am. Robin 
and Cedar Waxwing. Food supply was plentiful. 
Results of the last coverage did not seem to be 
affected by the new clearing across the creek. Svend 
Hoiberg assisted on one coverage——ARNOLD J. Hol- 
BERG and JOHN A. HOIBERG, Route 3, Box 226, El 
Dorado, Ark. 


33. OPEN PONDEROSA PINE FOREST.— 
Location: Mouth of South Canyon, just beyond the 
northwest corner of Rapid City, Pennington County, 
South Dakota. Size: 20 acres. Description of Area: 
See Audubon Field Notes, 8:283-284 and 371 
(1954). This winter the boundaries were replotted, 
and more territory was added on the north. The 
added area is on the ridge top, more nearly level 
than the rest of the study area, and is lightly grazed 
by horses. Weather: Dry with very little snow until 
the middle of January. Maximum temperatures were 
63° F. on Dec. 20 and 60° on Jan. 2. Minima were 
-3° on Jan. 12 and -4° on Feb. 4. Mean 
temperature for December was 32.4° and for 
January 23.9°. During the 51-day census period, 
the minimum temperature was below 32° on 
48 days, the maximum temperature below 32° 
on 19 days, and the minimum below 0 on 4 days. 
Total precipitation was 0.87 inches (water equiva- 
lent), all as snow, with the heaviest snowfall on Jan. 
17 and 23. Data from U. S. Weather Bureau, Munici- 
pal Airport, about 10 miles east of study area. Cov- 
erage: Dec. 18, 23, 26; Jan. 1, 9, 13, 16, 27, 29, 30. 
Total, 10 trips, averaging about 2 hours each. Census: 
White-winged Junco, 9 (45); Pifion Jay, 8 (40); 
Black-capped Chickadee, 3 (15); Townsend’s Soli- 
taire, 1 (5); Rough-legged Hawk, +; Ring-necked 
Pheasant, +; White-breasted Nuthatch, +; Pine 
Siskin, +; Slate-colored Junco, +; Oregon Junco, 
+. Average Total: 21 birds (density, 104 per 100 
acres). Remarks: Flocks of 25 and 40 White-winged 
Juncos were seen on two occasions. They ranged 
widely, as did a flock of 40 or 50 Pifion Jays. One 
or two chickadees always accompanied the junco 
flock, and once a single Oregon Junco was found 
with them. My casual observations elsewhere suggest 
that this density is typical of forests of the Black 
Hills in winter—N. R. WHITNEY, Jr., 4350 
Meadowwood Drive, Rapid City, S$. Dak. 


34. FLOODPLAIN DECIDUOUS FOREST.— 
Location: 3 miles south, 1 mile east of Crete, Saline 
County, Nebraska. Size: 11 acres. Description of 
Area: A fairly mature second-growth forest area, 
roughly triangular in shape covering both the high 








and low flood plain of the Big Blue River. The 
dominant trees average about 60 feet in height and 
about one foot DBH. The dominant trees are: White 
Ash (Fraxinus americana), Mossy-cup Oak (Quercus 
macrocarpa), Cottonwood (Populus deltoides) and 
Black Walnut (Juglans nigra). The dominant shrub 
in the understory is Coralberry (Symphoricarpos or- 
biculatus). Names of plants are taken from Gray’s 
Manual, 8th Edition. TopoGRAPHy: Level floodplain 
rising to steep cliffs; elevation 1340 feet. EpGe: Area 
surrounded by similar habitat except on east where 
there are cultivated fields. Weather: During the 
census period the temperature ranged from 24° to 
65° F. The ground was covered with a maximum of 
three inches of snow during three days of the census 
period. Coverage: Dec. 19, 21, 24, 25, 29; Jan. 1, 
2, 8. Total, 8 trips, averaging one hour each. Census: 
Slate-colored Junco, 12 (109); Black-capped Chick- 
adee, 11 (100); Brown Creeper, 2 (18); Am. Crow, 
1 (9); Downy Woodpecker, 1 (9); Cardinal, 1 (9); 
Am. Tree Sparrow, 1 (9); Harris’s Sparrow, 1 (9); 
Blue Jay, 1 (9); Song Sparrow, 1 (9); Yellow- 
shafted Flicker, 1 (9); White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 
(9); Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 (9); Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 1 (9); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (9); Red- 
tailed Hawk, +; Horned Owl, +; Belted King- 
fisher, +; Winter Wren, +; Am. Goldfinch, +: 
Chipping Sparrow, +. Average Total: 37 birds 
(density, 336 per 100 acres). Remarks: Black- 
capped Chickadees, Brown Creepers, Downy Wood- 
peckers, Blue Jays, White-breasted Nuthatches, Red- 
breasted Nuthatches, Red-bellied Woodpeckers, and 
Hairy Woodpeckers could be found in any part of 
the area. The other species were always found along 
the edge. There appeared to be a marked shifting of 
birds, because on some trips a large number of birds 
were found in the area while on other days very few 
birds were present. Although Coralberry has a very 
attractive red berry, birds do not appear to eat it; 
this may account for the low population of seed eat- 
ing species —WILLIAM F. Rapp, Jr., 430 Ivy Avenue, 
Crete, Nebr. 


35. UPPER FOOTHILLS, PONDEROSA 
PINE FOREST.—Location: In Genesee Mountain 
Park of the Denver Mountain Parks, 17 miles west 
of Denver, Colorado, in NW part of Section 15, T. 
4 S., R. 71 W., 6th Principal Meridian. Size: 67 
acres. Description of Area: A nearly pure, all-aged 
stand of Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa), 50 acres 
of thinly-stocked, dry south and southwest slope and 
17 acres of better-stocked north and northeast slope, 
described in Audubon Field Notes, 6:230-231 and 
311-312 (1952). Elevation: 7700 to 7950 ft. 
Weather: Temperatures at Denver, approximately 
2500 feet lower than the study area, averaged 1° F. 
below normal (31°) during the count period (Dec. 
24 to Feb. 5). December and January temperatures 
averaged 1 or 2° above normal and the February 





temperatures 7° below normal. Temperatures at Idaho 
Springs, 10 miles west of this area and at nearly the 
same elevation (7550 ft.) varied similarly from the 
normal (25°). At Denver, average daily maximum 
was 39.6°, minimum 20.2°; at Idaho Springs, aver. 
age maximum was 36.8°, minimum 12.5° (Dec. and 
Jan. only), 3° and 6°, respectively, colder than the 
corresponding Denver averages. (Feb. data for Idaho 
Springs not available.) Average temperatures at both 
places for October, November and December were 
3° to 6° above normal. Precipitation at Denver dur. 
ing the count period was .95 inch (14.6 in. snow), 
or 1.4 normal; at Idaho Springs, Dec. 24 to Jan. 31 
it was .24 inch (1.9 in. snow), about 1/3 normal, to 
compare with .74 inch (9.9 in. snow) for the same 
period at Denver. Snow cover at time of first trip 
was approximately 50% on north slope and 10% 
on south, averaging one inch in depth. After storm 
of Dec. 26-27, it was 90 to 100%, 6 inches deep, on 
north, and varied between 10 and 50% (except last 
trip, 90%), 2 to 3 inches average depth, on south, 
November snowfall was 4.4 inches at Denver, 11.9 at 
Idaho Springs. (None in December prior to 26th). 
Coverage: Dec. 24; Jan. 9, 25, 29, 30: Feb. 5. Total: 
6 trips, averaging 134 hours each. Hours between 
7:30 a.m. and 4:45 p.m. 














North South Entire 
Slope Slope Area 
Species 17 acres 50 acres 67 acres 
Pygmy Nuthatch ...... 1 <6) 8 (36) 9 (14) 
DS ee re 2 (iz) 3 (i) 7 (10) 
Mountain Chickadee 2 {32} 4 (8) 6 (9) 
ee eee _ > ee Lt @ 
White-breasted Nuthatch. — t 2) 1 (2) 
TR. BNE vis wie awe oe + t 2) : 
Junco (species?) ...... — 1 (2) 1 (1) 
Common Raven ...... — a + 
Brown Creeper ....... ~ — ~ 
Average totals ...... 21 26 
Density per 100 acres. 30 42 39 








Remarks: Seed or fruit crops of Ponderosa Pine, 
Mountain Mahogany, Colorado Juniper and Squaw 
Currant were poor; Douglas Fir was good. This study 
is especially interesting, in comparison with those of 
the last three years, for the marked decrease in both 
number of species (14, 15, 18, 9 for the four years 
of study) and density (81, 64, 123, 39 birds per 100 
acres). Although snow cover was more nearly com- 
plete and average temperature was 5° to 10° lower 
than those of the three preceding years, those climatic 
factors probably had little, if any, influence on the 
winter-bird population. The decrease of all species 
was evident as early as the first week of November 
and continues unchanged at time of writing (March 
13). All fringillids usually more or less common in 
winter: Red Crossbill, Cassin’s Finch, Pine Grosbeak, 
Pine Siskin and White-winged Junco, have been com- 
pletely absent in the mountains, presumably because 
of shortage of their favorite foods. The only one of 
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these which might be influenced much by heavy snow 
cover, the White-winged Junco, left the foothills for 
the plains several weeks before the first considerable 
snowfall. The unidentified juncos were probably 
(Pink-sided) Oregon and/or Gray-headed. The un- 
ysually high count of crows was of flocks flying over, 
probably between a roost in the foothills and feed- 
ing grounds at the edge of the plains. (A flock of 90 
flew partly over the area on Jan. 25 and smaller 
flocks were observed on two other trips.) The Am. 
Robin, frequent during two of the three previous 
winters, was entirely absent from the mountains; 
Townsend's Solitaire, frequent all three years, was 
much less common than usual. All trips were made 
by the compiler, assisted on one by Leonard Licht and 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Taylor—Donatp M. 
THATCHER, (Colorado Bird Club), 2916 Perry St., 
Denver, Colo. 


36. IMMATURE LODGEPOLE PINE FOR- 
EST.—Location: In Genesee Mountain Park, of the 
Denver Mountain Parks, 15 miles west of Denver, 
Colorado, on the north slope of the mountain. Size: 
20 acres. Description of Area: A generally pure’ 
stand of Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta) of medium 
density, aged 95 years, with small amount of Douglas 
Fir (Pseudotsuga taxifolia) and Ponderosa Pine 
(Pinus ponderosa), described in Audubon Field Notes, 
§:315 (1951) and 6:231 (1952). Elevation: 7950 to 
3200 ft. Weather: For surnmary, see Study No. 35. 


Snow cover was 95 to 100% throughout count period 
(starting Jan. 8) and varied in average depth from 
5 in. at start to 8 in. at end. Coverage: Jan. 8, 15, 
25, 29, 30; Feb. 6. Total: 6 trips, averaging 40 
minutes each. Hours between 8:15 a.m. and 4:45 p.m. 
Census: In the table figures in parentheses are the 
average totals for 1955, other figures being density 
per 100 acres. 
Remarks: Lodgepole Pine and Douglas Fir seed 
crops were good; Ponderosa Pine, poor. The decrease 
in population density from the numbers of the past 
two years is in agreement with the very noticeable 
relative scarcity of most species throughout this part 
of the Rocky Mountain region, evident since early 
November. While it should be interesting to corre- 
late the population changes with climatic factors, it 
is unlikely that any such correlation could be made 
for so few as four or five successive winters. More- 
over, for most species, population fluctuations in the 
foothills, if due at all to winter climatic factors, are 
more likely reflections of climatic conditions in the 
higher mountains or farther north. The occurrence of 
many species, especially fringillids, corvids and 
thrushes, apparently is influenced more by food abund- 
ance or shortage, here or elsewhere, than by climate. 
(See remarks for accompanying study in Ponderosa 
Pine habitat, No. 35). All trips were made by the 
compiler, assisted on one by Leonard Licht —DOoNALD 
M. THATCHER (Colorado Bird Club), 2916 Perry St., 
Denver, Colo. 














Species 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 
Mountain ‘ChiCKaGEE cco. os 5s ccc ciccaewaa eels 20 10 35 20 20 (4) 
PR IE ik is canons ween Kae wie ee een — — 30 5 10 (2) 
RR RE ig. sccm DAdiwedawaantigoninmes 10 5 10 5 10 (2) 
Re oso sons oo eames eka eSbie sudan — 5 -- 25 -- 
White-breasted Nuthatch ................... + + 5 5 - 
ie NN 656 Sans dit pees Gale eee Ay — — 10 — — 
ee ee ee er ee err ae + 5 + — + 
Golden-crowned Kinglet ...................4. + — — 5 + 
Red-breasted Nuthatch . .....ccsscsscdesevee 5 — — — —_— 
Pe AN od go otis 6 okie RRs Mmceiecbiaee — —- — 5 _— 
Oregon Junco (Pink-sided) ................. — - — — $1) 
ee. a ce ee “= — — 5 _ 
RY I ok tn hes aa cee iwewewae _ _ — os 
a ha dis ann ts, da lence hase we a — a — os 
ee + — — — — 
OE RN 54 in io ce sg va mena loratanaie insti ods —_— — — + — 
TOMO S SOMA 2.6 ois cc aeiasaswees — — a a — 
ee it ee ee re as -= a — -— 

Density, birds per 100 acres .............. 35 25 90 75 45 (9) 
PR Rs moots ys eh ia ln sel ie 8 5 7 11 8 

















37. IMMATURE DOUGLAS FIR FOREST.— 
Location: In Genesee Mountain Park, of the Denver 
Mountain Parks, 15 miles west of Denver, Colorado, 
on north slope of the mountain. Size: 20 acres. 
Description of Area: A 95-year-old, medium-heavy 
stand of Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga taxifolia), with 
about 10% of Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta) and 









Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa), described in 
Audubon Field Notes, 5:315 (1951) and 6:232 
(1952). Elevation: 7900 to 8200 ft. Weather: In- 
















cluding snow cover, similar to that of adjacent Lodge. 
pole Pine habitat (No. 36). Coverage: Jan. 8, 15 
25, 29, 30; Feb. 6. Total: 6 trips, averaging 40 
minutes each. Hours between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m, 
Census: In the table figures in parentheses are the 
average totals for 1955, other figures being density per 
100 acres. 
Remarks: See accompanying study in Lodgepole Pine 
habitat (No. 36)—DoONALD M. THATCHER (Colp. 
vado Bird Club), 2916 Perry St., Denver, Colo. 














Species 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 
PRES AOE SUES SS re en ane 10 15 40 35 20 (4) 
CT SS re ere eee sconere one grer rere == — 40 5 + 
os on enels kee Seah KS aren band 3 15 5 5 5 5 (1) 
PE RSMEE DOE. Sila s:2 5.50.09 5 esas cas ah es 5 10 4 10 5 (1) 
White-breasted Nuthatch ...... 0.000.000 _ 5 5 5 5 (1) 
Golden-crowned Kinglet .................0-- 5 5 + 5 —_ 
ge Re ae ane eee ree — — + 10 — 
OE SE gS te ree ea ere an ee deer _ — 10 — — 
EE MD is Seiigin rine 40 9 deed A Sinko — ~- 10 — — 
Oregon Junco (Pink-sided) ...............-. —_ — 4 —— $ (1) 
Ne MR 2 asreh fees )8 5 mcs. 57a ce. b he fo inva 8:3. 89> aN + —_— + 5 -= 
Obs Cl rer — 5 a -— 
EEE ECT OCee ET COT EET eS — 5 4 —- ~~ 
Meee winter PUNCH. sick ca awed ce ecase esse — ~- 5 — — 
NINN ech ciali a5 o15 pu ae 1 ve i Sy Acw 4 oregin RideSae — — — + —_— 
ES Oe en eee eee — as — — oe 
ee Scag hia se cna sw het aoe ema i -— — - a a 
Red-preasted INGihatch. oc... occ a ok cece seas + — — — 
PR, PR UEMRNI 0c 6 5s 05 ain Wd a oe 6 we 4 arse SK ca — + — mS 
SEEN NEED 6 esol. ace 6 0 Se 4-4-5 Se SO _— a= — + — 

Density, birds per 100 acres .............. 35 45 120 80 40 (8) 

RIAN ote) c aha a sei Saeurs have oc eiec ea wee Svea 7 7 16 11 7 


























38. RIVERBOTTOM COTTONWOOD 
GROVE.—Location: In the Sandia Pueblo Land 
Grant north of Albuquerque, New Mexico. It is 
reached by road by turning west off route No. 85 
one and one-half miles north of the turnoff to the 
pueblo. This area lies about one-half mile north of 
the former C.C.C. buildings. Size: 25 acres. De- 
scription of Area: A quadrangle about 450 ft. by 
2500 ft. lying between the east bank of the Rio 
Grande River (actual border is a fence line along 
the river), a conservancy ditch forming the eastern 
boundary, the north boundary of the land grant (a 
fence line), and a broad trail leading from a bridge 
over the ditch to the river forming the southern 
boundary. The dominant tree is the Rio Grande or 
Valley Cottonwood (Populus wislizeni) about 85% 
(of which about 75% are mature trees with a DBH 
of up to 25 inches and a height of up to about 60 
feet). Underneath these trees the ground is mostly 
clear of vegetation with the exception of here and 





there thickets of Ceanothus (sp.) growing about 
eight feet high. The balance of the cottonwoods are 
in thick stands of saplings. The 15% not grown up 
to cottonwoods are sandy openings. The area is sur- 
rounded by similar habitat with a border separating 
it from the river. Weather: With the exception of 
one snow storm, the weather and ground were dry 
with temperatures ranging from 0° to 59°. Cover- 
age: Dec. 25, 26; Jan. 1, 2, 30; Feb. 6. Total: six 
trips on foot averaging one hour each between 8:00 
a.m. and noon. Census: Red-shafted Flicker, 2 (8); 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (4); Red-tailed Hawk, 
+; Gambel’s Quail, +; Downy Woodpecker, +; 
Mountain Chickadee, +; Hermit Thrush, +; Am. 
Goldfinch, +; Oregon Junco, +. Average Total: 


‘3 birds (density, 12 per 100 acres). Remarks: The 


juncos and goldfinches noted in the area were “edge” 
birds which were usually restricted to the conservancy 
ditch and were found on the edge of the tract along 
the ditch. The only evidence of any other species was 
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the tracks of a Road-runner found on the trail.— F. J. 
FREEMAN, 2827 Montclaire Dr., N. E., Albuquerque, 
N. Mex. 


39. CONSERVANCY DITCH—Location: In 
the Sandia Pueblo Land Grant north of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. It is reached by road by turning west 
off route No. 85 one and one-half miles north of the 
turnoff to the pueblo. This is the first ditch after 
turning west. Size: 3000 lineal feet. Description 
of Area: This ditch lies between two salt flat areas 
and runs north from the road to the next bridge. It 
is 50 feet wide at the top and 15 feet at the water 
level. There is a scant growth of Russian Olive 
(Elaeagnus angustifolia) and a species of shrubby 
willow along the banks. At one place in the ditch 
is a small patch of cattails. The water supports much 
aquatic growth such as duckweed and algae. 
Weather: Temperatures ranged from 0° to 59° F. 
and the water was frozen over in spots. Coverage: 
Dec. 25, 26; Jan. 1, 2, 30; Feb. 6. Total: Six trips 
on foot averaging one hour each between 8:00 a.m. 
and noon. Census: White-crowned Sparrow (Gam- 
bel’s), 17 (30 per mile); Song Sparrow, 14 (25); 
House Finch, 10 (18); Red-shafted Flicker, 2 (4); 
Long-billed Marsh Wren, 1 (2); Western Bluebird, 
1 (2); Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1 (2); Mallard, 1 
(2); Green-winged Teal, +; Cooper's Hawk, +; 
Wilson's Snipe, +; Belted Kingfisher, +; Logger- 
head Shrike, +; Western Meadowlark, +; Pine 
Siskin, +; Am. Goldfinch, +; Brown Towhee (Can- 
yon), +; Am. Tree Sparrow, +. Average Total: 
48 birds, (density, 84 birds per mile). Remarks: 
The Song Sparrows were found distributed fairly 
evenly along the ditch in two’s or more. They seem 
to have a restricted territory. The Long-biiled Marsh 
Wren was restricted to a certain 150 feet of ditch 
near the cattails. The only other ‘regular’ ‘bird that 
I could discover was a Ruby-crowned Kinglet which 
was found on every trip and seemed to stay in the 
ditch. A Great Blue Heron's tracks were found along 
the ditch, but I never observed the bird in the area 
although I saw one fly away from the ditch some 
distance off. It is interesting to note that the other 
species came from half a mile or more to this par- 
ticular ditch to feed and drink, passing up a dredged 
and clean-running ditch to do so. May I hazard a 
guess that in coming to this particular ditch they 
were seeking the added nourishment this water rich 
in aquatic growth had to offer?—F. J. FREEMAN, 
2827 Montclaire Dr., N. E., Albuquerque, N. Mex. 


40. SALT FLATS.—Location: In the Sandia 
Pueblo Land Grant north of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. It is reached by road by turning west off 
route No. 85 one and one-half miles north of the 
turnoff to the pueblo. This tract lies between the 
first and second conservancy ditches west of the high- 
way. Size: 25 acres. Description of Area: A sandy 








flat stained in the open areas with alkali. This is a 
950 ft. by 1150 ft. rectangle lying about a thousand 
feet north of the road and extending from ditch to 
ditch. The dominant growth is Fourwing Saltbrush 
(Atriplex canescens) covering about 30% of the area 
although mostly concentrated in the west end. Some 
of the bushes are 6-7 ft. high. Along the eastern edge 
are a few shrubs of the mesquite called Fremont 
Screwbean (Prosopis pubescens) whose average 
height is about 6-8 ft. There is also a notable stand 
of Rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus nauseous, vat. 
bigelovi). About one-third of the area is bare ground. 
Scattered throughout the dominant growth and over 
the rest of the area are various clumps of grasses and 
other perennial growth including large patches of 
Creeping Cholla (Opuntia standleyi), several large 
specimens of Candelabrum Cholla (Opuntia im- 
bricata) and Narrow-leaved Yucca (Yucca standleyi). 
The area is surrounded on all sides by similar habitat 
which extends beyond the ditches. Weather: With 
the exception of one snow storm, the weather and 
ground were dry with temperatures ranging from 
0° to 59°. Coverage: Dec. 25, 26; Jan. 1, 2, 30; 
Feb. 6. Total: 6 trips on foot averaging one hour 
each between 8:00 a.m. and noon. Census: White- 
crowned Sparrow, 15 (60); House Finch, 14 (56); 
Marsh Hawk, +: Horned Lark, +; Common Raven, 
+; Loggerhead Shrike, +. Average Total: 29 birds 
(density, 116 per 100 acres). Remarks: The high 
counts for the sparrows and finches were made on 
two trips when these birds were found in large 
flocks. No attempt was made to count the various 
species of birds that flew over the area on their way 
to the ditches for water—only those that were obvi- 
ously feeding on the tract—F. J. FREEMAN, 2827 
Montclaire Dr., N. E., Albuquerque, N. Mex. 


41. DOUGLAS’ FIR - WESTERN RED 
CEDAR FOREST.—Location: University of British 
Columbia endowment land, Vancouver, British Co- 
lumbia. Size: 28 acres. Description of Area: This 
is a somewhat rectangular stand of dense wet coastal 
forest at an elevation of 250 ft. The dominant trees 
are Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga taxifolia) and Western 
Red Cedar (Thuja plicata). Western Hemlock 
(Tsuga heterophylla), Grand Fir (Abies grandis), 
Broadleaf Maple (Acer macrophyllum), Red Alder 
(Alnus rubra) and to a lesser extent Bitter Cherry 
(Prunus emarginata) and Western Flowering Dog- 
wood (Cornus nuttalli) are present as well. No trees 
are over 2 ft. DBH and most are one foot or less. 
The alder tends to occur in small pockets. Many 
fallen logs and stumps of the original forest are on 
the ground and mosses form dense patches almost 
everywhere. About 6 acres have had the saplings 
thinned out and the cut trees left lying on the 
ground. The remaining part has a dense tangled 
undergrowth which consists largely of Salal (Gaul- 
theria shallon), Sword Fern (Polystichum munitum), 


Oregon Grape (Mahonia nervosa), Salmonberry 
(Rubus spectabilis), Trailing Blackberry (Rubus 
vitifolius), Thimbleberry (Rubus parviflorus), Red 
Huckleberry (Vaccinium  parvifolium) and _ less 
numerous, Ocean Spray (Holodiscus discolor), 
Snowberry (Symphoricarpus racemosa), Broom 
(Cytisus scoparius), Elder (Sambucus sp.), Bracken 
(Pteridium aquilinum), Spreading Wood Fern 
(Dryopteris dilatata) and Deer Fern (Struthiopteris 
spicant). Nomenclature is from Native Trees of 
Canada (1950), L. Abrams, Illustrated Flora of the 
Pacific States (1923 to 1951) and for Snowberry from 
J. K. Henry, Flora of Southern British Columbia 
(1915). One very small creek flows across the area 
and small pools of water are in some places; all 
remained unfrozen. No snow was on the ground. The 
area is surrounded on all sides by similar habitat 
except part of one end which is adjacent to a field. 
Weather: Average temperature during the period 
from Dec. 17 to Feb. 6 was 39.4° F. Extremes were 
50.6° and 23.0°. Precipitation was 7.23 inches. 
Coverage: Dec. 17, 18 (necessarily just outside pre- 
scribed time); Jan. 9, 16, 29, 30; Feb. 4, 6. Total: 
8 trips; hours per trip averaged 2. Census: Pine 
Siskin, 96 (343); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 10 (36); 
Winter Wren, 9 (32); Black-capped Chickadee, 6 
(21); Oregon Junco, 5 (18); Varied Thrush, 3 
(11); Brown Creeper, 3 (11); Bewick’s Wren, 2 
(7); Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 2 (7); Ruffed 
Grouse, 1 (4); Song Sparrow, 1 (4); Spotted Tow- 
hee, 1 (4); Fox Sparrow, +; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
+; Am. Robin, +; Evening Grosbeak, +; Horned 
Owl, +; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, +. Total: 139 
birds (density, 496 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: 
The siskins moved about considerably in large flocks 
and were difficult to census properly. They invariably 
fed in the Red Alders but were as often seen flying 
over the area as feeding on it. Perhaps of most 
significance is the fact that siskins made up about 
70%, if not more, of all birds present. The rela- 
tively large number of Winter Wrens is worth noting. 
The possibility that they held winter territories sug- 
gested itself but no definite data were obtained on 
this. The Varied Thrushes, Spotted Towhee and Fox 
Sparrow were in a dense tangle of growth in one 
small stand of alder—GkrORGE FRANCIS, Camp 
Acadia, Univ. British Columbia, Vancouver, B. C. 


42. OPEN DOUGLAS FIR-GARRY OAK- 
MADRONO FOREST.—Location: William Head, 
Vancouver Island, British Columbia. Size: 18 acres. 
Description of Area: This area is somewhat tri- 
angular and is located on a hillside with the highest 
corner at an elevation of 200 ft. and the lower 
points at about 100 ft. It has a southeast exposure 
and is surrounded on two sides by similar habitat 
and on the third side by a stand of denser conifers 
forming a belt of about 125 yards between the study 
area and the sea (Straits of Juan de Fuca). Almost 











































one-half consists of rock outcrops densely covere 
with mosses and lichens so that most trees are jp 
pockets among the rock ridges. The tallest and mog 
conspicuous are Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga taxifolia) 
which here have a DBH of up to 2 ft. Equally com. 
mon are Madrofio (Arbutus menziesii) with a DBH 
of from 2 to 6 inches and Garry Oak (Quercy; 
garryana) with a DBH of from 4 to 6 inches, The 
oaks are typically gnarled and covered with lichens 
and mosses. The ground is very open and has Mostly 
seedlings of the above trees although in one or two 
places dense sapling fir grow under tall fir and 
Madrofio. Two somewhat damp pockets have a dense 
undergrowth of Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) with 
interspersed Sword Fern (Polystichum munitum) and 
in one there are a few Largeleaf Maple (Acer macro. 
phyllum). On the higher ridges scattered clumps of 
broom (Cytisus scoparius) occur. Two very small 
creeks flow across the area and remained unfrozen 
throughout the census period. [See preceding census 
for botanical authorities—Ep.] Weather: Average 
temperature for December at Victoria (10 miles east) 
was 42.1° F. Mean maximum was 45.8°, mean mini- 
mum 39.1°; extremes, 50° and 31°. Total precipita. 
tion, all as rain, was 2.78 inches. Coverage: Der, 
21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28, 30; Jan. 1. Total: 8 trips; 
hours per trip averaged 114. Census: Varied Thrush, 
16 (89); Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 9 (50); Pine 
Siskin, 8 (44); Am. Robin, 6 (33); Oregon Junco, 
4 (22); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 4 (22); Red. 
breasted Nuthatch, 3 (17); Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
2 (11); Red-shafted Flicker, 1 (6); Purple Finch, 
1 (6); Brown Creeper, 1 (6); Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
+; Hairy Woodpecker, +; Townsend’s Warbler, +. 
Total: 55 birds (density, 306 birds per 100 acres). 
Remarks: It was necessary to take all censuses dur. 
ing the latter part of December so that the results 
give an evaluation only of the early winter popula. 
tion. The Varied Thrushes were always found feed. 
ing in the Madrofio trees which had a large supply 
of berries. The siskins were represented by only a 
single flock but on another occasion a large number 
flew over the area. Chickadees, kinglets, creepers 
and nuthatches were often, but not always, found 
together. Juncos were always in a separate flock of 
varying size. All birds, except possibly one or two 
nuthatches, ranged at least a short distance beyond 
the actual census area—GEORGE FRANCIS, Camp 
Acadia, Univ. of British Columbia, Vancouver, B. C. 


43. LIVE OAK—CALIFORNIA LAUREL 
HILLSIDE WOODLAND.—Location: Strawberry 
Canyon, Berkeley, California. Size: 5 acres. Descrip- 
tion of Area: A relatively isolated grove on the 


steep, south-facing slope of Strawberry Canyon, above 


North Canyon Road just west of the poultry labora- 
tory of the University of California. The major por- 
tion of this L-shaped woodland, on the west, occupies 
a ravine in which runs an intermittent rivulet. The 
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Coast Live Oaks (Quercus agrifolia) and California 
Laurels (Umbellularia californica) form a canopy 
about twenty feet above a forest floor relatively 
sparse in vegetation, except for brambles of California 
Blackberry (Rubus vitifolius), a too-liberal scatter- 
ing of Poison Oak (Rhus diversiloba), some ferns, 
and a few other shrubs and herbs. EpGE: Surround- 
ing this grove, on the steep hillside, is grassland and 
brushland, the latter predominantly of Coyote Brush 
(Bachar: pilularis) and Sagebrush (Artemisia), 
some of which invades the woodland. There are 
planted pines on adjoining ridges and similar groves 
of oak and laurel in some of the other south-facing 
ravines, while across the valley the hillsides are 
completely covered with woodland and a dense 
undergrowth of brush and vines. Weather: During 
the census period the temperature ranged from 39° 
to 63° F. with a daily mean of 48°. The precipitation, 
all in the form of rain, was 4 inches. Coverage: Jan. 
7,11, 20, 22, 23, 31; Feb. 6. Total, 7 trips, averag- 
ing one hour each. Census: Common Bushit, 44 
(880); Spotted Towhee, 6 (120); Steller’s Jay, 4 
(80); Scrub Jay, 3 (60); Varied Thrush, 3 (60); 
Brown Towhee, 3 (60); Plain Titmouse, 2 (40); 
Hermit Thrush, 2 (40); Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 2 
(40); Song Sparrow, 2 (40); Red-tailed Hawk, 1 
(20); Red-shafted Flicker, 1 (20); Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee, 1 (20); Wren-tit, 1 (20); Am. Robin, 
1 (20); Fox Sparrow, 1 (20); Sparrow Hawk, +; 
Hairy Woodpecker, +; House Finch, +; Oregon 
junco, +. Average Total: 77 birds (density, 1540 
birds per 100 acres). Remarks: This small grove is 
probably representative of many such isolated wood- 
lands along ravines in the California coast range 
around San Francisco. Although there was some 
movement of birds, especially the jays and hawks, 
from the grove into surrounding habitats (and vice 
versa), the population of the five-acre area was 
consistently uniform, with the Bushtit, Varied Thrush, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Plain Titmouse, and Hermit 
Thrush being characteristic species for this particu- 
lar community, with respect to the trees themselves. 
Bewick’s Wren and Nuttall’s Woodpecker, observed 
in similar habitat in the region, were absent in the 
census area, the former probably because of insufh- 
cient underbrush. There is no justification for assum- 
ing that 100 acres of such habitat here would contain 
20 times the population of the area censused. Species 
frequenting oak-laurel woodland on the south-facing 
slope of Strawberry Canyon were perforce concen- 
trated in the limited extents of this type of woodland 
which existed —RicH:RD G. BEIDLEMAN, Zoology 
Department, Colorado A & M College, Fort Collins, 
Colo. 


44. RANCHLAND WITH ENCROACHING 
RESIDENCES.—Location: Ladera and Westridge 


on the Alpine Road four miles west of Menlo Park 
and 35 miles south of San Francisco. Size: 150 
acres. Description of Area: The area is former 
ranchland on the border of which two semi-rural 
suburban communities are developing. It consists of 
gently rolling hills, with about 40% grassland and 
about 60% live oak woodland with the creek and 
its low trees. VEGETATION: Includes Bay Trees (Um- 
bellularia californica), California Live Oaks (Quercus 
agrifolia), California Valley Oaks, (Q. Jlobata), 
Blue Oak (Q. douglasii), Tan Oak (Lithocarpus 
densiflorus), Austrian Pines (Pinus nigra), Italian 
Cypress (Cupressus. .sempervirens), Carolina Poplars 
(Populus canadensis), Pepper Trees (Schinus molle), 
Toyon Bushes (Thotinia arbutifolia), Manzanita 
(Arctostaphylos sp.), Coyote Brush (Baccharis pilu- 
laris), poison oak, Fuller's Teasel (Dipsacus faullo- 
num), Star Thistles (Centaurea sp.), and Blue Gum 
(Eucalyptus globulus). TopoGrapHy: Rolling hills 
from 300 to 400 feet in elevation. EpGE: The area 
is surrounded by similar terrain. Two miles away is 
Searsville Lake, and about a mile and a quarter away 
is Felt Lake. Also nearby is a small wildlife refuge. 
Weather: Four of the trips were in rain or inte: .it- 
tent showers and fairly strong wind. Two of the 
trips were on bright and sunny days. The average 
low temperature for this winter was very much lower 
than last year, and below what is considered to be 
normal. Coverage: Jan. 1, 9, 16, 23, 30; Feb. 6. 
Total: six trips, averaging about two and a quarter 
hours each. Census: Golden-crowned Sparrow, 164 
(109); Am. Robin, 150 (100); White-crowned 
Sparrow, 74 (49); Oregon Junco, 72 (48); Scrub 
Jay, 27 (18); Western Meadowlark, 27 (18); Cali- 
fornia Quail, 26 (17); Canada Goose, 19 (13); 
Common Bushtit, 19 (13); Brown Towhee, 19 (13); 
Brewer's Blackbird, 19 (13); Acorn Woodpecker, 
13. (9); Audubon’s Warbler, 13 (9); Plain Tit- 
mouse, 12 (8); Hermit Thrush, 12 (8); House 
Finch, 12 (8); Spotted Towhee, 11 (7); Anna’s 
Hummingbird, 8 (5); House Sparrow, 8 (5); Red- 
shafted Flicker, 7 (5); Varied Thrush, 7 (5); Lesser 
Goldfinch, 7 (5); Canvas-back, 6 (4); Chestnut- 
backed Chickadee, 6 (4); Western Bluebird, 6 (4); 
Black Phoebe, 5 (3); Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 5 (3); 
Cedar Waxwing, 5 (3); White-breasted Nuthatch, 3 
(2); Wren-tit, 3 (2); Sparrow Hawk, 2 (1); Kill- 
deer, 2 (1); Bewick’s Wren, 2 (1); Mockingbird, 
2 (1); Hutton’s Vireo, 2 (1); Red-winged Black- 
bird, 2 (1); Song Sparrow, 2 (1); Mourning Dove, 
1 (1): Yellow-bellied (Red-breasted) Sapsucker, 1 
(1); California Thrasher, 1 (1); Vesper Sparrow, 
1 (1); Turkey Vulture, +; Red-tailed Hawk, +; 
Rufous Hummingbird, +; Downy Woodpecker, +; 
Say’s Phoebe, +; Townsend’s Warbler, +; Purple 
Finch, +. Average Total: 781 birds (density, 520 
per 100 acres) —PatT DONAGHEY and HELEN Don- 
AGHEY, 24 Berenda W’ay, Menlo Park, Calif. 
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READ CAREFULLY! THESE INSTRUCTIONS 


CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT RULES 


SUPERSEDE ALL PRECEDING ONES— 


REPORTS NOT 


ADHERING TO 


RULES WILL BE REJECTED 


1. Report forms supplied by Audubon Field 
Notes must be used. Any other presentation will be 
returned. If a compiler has not received a form one 
month before count week, it is Ais responsibility to 
request one. 


2. These forms will be used by the printer. You 
are submitting a manuscript so do a neat and careful 
job. After each species positively identified indicate 
the number of individuals recorded. Do not include 
birds found dead. Then, using a red pencil, draw a 
heavy line through each species not recorded. Type, 
or print clearly, indicating distinctly letters to be 
capitalized—this is especially important in the intro- 
ductory, descriptive material. Condense introductory 
material as much as clarity permits and place informa- 
tion in the correct space allotted in the form. 


e 


3. A count area must fill (preferably) or fit 
within a 15-mile diameter circle. Compilers should 
recheck areas as the editor must reject any exceeding 
the prescribed limits. 


4. Counts must be made during the period as 
announced each year in Audubon Field Notes and 
must cover only one calendar day. Reports not reach- 
ing the National Audubon Society, 1130 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 28, New York, by January 15th 
cannot be accepted. 


5. Dawn to dusk or longer counts are preferred and 
those of less than 8 hours duration (except in 
Arctic areas) will not be printed. 


6. Birds whose occurrence is of special interest 
should be underscored with a wavy line to indicate 
boldface type. Should abundance be the noteworthy 
item underscore only the number recorded. If birds 





unusual for your area around Christmas are reported, 
a sheet must accompany the report giving satisfactory 
details of such observations. 


7. The ruled lines at the end of the form are to be 

used only for: 

1. Species not seen on count day but during 
official count period (list species, but not 
dates or numbers). 

. All participants including those watching 
feeding stations listed alphabetically. Do not 
place addresses here—a separate sheet listing 
participants and addresses is required for 
Audubon House files. 


N 


8. Do not initiate a new count in an area near one 
already established (established counts have priority). 
Preferably help a nearby group make a more thorough 
count. Compilers of established counts should check 


neighboring ones to make sure there is no duplication 7 
of territory covered. The editor must reject counts 7 


where overlapping occurs. 


9. Before starting a report, it is suggested that the 
compiler place the preceding issue of the Christmas 


Bird Count before him and use it as a guide. Before © 


mailing the form, recheck to make sure everything is 
correct and no items omitted. Please double-check 
your addition of (1) number of species seen; (2) 


number of individual birds seen; (3) number of per- 


sons participating in the count. 


10. 
Notes finds it necessary to require every observer to 


pay an entry fee of $.50 (fifty cents) for each count | 
in which he participates. It is the compiler’s respon ~ 
sibility to send in with his report $.50 (fifty cents) § 


for each participant listed in the count. 








Christmas Count Dates 


December 24-January 2 
(deadline for copy—January 15) 








Because of skyrocketing costs, Audubon Field % 
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